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Post notes
ChildrChildrChildrChildrChildren’en’en’en’en’s theaters theaters theaters theaters theater

The Missoula Children’s The-
ater, one of the largest touring
children’s theater programs, is com-
ing to Baumholder May 3-8.

The traveling theater comes with
stage, equipment, costumes,
makeup, props, and lighting to put
on a quality performance.

All kindergarten-12th grade stu-
dents and youth in the Baumholder
military community are invited to
try out at the Baumholder High
School Playhouse from 3-5 p.m. May
3 About 50 youth will be selected
for the play, “Little Red Riding
Hood.” Practice starts immediately
after tryouts.

A week of practice follows from
3-5 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. daily. Not
everyone will need to attend all the
practices.

Performances are scheduled
May 8 May at  3 and 7 p.m.

May luncheonMay luncheonMay luncheonMay luncheonMay luncheon
The next Baumholder Commu-

nity Spouses Club luncheon is May
5 at 11:30 a.m. at the Rheinlander
Club. This is a date change from
previously published information.

Reservations must be made with
cher.lim@us.army.mil.

need money?need money?need money?need money?need money?
If your household size and in-

come meet certain requirements, you
may qualify for an increase in the
Soldier’s Basic Allowance for Sub-
sistence, called the Family Supple-
mental Subsistence Allowance.
FSSA is designed to keep a service
member’s household income above
the USDA food stamp qualification
guidelines.

Here are the current guidelines
for income and family size. Remem-
ber, the Overseas Housing Allow-
ance ceiling and other allowances
are included in determining your
monthly income.

For more information, or to pre-
screen, call Army Community Ser-
vice at mil 485-8188.

Household       Monthly
Size Income Limit

1 $1,120
2 $1,511
3 $1,902
4 $2,293
5 $2,684
6 $3,075
7 $3,466
8 $3,857
(Each additional member: +$392)

YYYYYouth of the yearouth of the yearouth of the yearouth of the yearouth of the year
The 2004 Army Europe Youth of

the Year Kadeja Gaines from
Baumholder, along with teens from
each ASG, will be recognized in a
ceremony April 29, from 12 to 2:30
p.m. at the Patrick Henry Village
Pavilion in Heidelberg, Germany.

Gaines and her award-winning

fellows are being honored as part of
this Boys and Girls Clubs of
America’s national program, de-
signed to recognize top teens,
based on their academic records,
character, service to community and
home, and more.

Organized by the Army Head-
quarters Community Youth Service
Center of Expertise for Youth Pro-
grams in Schwetzingen, Germany,
the competition starts at the base
support battalion level where indi-
viduals’ nomination packages are
judged by a local panel and then
sent to the area support group and
the Installation Management
Agency-Europe level of competi-
tion.

New traffic lawsNew traffic lawsNew traffic lawsNew traffic lawsNew traffic laws
Many traffic rules changed in

Germany April 1. According to a
press release from the Koblenz po-
lice headquarters in the German state
of Rhineland-Palatinate:

Making a call while driving with-
out a “no-hands” phone system
will now result in a €40 fine. Because
tickets from €40 upwards earn
points against your license, making
a call with a hand-held mobile phone
while driving is now punished with
a point too. Cyclists now pay €25
when they  are caught phoning
while cycling, but do not receive a

point.  U.S. authorities assess two
points against a USAREUR license
for this offense in Germany.

A fine of € 40 is due if you park
your car in such a way that it could
prevent rescue vehicles from get-
ting through a narrow street.

If somebody manages to go the
wrong way around a traffic circle,
that will cost €20.

A €40 fine is now the penalty for
people who overtake vehicles on
highways at a speed that is not
significantly higher than that of the
vehicle being overtaken. This mea-
sure is mainly aimed at the so-called
“elephant races” between trucks
on the autobahn. The small speed
difference becomes a risk for the
traffic following and can lead to
rear-end collisions.

Various police forces in Germany
have announced they will be in-
creasing checks on these various
traffic violations during the coming
weeks to encourage people to do
the right thing and drive safely.

