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Post notes

Help your friends

DecemberisNational Drunkand
Drugged Driving Prevention
Month. Thebasisof theprogramis
to promote designated drivers and
sober ride programs.

Theseprogramsareessential in
preventing DWIsand saving lives.
Individual softenwill drink alcohal,
drivetheir cars and not get caught
for DWIs. Thisact isrepeated over
and over again until acareer isru-
ined or thereislossof lives. Every
timel or you let afriend driveim-
paired, we are setting us all up for
failure.

This holiday season let us all
adopt one person to look out for
and don't let that person drink and
driveandlose. Friendstruly do not
let friendsdrivedrunk.

Credit union down
All ServiceCredit Unionbranch
offices will have limited hours of
operation on the following days:
®Dec. 24 and 31, all branch of -
ficeswill closeat 1 p.m.

All ServiceCredit Unionbranch
officeswill beclosed onthefollow-
ing holidays:

®Dec. 25, in observance of
ChristmasDay. Branch Officeswill
resumenormal hours Dec. 26.

@Jan. 1 in observance of New
Y ears Day, branch officeswill re-
sume normal hours Jan. 2.

Honored cadet

Army Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps Cadet Justin
Beasley was selected as cadet of
themonthfor November by aboard
of senior cadetsof the6thAJROTC
Battalionat Baumholder American
High School. Beasley wassel ected
for superior demonstration of
JROTC proceduresand knowledge.

Beadley isthirteenyearsoldand
wasborninAlexandria, La. Forfun
cadet Beasley enjoysvideo games,
basketball and running. Beasley is
in the eighth grade and likes spa-
ghetti, pizza and hot cheetos. His
mother is Spc. Y vette Beasley, of
the 90th Postal Company.

BSB focus

Bowling center upgraded

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava

222nd Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office

It sno secret that Soldiersfromthe
1st Armored Divisionwill bereturning
soon after their year-long deployment
to Irag in support of Operation Iragi
Freedom and Baumholder is priming
itself to greet them.

Beyond the numerous welcome
homeceremonies, reintegrationintothe
community and general decompression
fromacombat environment, the222nd
Base Support Battalion is also focus-
ingonreadying someof itsfacilitiesfor
thereturning soldiers so that they may
better enjoy their time off. One such
facility isthe bowling center.

“The community has been waiting
for many yearsfor either arenovation
or a new bowling center,” said Greg
Galloway, Directorate of Community
Activities chief. “Because of the
reprioritization of bowling centershere

in Europe, we' renot goingto get anew
bowling center any time soon but we
have support from the 104th Area
Support Group commander and the
Installation Management Agency-Eu-
rope director to do areal nice renova-
tionthat will includeanew lounge and
a strike zone theme snack bar,” said
Galloway.

The renovation, though, will go
beyondjust anew snack bar andlounge.
Everything in the bowling center will
bereplaced. “ Therewill benew scoring
systems, new furniture, new pin set-
ters, anew kitchen. Basically it’ sgoing
to be atotally new facility,” said Les
Quick, bowling center manager.

Theoverhang at theentrancetothe
bowling center will also be enclosed
and turned into a new lounge.

Qutside the center, the entrance
will be spruced up with new foliageto
help eliminate that “back door” en-
trance look that the center currently
has.
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Girl Scouts send messages

Girl Scouts and their parents waitwhile an assistant parent for the Baumholder Girl Scouts adjusts her cameratorecord
digital holiday messages of mothers and their Girl Scout daughters to send down range to deployed soldiers in Irag.
Therewas no shortage of messages sentdown range during the holidays as the Baumholder High School video class
alsorecorded messages andthe 104th Area Support Group contracted two video crews to visit Baumholder and record
messages atthe dining facilities while families enjoyed a Thanksgiving meal.
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EEO refresher training now on-line

Refresher Training in the Pre-
vention of Sexual Harassment is
now just amouse click away. This
training isnow on-lineand isonly
for people who have aready taken
the basic TIPOSH here in
Baumholder.

TIPOSH refresher trainingisan
annual requirement and must be
successfully compl eted by June 30,
2004. New employeesor thoseem-
ployees or supervisors who have
not taken TIPOSH must first take
the Basic TIPOSH in a classroom
setting.

All U.S. supervisory and non-
supervisory employees, military
persons who supervise U.S. civil-
ian employees and local nationals
whosuperviseU.S. civilianemploy-
ees must take this training every
year.

