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Full-day kindergarten gets new facility

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

The grand opening of Wetzel
Elementary School’s new kinder-
gartenbuildingwascel ebrated Sept.
12. Withbuilding contractors, mem-
bers of the Corps of Engineersand
representatives from the
Kaiserslautern District
Superintendent’s Office present,
Lt.Col. ToddA. Buchs, 222nd Base
Support Battalioncommander, pre-
sided over thededicationceremony,
thankingeverybody for all their hard
work. Debbie Brooks, Wetzel El-
ementary School principal, andthe
kindergarten childrenthen snipped
the ceremonial ribbon and opened
the building for business.

The Department of Defense
Dependent Schoolsfunded thenew
building together with a full-day
kindergarten program. Debbie
Brooks, Wetzel Elementary School
principal explainedthat Wetzel ac-
tualy instituted full-day kindergar-
ten about threeyearsago but it was
just recently that the building was
completed. “They were supposed
to have this kindergarten program
at Bad Kreuznach but they were

closing so they went ahead and
gaveWetzel thefull day kindergar-
ten,” she said.

Construction of new buildings
to house the new full-day kinder-
garten program in the various
schoolswas slated by DoDDS. On
certainyearscertain schoolswould
startinstituting thefull-day kinder-
garten program and receive a new
building asapackage deal. Wetzel
however, wasabletoinstitutefull-
day kindergarten before the new
building was constructed. “So
we've actually had it a couple of
years,” said Brooks.

Along with full-day kindergar-
ten Wetzel also instituted the one
to 18 teacher ratio in the lower
grades. The program provides for
lesschildrenintheclassroom. This
enabl estheteachersto spend more
time focusing on the individual
needs of each student. All of
Baumholder’ s schoolsare now in-
stituting this program in the lower
grades.

Duringthededicationceremony,
Walter Bau, the building contrac-
tor, gave teddy bears to the chil-
dren.

The kindergartners sang some
songsand Pam L ehmann, akinder-
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A customer checks out the merchandise at the Baumholder Community
Spouses Club Thrift Shop.

Thrift Shop expands service

The Baumholder Community
Spouses Club Thrift Shop is ex-
panding. They now accept large
items such as furniture for their
downstairs room.

TheThrift Shop holdsabig bag
sale Oct. 2 from 10 am. — 4 p.m.
Customerscan stuff abrown paper
bag with merchandise for only $2
while supplies|ast.

There will also offer specials
throughout the day.

The Thrift Shop isin Building
8544 across the street from the
Baumhol der Post Exchange.

Opening hours are, Mondays,

Tuesdaysand Fridaysfrom10a.m.
—2p.m.and Thursdaysfrom10a.m.
—5p.m.

Consignment hours are, Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Fridays from
11am.—1p.m.and Thursdaysfrom
11am.—1p.m.and2to4p.m.

The Thrift Shop also purchases
used transformers that are in good
condition. Pleasecall first. Whileat
the Thrift Shop, check out their
antiquecorner and handmadecrafts
corner.

For more information call
Tammy Davis, Thrift Shopmanager
atciv(06783) 6-66530r mil 485-6653.
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Debbie Brooks, Wetzel Elementary School principal, helps kindergarten students cut the to official open the new

full-day kindergarten facility.
gartenteacher, recited apoemtitled
“Alll Really NeedtoKnow | learned
inKindergarten.”

“Wealso put aplaqueupinthe

hallway and on the plague it says

‘On this 12th day of September,
2003, we dedicate our new kinder-

gartenbuilding. May our children’s

first year in school be the building
blocksfor futurelearning and lead
themto becomesuccessful citizens
intoday’ sworld,’” said Brooks.

ACS classes

Get Involved,

Get Motivated
Sept. 30,9- 11a.m.

At one time or another every
oneof uslosesour desiretocommit
to projects, fund-raisers, or meet-
ings. This training will help you
discover how you are motivated
andwhat it takesto keep you moti-
vated. Also, findout what it takesto
motivate others.