YYYYYouth Servicesouth Servicesouth Servicesouth Servicesouth Services
Baumholder Youth Services of-

fers the following activities in May:
May 1, lock-in for Torch Club

members only at the Underground,
7 p.m.-8 a.m.

May 7, dance for high school
students, sponsored by the Key-

stone Club, at the Teen Café, 7-11
p.m.

May 14, family spaghetti dinner
at Neubrücke Youth Services, 6-
7:30 p.m.
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The big picture
Brig. Gen. Mark P. Hertling, 1st Armored Division assistant division commander - support, points out where 1st AD Soldiers
are operating in Iraq and explains the mission of the division to Baumholder family members at a townhall meeting April
20. After his presentation the general fielded numerous questions from the community ranging from Soldier compensation
pay, to block leave, to powers of attorney. In attendance were spouses of deployed 1st AD Soldiers and family readiness
groups.

Season opener
Start your season off with a par

at the Rolling Hills Golf Course. The
season opener is May 2 at 9 a.m.,
with a Shotgun format. The cost is
$25 for members and $25 plus green
fee for non-members. It will be a
scramble format tournament. Call
the Rolling Hills Golf Course at mil
485-7299 for more information.

Scramble nightScramble nightScramble nightScramble nightScramble night
Grip it and rip it Thursday nights

at Rolling Hills Golf Course starting
May 16 through Sept. 20. Sign up
from 3-5:30 p.m. in the Pro-Shop and
tee off at 6 p.m., with a shotgun start
and a $10 entry fee.

A minimum of 16 people are
needed to play. Call the Rolling
Hills Golf Course at mil 485-7299 for
more information.

YYYYYararararard saled saled saled saled sale
Baumholder’s semi annual post

wide yard sale is May 8 from 8 to 4
p.m. All property must be removed
from the street by 6 p.m. and the sale
is open to US identification card
holders only. For more information
call mil 485-6080/7255.

Caselot saleCaselot saleCaselot saleCaselot saleCaselot sale
Mark your calendars for May

28-30. Those are the dates for the
annual worldwide commissary
caselot sale.

Call the commissary for the two
days of those three that they will
hold this popular event. Some items
will be reduced as much as 60 per-
cent off the regular price.

The sale will include selected
grocery, household, health and
beauty items, chilled and frozen food
and more
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It’s been a long winter but the first
signs of spring are finally beginning to
show. The weather is gradually warm-

ing, flowers are starting to bloom, the grass
is getting green and for many, where there’s
grass, there’s golf.

Soon, if not already, golfers will be dust-
ing off their irons and woods, buying a new
glove to replace the crusty one that has been
tucked away in their golf bag all winter and
heading to the driving range to tune up their
game after the long winter sabbatical.

Once there, a totally new facility will be at
their disposal. The range is fully renovated
and offers indoor and outdoor stations.

“The driving range has ten indoor sta-
tions, ten outdoor stations, a ball room, bath-
room facilities and a pro office. There’s signs
out there indicating 50, 100, 150 and 200 yards
and the back of the fence is 250 yards,” said
David Crawley, golf course manager.

In the pro shop, “We have Hugo Butcher,
our German PGA pro, who gives lessons
during the summer and conducts junior clin-
ics,” he said.

New tee boxesNew tee boxesNew tee boxesNew tee boxesNew tee boxes
After a warm up at the driving range, it’s

off to the course for the first round of the
season. Not that it would deter and avid
golfer from playing, but for now, golfers will
have to tee off from temporary tees through-
out the course. “Right now, the tee boxes are
being renovated. There’s going to be new
sod laid on them. They’ve just been com-
pletely reworked,” said Crawley.

“The number six tee box, which is the tee
box that everybody sees when they come in
from the school gate has been raised one
meter. Some of the tee boxes have been
straightened out so they point toward the
fairways a little bit more and generally leveled
out,” he said.

“Construction time? We should be done
buy the middle of this month, with the tee
boxes opening June 5. We’re going to open
them up in conjunction with the welcome
home tournament,” said Crawley.

Around several fairways, much of the
brush has been cleared off, giving the course
a more spacious appearance. One or two

strategic areas have been left in their natural
state to discourage golfers from shooting
over the brush and shortening the hole.