Thetraining can be accessedin

two ways. To access this program
go to the 222d BSB homepage
( h t t p =+ [ [/
www.baumholder.army.mil/) and
click on the EEO link on the right
side of the home page. Or click on
theenter button onthetop center of
thehomepageandthenclick onthe

“Equal Employment Opportunity”
link. Oncethere, click on® Training
inthePrevention of Sexual Harass-
ment (TIPOSH) refreshertrainingis
now availableonline” link. Both of
these options will take you to a
page of instructions. The first op-
tion will only be available tempo-
raxily.

Once completed, the program
will automatically notify the222nd
Base Support Battalion EEO office
withthetest taker’ snameand score.
Employees successfully complet-
ingthetest will bepromptedto print
acertificatefor their records. This
certificateisonly fortheemployee's
records and does not have to be
forwarded tothe EEO office.

For more information, call
Norman Estrada, EEO manager, at
mil 485-7118/74500r civ (06783) 6-
7118/7450.
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Support continues for deployed Soldiers
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Siggi Zimmer, center, owner of the the Berghof Hotel, works with soldiers and family members to prepare the last shipment of
packages to Soldiers down range for this year.

Photo by Bernd “Bernie” Mai

Support from the city of
Baumholder for deployed Soldiers
hasnot wavered sincethefirst care
packagesweresent earlierthisyear.
Another 140 packages were sent
down range Dec. 4 to single sol-
diers.

Workingjointly, Siggi Zimmer,
owner of the Berghof Hotel and
TinaOlsen, amilitary family mem-
ber, organized, and collected dona-
tions from numerous community
organizations. Those contributing
were the Vegas Bar, 50 packages,
Hotel Berghof, 25 packages; Inter-
national Car | mport/Export Abbas,
25Packages; SunshineGrill, 25 Pack-
ages; Sun Studio Tropical Heat,
five packages; Kitchen Team
Berghof, five packages, and the
DRM officeBaumholder, fivepack-
ages.

Homemade Christmas cookies
weredonated by theHotel Berghof,
the German Protestant Children
Service Baumholder and from the
newspaper reporter of the
Saarbricker Zeitung, Melanie
Hinze. Since the program began,

morethan 700 packageshavebeen
donated by the community.

“This is the last action before
Christmas. We want to make sure
that the soldiersin Iraq receive the
packages before Christmas,” said
Zimmer. Organizerswere quick to
point out that this does not signal
theend of theprogram. Zimmer and
Olsen said the support effort will
continue after Christmas.

Representatives from all of
Baumholder’'s deployed units
showed up to receive packagesfor
their deployed soldiers. This en-
sured each deployed unit benefited
from the support effort.

“l have received information
from downrange that the soldiers
really appreciate these donations.
Someeven sharethepackageswith
theirfellow comrades,” said Ol sen.

Pro Baumholder, an organiza-
tion of local merchants, isthedriv-
ingforceintheciviliancommunity
that iskeeping this program alive.

They also donated 100 Christ-
mas packages especialy for the
spouses of deployed Soldiers.
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New service helps avert annual weather panic

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Oh my God it’s snowing! This
never happenedbackinTexas. How
arethekidsgoing to get to school ?
How am | goingto get towork?No
way am | driving in these condi-
tions. | could slide off the road in
thedark and somebody will findme
two or three days later with my
handsfrozento the steering wheel.

The first white flakes and icy
roads catch many who are not used
to inclement weather by surprise
but there’s no need for panic. The
222nd Base Support Battalionison
top of thesituationandwill provide
inclement weather advisoriestothe
community throughradioandtele-
vision.

Baumholder’ sprimary sourcefor
inclement weather conditions this
winter isthenew Baumholder Infor-
mation Channel. If inclement
weather hits, information will ap-
pear on the ticker tape that runs
across the bottom of the screen.

The channel may be found by
conductingachannel searchonthe
television and should appear on
channel 3 or 4. For those who can
tune their television to a specific
frequency, thechannel isavailable
on frequency 67.250. Because all
televisions are different it isvirtu-
ally impossibleto provideastep by
step set of instructions on finding
the channel.

Weather information will also
beavailableonthe AFN radioaffili-
ates that broadcast from
Kaiserslautern and Frankfurt.

O®AFN Kaiserslautern can be
heard by tuning your radio to:

100.2FM, or 1107 AM.