Checkbook
Management

Oct.1,9a.m.—noon

Classparticipantswill learnhow
to select a financial institution to
meet personal needs, useATM and
debit cards, the consequences of
bouncing checks, how to maintain
and balance a checking account,
the appropriate uses of separate
and joint accounts, and understand
the advantages and disadvantages
of checking accounts.

Basics of

Investing
Oct.22,9-11am.

The objective of the classisto
provide participants with afunda-
mental understanding of invest-
ments and show them how to de-
velop a suitable investment pro-

gramtoachievetheir financial goals.
Classparticipantswill learntheim-
portanceof financial goals, theim-
portanceof thetimevalueof money,
how to determine personal risk tol-
erance, how toidentify investment
risks, the objectives of variousin-
vestment vehicles, how to match
investments with personal goals,
investment strategiestoreducerisk.

Thrift Savings

Plan
Oct. 14

The objective of thisclassisto
provide participants with afunda-
mental understanding of the Thrift
SavingsPlan. Classparticipantswill
learn how to enroll inthe TSP, the
tax advantages of the TSP, theim-
portance of starting to save for re-
tirement early, what types of pay
contributionscan betakenfromthe
different typesof fundsavail ableto
TSPparticipants, howtotakeal oan
fromtheir TSP account.

Successful Money
Management

Oct. 15,9a.m.—noon
Classparticipantswill learnhow
to evaluate their present financial
situation, establish personal goals,
understand a balance sheet and
income statement, develop a per-

sonal spending plan, and under-
stand the importance of involving
theentirefamilyintherecord keep-
ing and budgeting process.

Army Family
Team Building

Classes

Army Family TeamBuildingwill
be offering the following classes
during the month of October:

OAFTBLevell,Oct.8,8:30am.
t02:30p.m.

OAFTB Level,Oct.21-24,8:30
am.to2:30p.m.

Cdl civ(06783)6-81880rmil 485-
8188 to register for these classes.

Eliminate Your
Debt

Oct. 8,9a.m.—noon

This class will provide partici-
pantswiththetoll and theability to
liquidatetheir current debt and pre-
vent creating extreme debt in the
future. Participantswill learn how
to control the impulse to utilize
credit, what acredit record consists
of, know how to read and obtain a
personal credit record, calculate a
personal debt ratio, how to elimi-
nate current debt by use of money
saving ideas and power payments,
about the different types of bank-
ruptcy and their affect on credit.
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Red Ribbon Week

RedRibbon2003runsOct. 23through
31. thecampaign’ sthemeis* Unite For
aDrug FreeWorld.” Thecampaignruns
throughout the 104th Area Support
Group. The104thASGjoinsindividuals,
businesses, schools and community
organizations throughout America to
say no to drugs.

Red Ribbon Week isanideal way for
peopleand communitiestotakeavisible
stand against drugs and to show their
personal commitment toadrug-freelife-
style through the symbol of the red
ribbon.

The Red Ribbon Campaign was
startedwhendrugtraffickersin Mexico
City murdered Kiki Camarena, a DEA
agent, in 1985. Thisbegan the continu-
ing tradition of wearing and displaying
red ribbons as a symbol of intolerance
towards the use of drugs.

Thepurposeof theRed Ribbon cam-
paignisto present aunified and visible
commitment toward the creation of a
drug-free America. Each individual in
the community, especially parents are
encouragedtowear theared ribbonand
participatein Red Ribbonactivitiesspon-
sored by the 222nd Base Support Battal -
ion.

Cooking classes

Army Community Services focuses on
chicken preparation during their September
and October cooking classes. A German spe-
cialty isalso planned. The classscheduleis:

Sept. 30, chicken parmesan, 5:30to 7:30
p.m. at Neubrtiicke Y outh Services;

Oct. 7, Tortellini daPanna, 5:30- 7:30p.m.

Oct. 14, curry chickenwithwhiterice, 5:30
to7:30p.m. at Baumholder’ sACS;

Oct. 21, rouladen (stuffed and rolled beef
strips), 6to 8 p.m. at Baumholder’ sACS.

