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Army Community

Service

Reservations

Make reservations for any of
thefollowing classesby calling mil
485-8188.

Tots group

TheParentsand TotsPlay group
(birth to pre-school) meets every
Monday, 10-11:30 am. at thelron
Kids play group room, Building
8222.

Nurturing parents
TheEmpowering Nurturing Par-
ents group for nurturing graduates
to continue the learning meets ev-
ery Tuesday, 10-11:30 am. at the
IronKidsplay room, Building 8222.

Reunion

Spouse Reunion Training is
June 9, 16, and 23 at the family
readinessgroupbuildingin Wetzel,
8:30 am.-noon. Choose one that
suits your schedule.

Take a break

The Spouse’s Coffee Break, a
support group for all military
spouses, meets every Wednesday
andFriday, 10-11:30a.m. atthelron
Kidsplay room, Building8222.Bring
your children along.

I’'ve got the power

A Power and Control Signals
sessionmeetsJune10, noon-2p.m.
at Army Community Services.

Rules of combat

A Fair Fighting Rules/Conflict
Resolution for Couples session
meetsJune8, 3:30-5p.m.,at ACS

Tactical support

A Parent Power Rules (control
tactics) session is scheduled June
15,3:30-5p.m.atACS.

Tripin’

Take atrip to a German Craft
Store. Join Trudy Krémer onawalk-
ing trip to a local craft supplies
shop, June8, 9-11a.m., strollersare
welcome. Makeit acraft-filled day
by stoppingfor aquick lunchonthe
way back and then stay at ACSfor
the class listed below

Get crafty

Learn afew craft ideasthat are
inexpensiveandfuntodofromTina
Olson, June8, 1-3p.m. at ACS.

AFTB classes

Army Family TeamBuildinglevel
I,1l,and Il isofferedinthe AFTB
classroom, Building 8745.

Leve lisofferedJune9,8:30am.
to2p.m.

Level Ilisscheduled June15-17,
8:30 am.t012:30p.m.

Level Ilissetfor June21through
24from5:30-8:30p.m.

Baumholder happenings

Train your parents
TheTrainingY our Parentsgroup
focuses on helping youth resolve
family issues and is offered at the
IronKidsplay room, Building 8222.
Adolescents (8 to 12) are invited
Junel11from3:30-5p.m.

Get a job

A job fair is scheduled June 11
from 10 am. to 3 p.m. at the
Rheinlander.

Welcome class

A three-day class that offers
insightintothe German cultureand
language and provides tips on en-
joying an overseas assignment is
scheduled June8-9from8:30a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Information on the Ger-
man train and bus system and field
trips to restaurants and ldar-
Oberstein areincluded.

Army Family Team Buildingis
offered on the third day and an
optional fieldtripto Globuswill be
offered. Freechildcareisavailable
for infants, toddlers and
preschoolers, but limited spacesare
available and preregistrationisre-
quired. Participantsareresponsible
for their ownmeal sandtransporta-
tion expenses.

Food for thought
Join ACSfor afreehot breakfast
every Friday from8:30-1:030a.m. at
the FRG building. In addition to a
tasty hot meal, a short 30 minute
program of interest to spouses and
parents will be offered. Advance
reservations are required. Break-
fast menuswill change weekly, so
mark your calendarsfor every Fri-

day.
Care providers

In-servicetraining for certified
child careprovidersisoffered June
8,from12:30-2:30p.m. Aninforma-
tional briefing for persons inter-
estedinbecoming certified provid-
ersisscheduledfor June15from5-
6p.m.

Business
Operations Division

Bowl for free
Strikershasfree bowling every
Thursday from3-6p.m.for al fami-
lies.
Strikers specials
Bowling specialsincludeMon-
day NightMadness5-11p.m.; Tues-
day Nifty Fifties Night 5-11 p.m.;
WildWednesdaysstartingat 5p.m.,
$5 cover chargeand 25 cent games,
Early BirdsBowling on Thursdays
from 11 am. to 2 p.m.; Thursday

Command Sgt. Major Vern N. Croley tells DIVARTY soldiers to “never
forgetwhere they came fromas they climb the ladder of success” during
his retirement ceremony May 27. Croley received a Legion of Merit for
hisyears of dedicated service. He joined the military with no educationand
retired withamasters degree in history. Croley has the distinction of having
beenin aleadership position since he became a private.