A course challengeA course challengeA course challengeA course challengeA course challenge
The short number three hole has also

evolved into a course challenge. Although
the brush behind the pin has been cleared, it
has been replaced with a ball-hungry bunker.
Try to muscle this hole and you’ll be guaran-
teed a soft landing in the sand or an even more
difficult shot out of the rough beyond the
bunker.

There is more in store for the Rolling Hills
Golf course in the coming months. “In the
very near future there will be an irrigation

project done on the fairways. There will be a
reservoir added on the number one hole,
which will be in play,” said Crawley. This will
eventually present golfers with three water
hazards they must avoid. The reservoir will
be more than just a water hazard. It will be
used to store the water that will be used to
irrigate the course. For now, the irrigation
project will include only the first four holes,
explained Crawley. “Watering the course with
hoses can be an all day project for at least one
or two people. The reservoir and irrigation
project will make watering the course and
keeping it green much easier,” said Crawley.

Although it’s still early in the season,
golfers may have to wait to tee off on the

weekends if they don’t call for a tee time in
advance. “We request that everybody make
tee times on the weekends,” said Crawley.
Golfers can still play on weekdays without
scheduling a tee time. “Our fees are broken
down by pay grades and we offer tourna-
ments throughout the year. For example, we
have scrambles starting up May 6,” he said.

“It’s a great nine-hole facility to play. And
everybody seems to enjoy the course,” he
said. The course is now open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
so if the golfing bug has already bit and you
find your self demonstrating a perfect golf
swing with an “air club” at the office, put a real
club in your hands, take it outside, and see
how good your swing really is.
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David Crawley, golf course manager, inspects the progress of two tee boxes over looking the town of Baumholder. The Grand opening for the new tee boxes
is scheduled for June 15.

Golfers will tee off at renovated course

The 222nd Base Support Battalion cashed
in on $50, 000 for finishing third in the annual
Army Communities of Excellence Competi-
tion among 166 Active and Reserve Army
Components. This puts Baumholder in the
prestigious category of being the third best
Army installation in the world.

Fort Stewart, Ga and the 417th Base Sup-
port Battalion at Kitzingen finished first and
second respectively.

“Annual ACOE competition is based upon
the Army Performance Improvement Criteria,

a set of criteria measuring the quality of an
organization similar to ISO 9000 in Europe,”
said Sean Lambur, 222nd BSB quality pro-
gram manager.

The criteria measured the 222nd BSB’s
effectiveness in the areas of leadership, stra-
tegic planning, customer and market knowl-
edge, information and analysis, human re-
sources management, process management
and organizational performance results.

“We are very pleased with our accom-
plishment but we intend to perform even

better in this competition next year. This
award speaks to the superb quality of our
German and American work force here in
Baumholder,” said Lambur.

“We began a long journey to this award
back in 1995 when we established consistent
strategic planning. Today our success lies in
our clearly defined organizational mission
statement, our vision for the community, a
firm but supportive command philosophy,
our performance analysis and our five strate-
gic goals,” he said.

“Meanwhile we are preparing our compe-
tition for the Army’s newest and highest
award, the Army Performance Excellence
Award in fall 2004. This award and competi-
tion is open to only the best Army organiza-
tions, regardless of whether they are associ-
ated with installation management,” said
Lambur.

Representatives from the 222nd BSB will
corroborate with customers and community
members in deciding how to best use the prize
money.

Community cashes in on excellence
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Two Baumholder child care pro-
viders, Nekesha Faulk and Michelle
Lammers, received accreditation
from the Military Family Childcare

Home Accreditation April 14.
Since both were busy caring for

children, Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs,
222nd Base Support Battalion com-
mander visited both in their homes
and presented them with their cer-
tificates and a 222nd BSB coin. Also
present was Sonia Bonet, IMA-E

Child and Youth Services chief,
Cecilia Kandler, 104th ASG CYS
chief and Joanne Hernandez, 222nd
BSB CYS chief.