Oct. 28, ChineseFried Noodles, 5:30-7:30
p.m.

For safety reasons, children are not al-
lowed. Call mil 485-8188tosignup.

Get a head start

Headstart classesareoffered againweekly
from 9 am. to 5 p.m. Mondays through
Wednesdays at the education center. The
classesare open to family membersand sol-
diers and offer students an opportunity to
learn some of the German language and par-
ticipatein afield trip to Trier on Thursdays

Baumholder launches annual CFC-O campaign

Post notes

Dupré retires

Ingrid Schwerdtner, Baumholder deputy mayor, makes a presentation to Baumholder’s
retiring police chief, Paul Dupré during a reception at the Rheinlander Club Aug. 29.
Dupré elected to hold his retirement ceremony at the club on Smith Barracks, where he
was honored by numerous individuals and organizations. Among those honoring the
retiring chief were the 222nd Base Support Battalion and Provost Marshal’s office. The
interim chief of police for the city of Baumholder is Polizei Hauptkommisar Irich Roob.
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from8am.to5p.m.

Personsinterested in attending must reg-
ister by noon on Friday theweek beforethey
wish to attend class by calling Danna Stone
atmil 485-7574/7298.

Child careistheresponsibility of the par-
entsasitisnot provided by course coordina-
tors. Students must complete all classroom
work toparticipateinthefieldtripto Trierand
receive a certificate. Transportation to the
education center and lunch are aso the re-
sponsibility of the student.

SAEDA training
The 222nd Base Support Battalion and
66thMilitary Intelligence Groupwill conduct

abriefing onanti-terrorism, forceprotection
awareness, subversion and espionage di-
rected againstthe Army Oct. 21 at theWagon
Wheel Theater. TheEnglishversionisfrom
1to 2 p.m. followed by the German version
from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m. This briefing is an
annual requirement for all soldiers, Depart-
ment of Defensecivilians, andlocal national
employees. Family membersand dependents
age 16 or older are highly encouraged to
attend. Any unit or element with 10 or more
people planning to attend is asked to call to
ensure space is available. Direct any ques-
tionstotheBaumholder M1 officeat mil 485-
73860r civ (06736)-7386.

Nutritionist job open
Choctaw Management Services Enter-
prisehasafull timepositionintheBaumhol der
office of the WIC Overseas Program for a
dietitian, nutritionist or registered nursewith
aBSN. Experienceinmaternal, childor infant
nutritionisrequired. A registered dietitianis
preferred and WIC experienceis desirable.
Applicants must have a current USAREUR
driver’slicense and bewilling to travel.
E-mail résumés, cover letter and acopy of
applicable licensesto either:
cathleen.holmes@ramstein.af.mil, or
april.parsells@cmtymail.104asg.army.mil,
orfaxapplicationto: civ (06783) 6-8049 or
civ (06731) 47-9383. applicationsmay alsobe
delivered to the Baumholder WIC office or
theRamstein WIC office, Building2118.

Be a life guard

There is an urgent need for persons to
work as lifeguards at Baumholder’s indoor
pool. For moreinformationcall theRec Empo-
riumat mil 485-6156.

Children need families

Baumholder’ sEmergency Placement Care,
formerly known as Foster Care, isin need of
familiesto provide short-term 24-hour care
for eligiblechildren who cannot be cared for
by their natural family or legal guardian.

TheExceptional Family Member Program
currently needs potential Emergency Place-
ment Care providers. Volunteer hours are
earned for time spent intraining. Oncecerti-
fied as an Emergency Placement Care pro-
vider, volunteer hours are awarded for on-
call statusand for total time spent caring for
children.

TheEmergency Placement CareProgram
relies on specia people in the community
whoarewillingtoinvesttheirtimeandenergy
to ensurethat our children arewell cared for
whenthey aremost vulnerable. Participation
by volunteers will make a difference in the
community. Personsinterested in becoming
aprovider, or who have questions about the
program may call Floyd Davison at mil 485-
8188or civ (06783) 6-8188.