Photo by Ignacio “lggy” Rubalcava

Color PinBowlingfrom6-11p.m.;
Friday Kids' Night Out from 6-11
p.m.; Saturday Cosmic Bowling
from8p.m.tolam.: Sunday Family
Bowlingfrom1-9p.m.

Shooters

Shooters offers Kids' Cinema
Nighton Thursdaysat 5p.m.Kiddie
Bingoisoffered June 12 Junefrom
3-5 p.m. The grand opening is set
for June25at 3p.m.

Rudy’s

GrabBagNightisofferedevery
Thursday from5-10p.m.. For every
purchaseof $5or moreyoucangrab
at achancetowin aprize.

Rheinlander

Ladies Night is June 11 from 5
p.m.-midnight. The evening fea-
turesamake-over themewithafree
glasswiththepurchaseof apromo-
tional beverage and door prizes.

Rolling Hills
Golf Course

RollingHillsGolf Courseoffers
Thursday night golf scrambles. Sign

upinthePro Shopfrom3-5:30p.m.
Shotgun startisat 6 p.m. Entry fee
is$10 and nonmembers pay green
fees.

Commander’s Cup

Drive your golf buddies crazy
and win the Commander’s Cup
Championship at the Rolling Hills
Golf CourseJune26at 9a.m. Entry
feeis$25. Nonmemberspay agreen
fee. Sign up by June 23.

German-American

Junior Golf Clinic

Youth ages 7-18, can learn to
putt, chip, pitchanddriveat Rolling
Hills Golf Course. Every Tuesday
starting June 15 from 4-6 p.m. The
cost is$75.

Community
Recreation Division

It’s Bazaar

TheBaumholder bazaarissched-
uledJunell-13from10am.to6p.m.
at the Hall of Champions. Call mil

485-8779for moreinformation.
Adventure trips

Thefollowing trips are offered
by Outdoor Recreationduring June.

12 June, Raft Float ontheM osel
River

17-20 June, White Water Raft-
ingin Austria

17-21 June, MataScubaDiving
Trip

June 13, Legoland, Guenzburg,
Germany

June20, Six Flags, Belgium

June 26, Sea Kayaking, Bostal
Sea

June 27, Kayaking Trip, Sauer,
Germany

Call Outdoor Recreation at mil
485-7182for moreinformation.

Free shuttle

A free shopping shuttle to the
Ramsteinand V ogelweh exchange
facilitiesisoffered by Outdoor Rec-
reation. Advance reservations are
required and may be made by call-
ing Outdoor Recreationat mil 485-
7182.

Tripsareofferedto Ramsteinon
Tuesdays and to Vogelweh on
Thursdays. Call Outdoor Recre-
ationfor departuretimes. A coupon
for 20 percent off purchases and a
coupon for $2 of f lunch will be of -
fered to 14 persons per trip.

Express shuttle

A free Saturday express shuttle
is offered to families of deployed
Soldiers. Call mil 485-6115 begin-
ning the Monday prior to the trip.
The next trip is June 12 to
Neuschwanstein Castlefrom5a.m.
to9p.m.

Rolling Hills
Athletic Club

Freefamily swim nightsare of -
fered Fridaysfrom 6-9 p.m. through
July. Swim nights feature games
and activitiesfor kids.

AAFES

Food Court

AAFES offers the following
Food Court Promotions.

Mondays, freeking-upsizewith
any combo meal at Burger King

Tuesdays, free taco with any
combo meal at Taco Bell

Wednesday, free six-piece
cheesestix with any large pizza at
Anthony’s

Thursdays, freeicecream sand-
wichwithany combomeal at Robin
Hood

Fridays, 99 centskidsmeal with
any combo meal at Popeye's

Saturdays, free movie matinee
at the Wagon Wheel Theatre at 4
p.m.

Sundays, large drink and pop-
cornfor $2.99 at the Wagon Wheel
Theatre
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Child and Youth

Services

Baumholder happenings

Hourly child care

Families of E-5 deployed Sol-
dierscannow receive10freehours
per month of respite care. Call for
reservations.

Infants to kindergarten care is
offered at the Dispensary and
Strassburg CDCs.

Kindergarten care is offered at
Wetzel and SmithCDC.