Lammers began as an FCC pro-
vider in Baumholder May 3, 2002
and Faulk started as an FCC pro-
vider in Baumholder Dec.10, 2002.

MHA accreditation is not as easy
to achieve as one might think. Child
care providers must have provided
child care in their homes for at least
two years before being considered
for accreditation.

Baumholder has 16 Family Child
Care providers but only Faulk and
Lammers are accredited. The stan-
dard for accredited child care pro-
viders is one per military commu-
nity so Baumholder exceeded the
standard in just one afternoon.
Faulk and Lammers are two of  about
24 accredited child care providers
throughout Europe.

“It’s difficult to comply with ac-
creditation standards because
many providers do not stay in one
place for that long,” said Joanne
Hernandez, Baumholder child de-
velopment center manager. “It
takes at least two years before they
can be accredited,” she said. After
accreditation, though, they receive
a one-time subsidy of $750.

In order to take care of children
in government quarters, a person
must be certified by CYS. Steps to
becoming a certified FCC provider
include:

!Completing an application;
!Receiving clear background

checks;
!Attending about 40 hours of

initial training and on-going train-
ing thereafter;

!Pass a home fire and safety
inspection; and

!Be inspected/visited by staff
from Family Child Care.

All of Baumholder’s providers
are certified and fully qualified to
provide child care in their homes
but only two are accredited,

“As part of the child care pro-

gram improvement plan the military
services have supported center ac-
creditation and now actively sup-
port  accreditation for family child
care homes, because they recog-
nize that care of equal quality needs
to be available in centers and family
child care homes,” said Hernandez.

The Military Home Accredita-
tion for Family Child Care includes
the following five steps, which take
about six month to complete:

!The candidate must meet cer-
tain prerequisites such as, be at
least 18 years old, have a high school
diploma or GED, have 18 months
experiences as an FCC provider,
including training and basic certifi-
cation before starting the accredi-
tation process. The candidate must
have 90 hours of documented train-
ing.

!The accreditation process is a
comprehensive self study, com-
pleted by the candidate and sub-
mitted to the accrediting agency.

!A trained validator (observer)
visits the FCC home to conduct a
validation visit and verify that the
self study submitted by the candi-
date is accurate. The paperwork is
then submitted to the accrediting
agency.

!The accreditation decision is
made by the accrediting agency.
Information from the self study and
the validation visit form is used as
the basis for the decision to ac-
credit or not.

!Accreditation is for about
three years, if no major changes
occur, such as the FCC provider
moves to a different post etc. Reac-
creditation requires a procedure
similar to that completed for initial
accreditation.

Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava

Sonia Bonet, Sonia Bonet, IMA-E Child and Youth Services chief, left and Joanne Hernandez, 222nd BSB CYS chief, right, join
Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battalion commander, in congratulating Michelle Lammers for achieving child care
provider accrediatation.
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Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battalion commander, presents Kedesha Faulk with a battalion coin after
congratulating her for being a newly accredited child care provider.

Care providers receive accreditation

A command sergeant major de-
fending a wolf and a school princi-
pal adorned in a bright red and
white top hat reciting rhymes ala
Cat in the Hat style were but a
couple of the sights Wetzel Elemen-
tary students and parents were
treated to at the school’s recent
Family Reading Night.

Command Sgt. Major Ann
McDaniels, 222nd Base Support
Battalion, began the evening with a
spirited reading of Jon Scieszka’s
The True Story of the Three Little
Pigs, a story in which we hear the
wolf’s version of the traditional tale.
Debbie Brooks, Wetzel Elementary
School principal, donned a red and
white striped hat to share the clas-
sic, The Cat in the Hat, with the
crowd.

Families enjoyed hot chocolate
and parent-donated cookies dur-

ing the story time. Following the
readings, students and their par-
ents moved from room to room to
participate in reading games led by
Wetzel teachers. Pre-kindergarten
to sixth graders, had the choice of
attending session with titles such
as Crazy Make a Sentence, Go Fish,
Concentration with Sight Words,
and “Bingo with Synonyms and
Antonyms.”