October luncheon

The Baumholder Community Spouses
ClubholdsaluncheonOct. 15from11:30a.m.
—1 p.m. at the Rheinlander. RSV Ps are re-
quired and may be made via email to
cher.lim@us.army.mil For moreinformation
call civ(06783) 999-2928

The Combined Federal Campaign-Overseas, part
of thelargest workplacegiving campaignintheworld,
hasannounced the CFC-Owill runfrom Oct. 1 through
Dec. 10. During the campaign season, donors can
designate contributions to a variety of deserving
American and international U.S.-based charities
through the CFC-O.

“The CFC raised $58,849 at Baumholder last year
with 18 percent of the population participating,” said
Bill Badger, this year's CFC project officer for
Baumhol der.

Theofficial kickoff at Baumholder will beinfront of
thepost exchangeOct. 1at 1:30p.m. Therewill becake
available, donated by the exchange to commemorate
theoccasion and CFC information. Unit coordinators
will begin contacting their members shortly and pro-

viding them CFC information and an opportunity to
make acontribution.

“Lastyear, U.S. military membersandfederal em-
ployees pulled together and generously raised over
$11.2millionoverseas,” said RenéeAcosta, president
of the campaign management organization for the
CFC-O.

The CFC’ sphilanthropic commitment isrootedin
themany charitable campaignsof the 1960s. Seeing a
need to collect all the philanthropic campai gns under
one umbrella, federal employees created the CFC—
onecampaign, onceayear. An ExecutiveOrder signed
by President Kennedy made the CFC a reality and
turned an innovative idea into a uniquely effective
way for federal employeesto help thosein need close
by and throughout the world.
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Rheinlander Club
mil 485-7507

Saturday market

TheBaumholder Saturday mar-
ket is like an indoor garage sale.
Persons can buy or sell household
items, children’ sitems, clothesand
much more. Reserveaspacefor $5.
Tablesrentfor $7and $10. Thenext
Saturday market is Oct. 18 from 9
am. — 4 p.m. in the Rheinlander
Ballroom.

Sunday Brunch

The Rheinlander Club in
Baumholder hosts Sunday Brunch
Oct.5from10a.m.—1:30p.m. This
event is by reservation only. The
menu includes made-to-order om-
elets, waffles, eggs, bacon, sau-
sage, pasta, potatoes, salad buffet,
dessert buffet and more.

Thecostis$12.50for adults; $9
for children ages 10 to 15; $6 for
children6to9yearsoldandfreefor
children 5 and under. Contact the
Rheinlander to make areservation
or for moreinformation.

Outdoor Rec
mil 485-7182

Furniture trip
Areyoustill lookingfor justthe
right accentsto makeyour govern-
ment quarters feel like home? Let
Outdoor Rec take you shopping at
IKEA, the Swedish home furnish-
ing store. The cost for transporta-
tion is $24 for Adults and $15 for
children. Trips are scheduled for
Oct.2,16; Nov. 6, 20; and Dec. 4, 18.

Polish pottery
Getontheexpressshoppingtrip
to Poland and pick up some Polish
pottery. The cost is $75 for adults
and $55 for children. Persons must
make reservations oneweek in ad-
vance. Tripsarescheduledfor: Oct.
4-5,Nov. 14—-15and Dec. 12-13.

Frankfurt Zoo

Thereisstill timeforaday tripto
the Frankfurt Zoo. The cost is $35
foradultsand $25for children. The
next trip is Oct. 1 so reserve your
seat today. Additional Frankfurt
Zoodatesare: Nov. 1, Nov. 22 and
Jan. 17.

Flea markets

Y oucanfindantiques, furniture
and souvenirs galore by joining
Outdoor Rec onFleamarket excur-
sions. Thecostis$35for adultsand
$15 for children. Trips scheduled
to: Metz Flea Market Oct. 4, 25;
Saarbruicken Flea Market Nov. 8;
and Luxemburg FleaMarket Nov.
2

Mall experience

Y oucanhavean Americanmall
experienceat CentrOMall. Thecost
is only $45 for adults and $25 for
children. Reserveyour seat for any

MWR update

of thesedates; Oct. 18, Nov. 15and
Dec.13

Express shopplng

Reserve a seat today for an ex-
pressshoppingtriptoKarlovy Vary
and the Dragon Flea Market. The
cost is $65 for adults and $45 for
children. Trips are scheduled for:
Oct. 24—-25, Oct. 31-Nov.1, Dec.
5—6and Dec. 19-20.