Firstthrough sixth gradecareis
offered at Wetzel SAS 485-7475;
Smith SAS 485-6641; and
Neubriicke SAS485-7731.

Counselors

Professional Counselors from
the United States have been placed
in the schools, Child and Youth
Services, and Army Community
Service; their services are free. If

you need crisis intervention or
short-term assistance, call the
schools, CY Sor ACS, asappropri-
ateto your need. If youwould like
to have a counselor come to your
FRG meetings, contact Donna
Finney at ACS, mil 485-8188. To
contactacounselorat CY S, call mil
485-7003.

Teen adventures

The Teen Adventure Program
offersthe following adventure op-
portunities.

Kayaking/Canoeing, June16-18
from9am.to6p.m.

Rolling HillsAthletic Club Pool
and Bostal See.

Call Werner Graf for moreinfoat
mil 485-7182

For more information on youth
activitiescall SteveFergusonat mil

485-8249
Youth activities

Thefollowingactivitiesareavail-
able for youth from 6 through 12
grade

EuropaPark Trip, Junell, 6:30
am.to9p.m.

Miramar Schwimbad Trip, June
15from9am.to6p.m.

Freeschool’ sout barbecue June
12for 6-8gradeyouthat theUnder-
ground from 3-6 pm. and for 9
through 12 gradeyouth at the Teen
Caféfrom5-8p.m.

Lava Lava land
LavalLavalsland is coming to
Baumholder. VacationBible School
is erupting
withfunthisyear. Preschoolers
through 5th graderscanjoinin the

activities at Wetzel Elementary
School June28through July 2 from
10am.tolp.m.dailyand“let Jesus
love flow.” For more information
call Karyn Couly at civ (06782)
887948

orRocioRivasat 06783*-903795.
Teen and adult volunteers are
needed. Mahalo. See you on the
Island.

Chapel

Operation FEED
Operation FEED, FamiliesEn-
during Extended Deployment, isa
community chaplain’s sponsored
event to assist spouses with Sol-
diers down range to deal with the
challengesof theextended depl oy-

ment. Operation FEED will offer a
free overnight stay at Hambachtal

Retreat Center for spousesandtheir
children.

Therewill be short seminarson
various topics of interest to
spouses. Activities are also
plannedfor children. Limited reser-
vations are available so call today
to make your reservation at civ
(06783)6-1570.

Operation FEED datesare June
22-23,29-30; July 6-7; 13-14.and 20-
21

Operation Health

Operation Health is now under
way attheDigital Learning Center.
Thecourseisoffered Mondaysand
Fridaysfromnoon-1p.m. andruns
for eight weeks. Comeand jointhe
otherswho are changing their bod-
ies and minds

‘Striker Hurricane’ nets enemy, information

By Sgt. M. Trent Lowry
USMC, 1ADPAO

When 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Armored Division gets
hit by the opposition, they don’t
just take the punch, they hit back
strongwhereitwill really hurt their
opponent.

That was the message the Iron
Brigade wanted to send when it
initiated Striker HurricaneMay 1.

Instead of flaunting itssuperior
firepower, the brigade chose to
design the operation to round up
insurgentsand other anti-coalition

parties, based on intelligence pro-
vided by the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force and using help from
itssister brigade, 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, according to Staff Sgt.
Matthew B. Rice, intelligenceana
lystwith2nd BCT.

Striker Hurricane was the re-
sponse to the deaths — by a ve-
hicle borne improvised explosive
device attack April 29 — of eight
soldiers from 4th Battalion, 27th
Field Artillery, oneof 2nd BCT’s
units.

“Operation Striker Hurricanewas
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in response to that attack, which
was a catastrophic loss for the bri-
gade. We wanted to |et the enemy
know we're not going to flinch,”
said Rice, a native of Lancaster,
Calif.“Wetargeted anyonewehad
enough (intelligence) for and de-
cided we're going to collect them
right now, to show the insurgents
that the Coalitionishereand we're
not going away.”

“| think it was abig eye-opener
fortheenemy,” Riceadded. “ Aside
from hitting our known targets, we
alsodidacordonand search opera-
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Photo courtesy 2nd BCT intelligence section
Keeping lines of communication open, Spc. Kelly B. Leonard, anintelligence analystwith 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored
Division, keeps up with updates of what is happening during Striker Hurricane May 1.

tionthat rooted out 61 (enemy pris-
onersof war) — peoplewithtonsof
intelligence potential for us,” Rice
said.