®To0 receive information from
AFN Frankfurt, turn your radio to:

98.7FM, or 873AM.

®Road conditionsarealsoheard
inEnglishontheGermanradiosta-
tionRPR 1 at frequencies98.1 FM,
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The first snow covers a village during the start of last year's snow season.

or103.3FM.
®Toobtainadditional informa-
tion during duty hours, call your
unit or the 222nd Base Support
Battalion operations officer at mil
485-1530. After duty hours, call the
222nd BSB staff duty personnel at
mil 485-61500r civ (06783) 6-6150.

When inclement weather hitsa
community, theroad conditionsand
any delaysor cancellationsinwork,
schools or other community ser-
vices as determined by the local
commander are promptly reported
to AFN radio.

By about 5a.m., the AFN affili-
ates in Kaiserslautern and Frank-
furt beginairinginclement weather
conditions and other pertinent in-
formation.

The new Baumholder Informa-
tion Channel will also begin an-
nouncing road conditions, delays,
cancellationsor advisoriesas soon
as the information becomes avail-
able.

Weather advisories

When inclement weather is ex-
pected, AFN radio will also issue
advisories so that people may plan
accordingly and takethe necessary
precautions.

Like clockwork, once the first
snow flakes hit the ground

Baumholder residentsreachfor their
phonesandinundatethe222nd BSB
commandgroupandmilitary police
withanavalancheof questionslike
“Are the schools closed?’ “Is the
post closed?’ “What facilities are
closed and which are open?’ “Isit
safeto driveto the PX or commis-
sary?’

Up front, community residents
shouldnot call themilitary policeas
the influx of calls will tie up the
phonelinesand preventtheir timely
response to a possible emergency.

Theinitial panicthat ensueswith
thefirst snowfall of the seasonwas
not asintenselast year, mainly be-
cause the snowfall was not as se-
vere.

Color blind

Confusion breaks out annually
when residents begin to try and
interpret thedefinition of thecolor
coded road conditions that are re-
ported by AFN and whothey apply
to.

During adverse weather condi-
tions, people often mistakenly be-
lievearoad conditionadvisory such
as“Amber” or “Red” appliestoall
motorists. Thisisnotthecase. Here
are afew factsthat may help.
Just the facts

The most common weather re-
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lated report heard over AFN radio
andtelevisionand other alert chan-
nels pertainsto road conditions. A
road condition report applies only
to military vehicles and restricts
operators to various degrees of
travel. It does not apply to civilian
vehicles. Motorists traveling to
work in their own cars should use
road condition announcements to
help them take appropriate safety
measures when traveling to and
fromwork.

SomeAFN affiliateswill report
actual road condition, likeicy, dlip-
pery, snow covered, etc., instead of
color code conditions for military
vehicles. These notices may be
used by motoristsdrivingtheir per-
sonal vehiclesto determine appro-
priatetravel plans.

Late for work

Another announcement often
heard during adverse weather is a
delay in reporting to work. If, for
example, AFN reports that all
Baumholder personnel are autho-
rized atwo-hour delay inreporting
to work, this means that motorists
havetwo additional hourstoreport
to work. It doesn’'t mean people
should role over and go back to
sleep.

Theintent of adelay istoallow

persons who don't live close to
their work areasonable amount of
time to report to work in a safe
manner. Thosewho live on post or
do not commute are expected to
report towork ontime.

Thethird and most extreme ac-
tion a commander may take is to
close an installation as a result of
dangerous weather conditions.
This means that al facilities are
closed — including schools, com-
missaries, exchanges, and
shoppettes. It does not mean ev-
eryonehasaday off to go shopping
or run errands. For one, al these
placeswill beclosed. Peopleshould
not be out on the road during ex-
tremeinclement weather.

Duringapost closureor adelay,
military and civilianmission-essen-
tial personnel should coordinate
their reportingtimewiththeir chain
of command as appropriate.
Accountability

Another aspect of closuresand
delays is the accountability for
missed work hours. Military mem-
bers do not need to record this
downtime. However, if amilitary
member wasonleave during aclo-
sure, that day will be counted as
leave.

Civilian employees are placed
on administrative leave during a
post closure. Those on leave dur-
ing aclosurewill remain on leave,
just as military members. This ap-
pliesto Americanandlocal national
civilianemployees.