Mini vacation

Enjoy a mini vacation on the
slopes. Reserve your seat for atrip
to the Swiss Alpsand don’t forget
your skis. The cost for round trip
transportationis$95for adultsand
$75for children. Tripsare planned
for: Dec. 19—-21, Jan. 2—4, Jan. 30
—Feb.1, Feb. 20—22and March 12
-14.

Ski Columbus Day

Getaway for the ColumbusDay
weekend Oct. 10 — 13 by going
skiingin Austriafor $295. Pricein-
cludeshotel accommodationswith
breakfastand dinner. Alsoincluded
is your ski pass and equipment
rental, lift passand roundtriptrans-
portation.

Ski your holidays

Spend your holiday weekends
ontheslopesof Austria. Getanall-
inclusive weekend get-a-way for
$295. The priceincludes hotel ac-
commaodations with breakfast and
dinner, ski passandrental, lift pass
and round trip transportation. Re-
serve your seat for one of these
trips: Nov. 7 — 10, Veteran's Day;
Nov. 26—30, Thanksgiving; Jan. 16
—19, MartinL uther King Day; Feb.
13-16, President’ sDay; March 11
—14, Early Spring; and April 8—11,
Easter.

Christmas markets

It salmost timefor the German
Christmas so start planning a trip
now with Outdoor Rec. Reserve
your seatinadvancefor thefollow-
ingmarkets:

®Trier ChristmasMarket

Nov.28

$35adults, $15children

Departat 8a.m.

®RothenburgOb der Tauber
ChristmasMarket

Dec.6

$55 adults, $35 children

Depart at 7am.

®NuernbergChristmasMar-
ket

Dec.13

$65 adults, $45 children

depart at 6 am.

Auto Skills Center
mil 485-6344

PCS cleaning

If you're getting ready to PCS,
let the Auto Skills Center help you
clean your car before you ship it.
For $45get your car detailedinside
and out.

Oil change

Get your oil changed at
Baumholder Auto SkillsCenter. The
costis$19.95(oil andfilterincluded).
For $39.95 get synthetic il (filter
included). Service is by appoint-
ment only Tuesdays through Fri-
days after 5 p.m. and weekends
from1l0am.—5p.m.

Ballet classes

Ballet classes begin Oct. 30 at
Baumholder Youth Services for
children 3to 18 yearsold. The cost
is$30 per monthfor oneclassesand
$22 per monthfor 45 minutecl asses.
Classes are held on Tuesdays,

Wednesdays and Thursdays in
Building 8879, Wetzel School Age
Services.

®Tuesday classes are 5 —5:45
p.m. for 3- to 4-year-oldsand 6 -7
p.m. for those 7 to 9 years ol d.

®\Vednesday classes are 10 —
10:45a.m.for 3-to4-year-olds; 3:30
—4:30p.m.forchildren7to9years
old and 5 p.m. for children 5to 6
years old.

®Thursday classesarefrom3:30
—4:30p.m. for children5—-6years
old and up and 5to 6 p.m. for chil-
dren 10 years old and up.

TheinstructorisVivianeElliot.
Shewasaprofessional ballet dancer
who has 11 yearsof intensiveclas-
sical ballet training. She hasthree
years of teaching experience.

Elliot performed in principal
roleslikeTheNutcracker, Sleeping
Beauty and more. For moreinforma-
tion contact Y outh Servicescentral

registrationat mil 485-7003or their
adminigtrationofficeat mil 485-7276.

Pretty scary

Get Ready to be scared stiff as
the Rod and Gun Club hosts a
haunted house Oct. 20-31from6to
9p.m. Thecostis$1 per person. The
site for anight of fright will be In
Building 8167 on Smith Barracks.
Call mil 485-6345. for details.