Thoughtheoperation may have
been initiated as a response to a
tragedy, careful planning helped it
reach another of thebrigade’ smis-
sion objectives. building up con-
tacts within the community. The
last 12 monthsof operationsinlrag
for the brigade have been con-
cerned with happenings in
Baghdad. Theunit hasanew areaof
operations and is restarting its ef-
fortsat interactionwiththecommu-
nity.

“We're building up our human
intelligence base,” said Spc. Kelly
B.Leonard, intelligenceanaystwith
2ndBCT.

Establishing those connections
and establishing trust with the
people is essential to digging up
useful information, accordingtothe
analysts.

“Theintel isreally comingfrom
thelragi people,” Ricesaid.“Down
at the ground level, the Iragis are
really contributing to the success
of what we do. When we can get a
local tosay * My neighbor hasmor-
tar roundsstashedinhisbackyard,’
then alot of good points come out
that help us build a picture of the
enemy.”

When oneelement of theopera-
tion — the cordon and search—is
done properly, itisthefirst step to
building good relations with the
residents. The ground elements of
the operation, including Soldiers
from 1st BCT, 4-27 FA, and 2nd
Battalion, 6th Infantry, applied
sound search practices to try to
minimize theinconvenienceto the

citizens of the community.

Information operations cells
even sent out flyersto prepare the
populace telling the residents that
the 2nd BCT’ s operation was nec-
essary to ensure the safety of the
neighborhoods, accordingto Rice.

“When we were going into the
areas, thelocal populacewould stop
their farming and were waving at
us,” said Leonard. “That’'s a good
sign.”

Oneof 2nd BCT’ soverall mis-
sion goals is to maintain lines of
communication — such as road-
ways, raillwaysand communications
networks— keeping up theflow of
information about Mujahadeen,
anti-Coalition and foreign fighter
activitiesisalwaysrelevant to pre-
venting attacks and punishing
those responsible for the attacks
that do occur.

“Based on interrogations of the
EPWSs, we're getting new intel,”
Leonard said. “We have more up-
to-date information based on what
weknow now.”

Thisintelligence-gatheringcoup
brought about by Striker Hurricane
should not be the last of theinfor-
mation-gathering successes of the
brigade. The2nd BCT intelligence
section is maneuvering as a well-
oiled machinethanksto theexperi-
ence it has gained over the past
year.

“When Najaf was attacked we
went; when Al Kut wasattackedwe
went,” Leonard said.

“We've got some of the stron-
gest people on this team that I've
worked with,” hesaid.

“1 believe 2nd Brigade can go
into any part of Irag and be suc-
cessful,” Ricesaid.

www.1l04thasg.hanau.army.mil

Striker Hurricane opened
many peoples eyes as it en-
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Employees honored for dedicated service

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Employees of the 222nd Base
Support Battalionwerehonoredfor
their work and dedication during a
length of serviceceremony May 26.
Susanne Strawhornwasrecognized
for 45 years of service. Strawhorn
currently worksin the 222nd BSB
headquarters as an administrative
assistant. During her 45 yearswith
theU.S. military shehasworked as
the director of resource manage-
ment and chief of the Directorate of
Community Activities.

Employeeswhowererecognized
for 35 years of service were
Wolfgang Albert, Guenther
Boettcher, Hans-Juergen Clemann,
Hannelore Cook, Madeleine
Dwoiakowski, Bruno Kryschik,
Reed L eader, Karl-Oskar Mueller,
Herbert Sauer, Ingrid Ulrich,
GerhardWeinzandKlausWeirich.

Those who earned recognition
for 30yearsof serviceincludeEdda
Johnston, Peter Preusse and Udo
Rennwanz

Honored for serving with the
U.S. military for 25 yearswere Jo-
seph Ayson, MonikaEarly, Roland
Frech, Dorothee Frick, Hermann
Gierend, Otto Kessler, Wolfgang
Neu, Wolfgang Schwan, Birgit
Sheetz, Paul Uhl, Michael Wagner,
Waldemar Weingarth, Burkhard
Werleand PetraSchmidt.