Family Reading Night was the
brainchild of Amy Poole, Wetzel
reading and language arts special-
ist. Family Reading Night was held
to promote the importance of the
school and home working together
as partners to help children achieve
in reading. As the event closed,
Poole remarked, “It was very excit-
ing to see so many Wetzel families
reading and enjoying literature to-
gether.”

Wetzel celebrates reading
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A memorial service was held
at the Baumholder Chapel April
12 for Staff Sgt. George S.
Rentschler, 31, of Louisville, Ky.
who died, April 7, in Baghdad,
Iraq, when his military vehicle
was hit with a rocket-propelled
grenade.

He is survived by his wife
Rachael and two sons, Brock
and Scott.

Rentschler was assigned to
the1st Battalion, 35th Armored
Regiment, 1st Armored Divi-
sion. Rentschler was support-

ing Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Staff Sgt. Don S. McMahan,
31, of Nashville, Tenn., died
April 9 in Baghdad, Iraq, when
individuals using rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and small arms
fire attacked his convoy.
McMahan was assigned to the
1st Battalion, 94th Field Artil-
lery, 1st Armored Division, in
Baumholder. He is survived by
his wife Shelba, sons Evan and
Seth and daughter Sarah.

McMahan was supporting
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Memorial service held

This is an election year and unit
voting assistance officers or the
222nd Base Support Battalion vot-
ing assistance officer are now avail-
able to assist soldiers and family

members in completing a State Voter
Registration Application.

Unfortunately, voting assis-
tance officers can not tell you which
state you should register in. Where

you register to vote is a personnel
decision based on which state you
normally claim as your legal resi-
dence.

In situations where you are not

sure of your state of legal residence
(normally listed on your leave and
earnings statement) or you want to
change your legal residence in or-
der to register in another location,
you should contact the legal office
and have them help you determine
which state you are eligible to reg-
ister to vote in.

Once you have decided, your
unit or battalion voting assistance
officers are available to help you
complete the Federal Postcard Ap-
plication.

The one-stop-shop resource for
all voting information, publications,
forms and other guidance is
www.fvap.gov. At this site, com-
munity members can receive all nec-
essary information pertaining to
their state’s voting procedures as
well as download any and all neces-
sary forms and publications.

If your unit does not currently
have a voting assistance officer,
your brigade, DIVARTY, and bat-
talion voting assistance officers or
points of contact are:

!2nd Brigade, 2nd Lt. Owen
Banks, mil 485-6239

!1-6 Infantry, mil 485-6102
!2-6 Infantry, SSG Nathan

Olcott, mil 485-6239
!40 Engineers, 1st Lt. Edan

Olson, mil 485-7523
!1-35 Armor, Staff Sgt. Shane

Battles, mil 485-7307
!47 Forward Support Battalion,

Sgt. 1st Class Felicia Grant, mil 485-
7577

!Division Artillery, Sgt. Jose
Martinez, mil 485-6288

!1-94 Field Artillery, Staff Sgt.
Heath Barr, mil 485-4500

!4-27 Field Artillery, 1st Lt.
Christian Labra, mil 485-6269

!90  Personnel Service Battal-
ion, Capt. Phillip Burns, mil 485-
6916

!Detachment A, 90 Personnel
Service Battalion, 2nd Lt. Erika
Stevenson, mil 485-6618

!8th Finance Battalion, 2nd Lt.
Paul Sells, mil 485-6979

!92nd Military Police, 2nd Lt.
Andrea Leaman, mil 485-6767

!Health Clinic, 2nd Lt. David
Korty, mil 485-1750

!Headquarters, Headquarters
Detachment, 222nd Base Support
Battalion, Sgt. 1st Class Damon
Draught, mil 485-7255.

Unit voting assistance officers
can also receive information, publi-
cations and forms from Master Sgt.
Lester Reed, community voting
assistance officer, during normal
duty hours in Building 8876 on
Wetzel or contact him at mil 485-
7138.

The second community voting
assistance officer is Michaelene
Tyler, mil 485-7557.

More information is also avail-
able by sending an email to:
Voting.Assistance@bsbhsg.baumholder.army.mil

Voting assistance available to all