Halloween party

The Rod and Gun Club is the
placeto beOct. 3. That' swhen the
clubholdsits adult Halloween party
startingat 9a.m. Admissionisfree,
so come out and enjoy food, drinks
andagoodtime. Call mil 485-6345.
for details.

Teachers needed

Central TexasCollegeinEurope
is seeking qualified Instructors to
teach Early Childhood Education,
Criminal Justice, and Automotive
Technologiesat the Baumhol der Edu-
cation Center.

Call Debbie Faerber at mil 485-
6664 or Jihun Kimat mil 485-6484 for
moreinformation.

% HOLMOLINA*

A LATIN BAND

Hot Molina

The Latin sensation band Hot Molina is coming to Baumholder. The band has spent over 11 years entertaining
Americans overseas. Enjoy afree electrifying salsa performance when the band performsin concert Oct.2at 7 p.m.

at the Rheinlander.
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A soldier’s story - There’s no typical day

Compiled by Ignacio
“lggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

In Baghdad, there is no such
thing asatypical work day. That's
what 1st Lt. Kevin Frommwho has
beeninIraqsince May of thisyear
reports.

Fromm, alst ArmoredDivision
Artillery soldier assigned asapla-
toon leader for the 4th Battalion,
27thFieldArtillery, reports” | have
been in Iraq for four months, of
which the first three weeks were
spent in Kuwait staging for move-
ment north to Baghdad and a* typi-
cal eight-hour day’ doesn't exist
here,” said Fromm.

“My battery is responsible for
the Sheik Junaid neighborhood of
Baghdad whichisclosetothecen-
ter of Baghdad. Thebattery ismade
up of two platoonsthat rotateevery
two weeks between the new Iragi

army recruiting station, which is
responsible for in-processing and
shipping out of new recruitsfor the
new army; andtheformer Iragi army
pay site, which pays retired and
former soldiersastipendevery three
months,” said Fromm.

The soldiers of Fromm’s pla-
toon work in three groups. Each
group guards the pay site gate for
six hours. At the Iragi recruiting
station they change every two to
three hours. “The platoon actually
livesdowntherefor twoweeksat a
time. Atbothsiteswearesupported
by aspecial protectionand security
force and by hired translatorswho
takecareof themany littleproblems
such as conducting vehicle and
personnel searches.

“Both operationsarerun by the
Civil Provisional Authority but the
soldiersaretaskedto providesecu-
rity sothat theempl oyees, contrac-
tors, and those visiting on busi-

. s . i . . Contributed photo
Soldiers from 1st Armored Division Artillery, 4th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery keep a close watch at an entry point

in Baghdad.

ness are safe and secure from any
crimeor attacks,” he said.

It comes as no surprise when
Fromm says that the days in
Baghdad are very hot, dry, dusty
and windy at times. “Our base has
no trees, with the exception of a
palm tree grove just over thewall,
so shade and cooler temperatures
aren’tlikethey arein other areasof
Baghdad,” he said.

Inlrag, Friday isobserved asa
holy day and activity slows down
sothesoldiersget abreak andtry to
takecareof their personal needs. “ If
thingsaren’t too busy wetry to get
soldierstothePost Exchangeshop-
ping site at the International Air-
port where they can also take care
of any financial needs,” said Fromm.

“Gunfireisquitecommonat night
and we occasionaly see tracer
roundsfromriflesfiredintotheair.
On most nights it's one or two
people randomly shooting their

weapons in the air but on some
nights, for examplewhen Saddam’ s
sonswerekilled or when Irag beat
Moroccoinfootball (soccer), there
wasagreat deal of gunfireintothe
night sky. Thankfully no soldiers
have been killed or injured by this
senseless shooting but many Ira-
gishave becomevictimsof bullets
fallingfromthesky. It’ squitesadto
think that one man’s celebration
could turn into another man’s in-
jury or death,” he said.