Thehonoreesreceiving 20-year
recognition were Hermann Josef
Baltes, Carmen Baumhardt-
Cullmann, GerdBecker, HaraldBell,
Hans-Guenter Donner, Hans-
Werner Eifler, Karin Fath, Manfred
Faust, PetraFranz, ThomasGoerlitz,
Michael Hauch, Christine
Hennchen, Frank Hiebel, Mario
Jacobs, Werner Korb, Ute Lever-
ing, ThomasMais, Bernd M oessner,
Otmar Mueller, Hanni Nahrun,
Y ogendraPatel, Ellen Pontius, Rob-
ert Prescott, Isolde Rueckert,
Brigitte Schanz-Hachenthal,
Heinrich Schmitt, Berthold
Schuhmacher, Norbert Schwenk,
ArminSimon, Hans-L udwig Simon,
Winfried Wagner, Harald Weber
and Hubertus Zerfass.

Command view
Beforetheceremony, Col George
A. Latham, 104th Area Support
Group commander, passed on his
viewsabout thecurrent proposal to
streamlineASGandBSB operations,
the possible loss of positions as a
result of this merger and closure.
“1 see no change for you al,”
said Latham, “If in fact the merger
doeswind up happening in Hanau,
the whole goal of that is just to
merge together, not to let alot of

folks go or anything like that,” he
said.

“The bottom lineis | see little
change for you in Baumholder. If
anythingyou might wind up report-
ingdirectly toHeidel berg or some-
thing like that. So, no change, if
anything you'll probably get afew
morepeople,” said Latham.

Addressingthepossibleclosure
issueL athamtoldtheBSB employ-
ees, “|I see Baumholder staying
around here for a number of more
years...lI'mtelling you the truth, |
honestly see Baumholder staying
around herefor afew moreyears. |
think you shouldfeel confident that
you're going to be here. We need
youhere.Youall doagreatjob.I'm
proud to serve with you.”

General assembly

In conjunction with the length
of serviceceremony, Lt. Col. Todd
A.Buchs, 222nd BSB commander,
conducted a general personnel as-
sembly in which he addressed
Baumholder’ sArmy Community of
Excellence award, the recent per-
sonnel survey, recognized some
award recipients and laid out the
BSB’smission asit preparesto re-
ceive the returning soldiers of the
1st Armored Division.

“Baumhol der placedthirdworld
wide in the Army Community of
excellence competition. Super job
by all of you,” said Buchs.

“That’ s third place out of 166
installations world wide so again,
superjobby all of yououtthere.I'm
extremely proud of you,” he said.

“But it doesn’t stop there. We
wonthesupply excellenceawardin
al of Europeinthe small category
and now we are headed to the De-
partment of the Army to compete
for thecovetedfirst placein supply
excellence,” said Buchs.

Sean Lambur presented the re-
cent personnel survey results, and
although the turnout was slightly
lower than last year, those who
participated returned a favorable
response. Since survey was con-
ducted on computersthisyear, this
streamlined tabulation and analy-
sis significantly, according to
Lambur.

“Inmy eyestheseareextremely
good results... It tells wonders as
to what we're doing out there as a
team. It shows that everybody is
proud of being part of this great
organization,” said Buchs.

“And again, being placed third
in the Army community of excel-
lence competition is probably the
biggest demonstration of how well
we work together as an organiza-
tion, how proudweareof thisorga-
nization and in the future of this
organization,” he said.

“1look at it asteamwork, every-
body pitching in, working outside
of their lane and helping someone
elseto complete the mission. That
doesn’t happeninalot of organiza-
tions, said Buchs. Hethenturnedto
the tasks and mission that face the
222nd BSB inthe coming months.

A look ahead

“Let’slook at hefuture,” hesaid.
“We're expecting our soldiers to
return in the July and August time
frame. Wehavenofirmdatebut my
guessiswe' regoingto start seeing
soldiers around thefirst of July so
we' vegottobeready. We' vegot to
get ourselves back into the reinte-
gration mode. We haveto beready
go givethat first class support that
we were giving and continue to
givetoour soldiersandthefamilies.
“The same schedule will apply as
last time. They’ll come back here,
they’ll gothrough arequired, man-
datory seven-day reintegration
period and then they have the op-
portunity to take up to 30 days of
leave. Sothat meanswe' || start see-
ing them return from their block
leavesometimeafter Aug. 15tothe
beginning of September,” said
Buchs.