A post closure does not affect
theleavestatusthat amember might
be on during that time. Civilian
employeeswhodon'’tliveneartheir
place of work may determine on
their ownif they canmakeittowork
or not.

If civilian employeesthinkitis
unsafe to travel, he or she must
report that time as regular leave
(except during a post closure) and
tell their supervisors. The bottom
lineis: use common sense.

ACS hosts open house with Christmas spirit

By Julie Gowel

Army Community Service
Marketing Manager

Christmascarolsrang out along
the halls and the “ho, ho, ho” of
jolly St. Nick set thestagefor aday
of holiday cheer as Baumholder
Army Community Service heldits
first holiday open house Dec. 5

The ACS staff spent weekspre-
paring for the event, sending per-
sonal invitations to more than 150
people and handing out over 1,400
candy canes to the community at
both the Post Exchange and the

Commissary.

Ascommunity membersentered
the Army Community ServiceCen-
ter Dec. 5, they were greeted by
what looked to beawinter wonder-
land of magic and excitement. A
glittering tree, 13tablesfilled with
holiday refreshments including
non-al coholicgluwine, cookies, fin-
ger sandwiches and the quickly
famous hot nonbuttered rum, and
children’s’ movies playing in the
lounge were just afew holiday fa-
voriteseager celebrators could en-

Joy.

Children fancied sitting on
Santa’s lap who was gracious
enough to taketime out of hisbusy
schedule to support the ACS mis-
sionof providingreal lifesolutions
for successful Army living. Adults
had the opportunity to meet the
team of employees who not only
host holiday events but who help
thecommunity every singleday in
SO0 many ways. Some of the ways
theACSteamhelpsfamiliesinclude
obtaining information about their
new location when they are about
todepart, offering householditems

through the Lending Closet for
people who are awaiting their
household goods and assisting
family memberswith special needs
though the Exceptional Family
Member Program.

The driving force behind host-
ingtheHoliday Open Housewasto
givefamiliesandsoldiersafunrea-
son to come into ACS and learn
about all theprogramsand services
offered.

A few staff membersworthy of
specia noteareMelissaSchaffner,
Doris Price, and Jenny Gerber.

Schaffner did a great deal of food
preparationand wasableto borrow
sterlingsilver servingwarefromthe
Baumholder Community Spouses
Club that added an air of elegance
to the décor.

Price wowed not only the staff
but many guests as well with her
gourmet cooking.

Gerber put animmense number
of hoursinto delivering invitations
and standing at the PX and Com-
missary to be sure ACS spread the
word to as many members of the
community as possible.
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Commander sees community as family

Photo by Ignacio “lggy” Rubalcava
Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs, 222nd Base Support Battalion commander, his wife, Renee, son Austin and daughter Alexie, take the
firstcoachride aroundthe housing area nexttothe Rheinlander Club after the annual community Christmas tree lighting ceremony.
Santa Claus used the horse drawn coach to make his appearance following the tree lighting ceremony.

By Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs

222nd Base Support Battalion Commander

Throughout the world, the holiday season is atime for families and
friendsto cometogether again. Thisiseveryone swish for theholidays,
to be together as afamily again after along, busy year.

Even though many families aren’t complete this year at this holiday
time, | seeusall intheBaumhol der community asonelargeextendedfamily;
a family that includes soldiers, spouses, the children and teens of our
community, somegrandparents, our civilianemployeesandtheir families,
and our German hosts. Someof youwill travel toyour families. Wewish
you asafejourney and we' [l seeyou again whenyoureturn. Someof you
will findyour family inyour friendshere. Celebratefriendshipthisholiday
season. | ask you to continue to take care of each other and continue to
look out for oneanother. Thisclosenessiswhat makesBaumholder agreat
community.

Soonweshall all beenjoying theexcitement of theBaumhol der winter.
Snow andicewill come. Beprepared.

Bepatient. Besafe. That goesfor you children out theretoo! Enjoy
the snow but think about what you aredoing. Take careof yourselvesand
your friends too.

Asthisyear comesto aclose, we can now pause briefly, reflect on all
we have accomplished, make sometimein our hectic schedulesto enjoy
the company of our familiesand loved onesand prepare ourselvesfor the
challenges of the new year.

As soldiers and military families you all make a sacrifice for your
country, a sacrifice to preserve freedom and peace.

My family and | offer each and every one of you our personal thanks
for your selfless service to our Army and our Nation. We wish you and
your families ajoyous holiday season.
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