Living conditions in Baghdad
for soldiers are slowly improving.
“We have air conditioners, refrig-
erators, and afew televisionswith
satellite receivers. Many soldiers
havepurchasedtel evisionsthat can
be used with video disk players or
video games. There are afew ven-
dors who we are allowed to pur-
chase food or drinks from on the
economy,” said Fromm. A case of
24 sodas costs $ 6. “The dollar is
accepted everywhere as the cur-
rent stable currency,” he said.

Weater isthe main drink for sol-
diersinlrag. They obtainiteitherin
bottlesor fromadrinkingwater tank
attheairport.“ Soldiersusually make
good use of powder drink mixesto
add a little variety to their drinks.
“Non-alcoholic beer, chips, cook-
ies, toiletry itemsand asmall selec-
tion of musicand movieDVDscan
also be purchased at the main post
exchange at the International Air-
port orinour smaller battalion shop
which is supplied by the airport
shop,” said Fromm.

Duty in Iragisnot necessarily a
full-pension affair. “We get a hot
meal at breakfast and dinner. Sol-
diers are provided with Meals
Ready to Eat for lunch but many
resort tofood from carepackagesor
snacksif possible. | have not eaten
an MRE in amonth and will con-
tinuetodosoif | canavoidit,” said
Fromm.

Email accessisnow availableto
soldiersandeachsoldierinFromm’s
battery getstwofree15minutecalls
aweek tocall back hometofamily or
friends.” Regular mail fromthestates
and Germany has improved and
seems to be pretty steady now and
usually takes between one and two
weeksto arrive,” he said.

Soldiers are constantly in con-
tactwiththelraqgi population.“ Usu-
allyweuselocal interpreterstohelp
uscommunicate but sometimeswe
haveto work through the language
barrier using afew wordsand sign
language becausethereareonly so
many interpretersavailable. Many
of theinterpretersare very helpful
and go out of their way to help us.
While they get paid well by Iraqi
standardsthey dotakealot of risks

whenworkingfor us,” said Fromm.

Dealingwithchildrenisalways
achallenge, regardlessof whothey
are. In Irag they often approach
soldiersasking for candy or money.
“While being friendly and open to
the ‘future of Iraq is important,
soldiers must always be alert and
vigilant to danger. Often children
will askforfoodor sometimesmoney.
Dependingonage, aslikeany child,
they canbevery niceor annoying,”
said Fromm. Soldierswill sometimes
givechildrenitemsfromtheir MRES
such as candy or cookies or extra
foodthey havefrom packagesfrom
home.

“If achildcomesuptomeandis
friendly and not bothering mel will
usually give them something if |
can. However if they come up ask-
ing me for candy or money | will
usually say no and tell them to go
away, said Fromm.

“Thebiggest problemwithIraqgi
contact, apart from the language
barrier, istheir persistence. Thisis
especialy difficultfor usattimesas
wearecharged with security at two
important sitesin Baghdad. People
cometo our gates asking avariety
of questions. The Iragi way of do-
ing things here is sometimes diffi-
cult and frustrating. They believe
that if they keep asking usthat our
responsewill changeor wewill give
into a request. This does not hap-
pen. Even our security guards and
interpreters get frustrated with
these individual s sometimes.

“Overall though wetry to beas
friendly and hel pful aspossiblebut
atthesametimeweneedtomaintain
a safe stand off distance and firm
security.

“While many Iraqgis are happy
we are here there is no way to be
sure who is friendly and who is
hostile so we can not take any
chances.

“lragand Baghdad arestill very
dangerous places. The threat of
grenade, rocket, and mortar attacks
are always present. Homemade
bombs are also athreat, especially
tovehiclesmovingaroundthecity.
Thankfully noonefrom my battery
hasbeenkilled or injured from ter-
rorist or guerillaattacks.

When soldiers return to
Baumholder they will have alot of
readjusting ahead of them. The
dangerous and highintensity envi-
ronment they have been exposed to
will bereplacedwithamorerel axed
garrisonenvironment, family lifeand
a traditionally organized German
way of life.

“Many of us may have trouble
readjustingtonormal drivingwhen
we get back so please be under-
standing,” said Fromm.
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