“The start of school will be the
7th of September. DoDDS has
agreed to work with our families
that may not arrive back fromtheir
block leave before then. Their go-
ing to work with those familiesto

makesuretheir child getsback into
school with no penalties on their
child or thefamily,” said Buchs.

Withsomuchwork aheadinthe
coming months, Buchs urged em-
ployees to take leave now before
the Soldiers start returning but he
also passed on aword of caution.
“Now, understandwestill havefami-
liestotakecareof until theSoldiers
redeploy but | know our directors
areworkingwithour divisionchiefs
to get people out on leave and till
take care of our mission.

“So thisisatimeto start using
some of our annual leave. | ask
again that peoplerefrain from tak-
ing leave in the July/August time
frame so that we have everybody
that we need here to take care of
these Soldiersand their familiesas
wereunitethem back intothecom-
munity,” said Buchs.

He then addressed community
improvementslikethetheater, bowl-
ing center and theold Rod and Gun
Club, now known as Shooters.

Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
Susanne Strawhornin congratulated by Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battalion commander, and Col. George
A. Latham, 104th Area Support Group commander, during a length of service ceremony May 26. Strawhorn was recognized
for 45 years of service with the U.S. military.

“We' vegot alot moreprojectsthat
were doing out there to make it
better... We'vegot alot of success
storiesout thereand we' vegot alot
more to come. That's al part of
being agrowing, learning and im-
proving organization.” He said.

He encouraged everyone to at-
tend the Shooters grand opening
June 25 and then talked about the
4th of July celebration. “We' rego-
ing to have multiple bands, differ-
ent types of music such as country
androck. It sgoingtobeagreat day
for the Baumholder community so
put that on your calendars also,”
said Buchs.

“The last thing I'll leave you
with is to keep your focus on our
customers...Our customers think
we' redoinganawesomejob. We're
just getting absolutely positive
feedback. They think we' ve doing
agreat job in supporting them...so
keep your focus on them and help
them through this difficult time,”
said Buchs.
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Teachers are ‘an i1sland In the storm

By Dr. Peggy Hoffman-
Schmidt
Kaiserslautern DoDDS Public
Affairs Officer

TheBaumholder Military Com-
munity honored theteachersof the
Baumholder area schools with a
dinner and reception on May 24 at
theRheinlander Club. Theteachers
were praised by Lt. Col. Todd A.
Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battal -
ion commander, for being a*“ con-
stant island in the storm” for the
children of the military. “I have
grown to love this community be-
cause of peoplelikeyou, teachers.
Y ou have been there for our chil-
dreninthisdifficulttime. Itdoesn’t
get any harder than the times we
have had this year, but you show
how it can bedone. Y ou, theteach-
ers, areislandsinthestorm; steady,
reliable members of our ‘military
family,” continuing to provide a
nurturing environment for our chil-
dren.”

Diana Ohman, Director of
DoDDS-Europe, was the keynote
speaker to pay tributeto the teach-
ers and administrators of the
Baumholder area. “ Educationisnot
a business. It is about kids and
schools. . . . Teacherstake al our
childrenand nurturethem,” shesaid.
She shared that during two days
shewasvisiting each classroom of
the Baumholder area schools and
shewaslearningtheextramilesthe
teachers and administrators were
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going to support the children and
families during this difficult time.
Shelisted amyriad of extraefforts
being extended to include, after
school activities, parent support
groups, concern groups, ice cream
socials, after school homework
nights, parent teas, author visits,
cook outs, yogalessons, to namea
few, all extraeffortsextendedtotry
and meet the needs of the commu-
nity during this stressful time.

In addition to expressing her
ownthanksand appreciationtothe
teachers, Ohman shared i mportant
messagesfromtheHouseof Repre-
sentatives and three general offic-
ers. Shereadfrom special messages.
TheUnited StatesHouse of Repre-
sentativespassedaresolutionprais-
ingtheteachersof DODEA for their
important rolein providing a“ nor-
mal environment” for our children.
“Thecontributionsof DODEA world
widearecommended, ... theteach-
ersareworking onthefront lines.”
Gen. JohnP. Abezaid, sentaspecial
message expressing his pride and
gratitudetotheteachersof DoDEA.
“They areintegral tothe successof
the central command.” Gen. B. B.
Bell, U.S. Army in Europe com-
mander, also sent a special mes-
sage: “This year is especialy im-
portant, and the critical support
givenby DoDDSteachersisgreatly
appreciated.” GenRobertH."“Doc”
Foglesong, U.S. Air Force, alsoex-
pressed hisgratitude, “totheteach-
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UrsulaHarnisch unpacks one of several gifts she received during retirement luncheon
May 28. Harnisch retired after more than 39 years of working for the Baumholder
Commissary.
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Diana Ohman, Director of DoDDS-Europe, meets with students at Wetzel Elementary School.

erswhomakedaily contributionsto
thewell being of thechildrenof our
military.” Ohman prai sedtheteach-
ers, in closing for the “awesome
job” they aredoing for thechildren
of themilitary. “ Y ouarededicated,
caring people, making education
andchildrenyour priority,” shesaid.

Dorrie Meckes and James Gra-

ham, teacher leaders of the
Baumholder AreaEducation Asso-
ciation showed their appreciate to
Buchs by presenting him gifts of
appreciation. Meckes said that his
support for the schools and the
teacherswastheir “beacon of light”
inthe storm.

The celebration for appreciat-

ing the teachers was hosted by the
222nd BSB as well as being sup-
ported by the Baumholder High
School Jazz Band, AAFESand the
PTSA’s of the local schools. Ger-
man Partnership Schools from the
local areajoinedthespecia evening,
adding to the celebration of the
Baumholder areateachers.

Harnisch steps down after 39 years

“They were nice years. Sometimes it was hard but ...

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs office

Thirty-nine years, four months
and 16 days, That's how long
UrsulaHarnisch dedicated herself
toservingtheSoldiersandfamilies
of theBaumhol der military commu-
nity as an employee of the
Baumholder commissary. Harnisch
retired May 28tocarefor herailing
mother. “1 chosetoretirebecausel
must take care of my mother,” said
Harnisch.

During her many yearsasacom-
missary employee, Harnisch accu-
mulated lots of memories of
Baumholder and here fellow em-
ployees. “They were nice years.
Sometimes it was hard but for the
most part they weregood yearsand
| lwayshad great colleagues,” she
said.

Oneof her most memorablemo-
ments was perhaps not one of her
best but memorable nevertheless.

“Oneday wearrived at thecom-
missary and the commissary was
burning. It was a Friday and on

Saturday weopened upintheware-
house downtown. This happened
sometimein1970. 1’ mnot sureof the
exact date.”

At that time, the commissary
was located next to the post ex-
change. When it burned down the
personnel were relocated to the
warehouse downtown to provide
continued service to the Soldiers
andfamilies.

Harnisch explained that around
1977 they moved back onposttoits
currently location only to be relo-
cated once again in afacility near
thewashrack whilethecommissary
underwent renovation for about a
year and a half. “In that time they
put in the bakery, deli, redid the
floorsandgenerally refurbishedthe
entirefacility,” said Harnisch.

But service continued and
“Therewere no problemswith our
customers during this time,” she
said.

Her colleagues honored here
witharetirementluncheonand pre-
sented her with numerous gifts.
They all knew how addicted she
had become to “junk food” so one

I always had great colleagues,”

of her gifts, which wasto heavy to
belifted off thetrolley on whichit
lay, was a large basket filled with
every imaginable type of “junk
food” herecolleaguescouldforage
from the commissary shelves.

“Thirty-nineyears, four months
and 16 days, that’ salong timeand
I"'msurethatif al of thestoredirec-
tors were here today they would
say what I’mtrying to say, that’sa
longtimeandwegreatly appreciate
it that you’ ve been working for the
commissary for that amount of
time,” said Reed Leader, commis-
sary manager, during Harnisch’'s
retirement luncheon.

Here service to the community
did not go unnoticed by the U.S.
military. Maj. MikeMcAllister pre-
sented here with a certificate of
appreciation and apin on behalf of
the 222nd Base Support Battalion
andthemilitary community.

As the formalities came to a
close, an emotional Harnisch told
her fellow empl oyeesthat had gath-
eredto say good-bye, “| cannot say
alot but I'll say thank-you and I'll
miss you.”
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