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Soldiers from the 92nd MP Company stand ready in full riot gear as company leaders confront demonstrators in the town of Klokot, Kosovo.

A military working dog handler readies to assist.

92nd MP Company selected best in Army

By Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Baumholder’s 92nd Military Po-
lice Company was recently signaled
out as the best in the Army. The
company was named as recipient of
the Army’s Jeremiah P. Holland
award, an award thatrecognizes the
basic foundations of excellence in
all aspects of the military police
arena.

Excellence in weapons qualifica-
tion, physical fitness, mission re-
quirements, reenlistment and other
awards added up to a winning com-
bination forthe 92nd MP Company.

“It basically encompasses ev-
erything that’s measurable within
the unit to try and determine the
bestinthe Army,” said Capt. David

Detz, 92nd MP Company com-
mander.

The company has been climb-
ing the ladder of success for the
past four years. They’ve been rec-
ognized as the best MP company,
18th MP Brigade and prior to this,
the company finished second in all
of USAREUR. Detz himself was
honored as a Gen. Douglas
MacArther Leadership Award win-
ner during that period and currently,
the unit has yet another MacArthur
Award winner, 1st Lt. Christopher
Kasker.

During the unit’s involvement
in Task Force Falcon, one of its
noncommissioned officers, Staff
Sgt. Lee Sodic, was one of only two
that earned membership in the cov-
eted Sergeant Morales Club. “It’s
been a continued commitment to

excellence. It wasn’t a one shot
thing because of the Kosovo de-
ployment. The standards, the disci-
pline and the commitment is there,”
said Detz.

He attributes the unit’s success
to a solid foundation of noncom-
missioned officers. “The key to the
92nd MP Company’s success has
been the ‘rock solid” NCOs that
always lead from the front, setting
and enforcing standards,” he said.

One such NCO is Staff Sgt.
Melvin C. Dennis. Dennis is a pla-
toon sergeant, but he’s filled sev-
eral positions within the company,
especially down range. “We got
ready to deploy and we lost one of
our platoon sergeants in Darmstadt.
He (Dennis) took over that platoon
just prior to deploying and did an
outstanding job with that platoon.

We got a sergeant first class in
toward the end of the deployment
and we got ready to loose another
platoon sergeant from a different
platoon. He then took over an addi-
tional platoon within the company.
So he’s basically been platoon ser-
geant for two separate platoons
within the company.”

While down range Dennis was
selected to do a force protection
assessment on two base camps.
“His assessment resulted in saving
40 personnel on force protection
for the bases and in a bunch of
upgrades that adjusted the dynam-
ics of how the base camps were
run,” said Detz.

Reflecting on the many addi-
tional duties that came his way,
Dennis said it was really not chal-
lenging at all to fill in as a platoon

sergeant on such short notice right
inthe middle ofadeployment.“We
have high standards, values and
morals in our company and we be-
lieve our standards are above ev-
erybody else. We hold not only our
soldiers, our NCOs and our officers
to a standard but it’s everybody as
agroup. So it was easy to take over
because we have the right people
doing the right job. And our sol-
diers ... are committed to excellence.
You put up a leader in charge of
them and those soldiers will follow.
They’re great,” said Dennis.
Soldiers make or break you, ex-
plained Dennis. “In Kosovo we
showed, and of course the award
also shows, our soldiers made us.
Youknow, our NCOs made us. Our
officers made us. Together as a
collective we made it. We excelled.”
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Martial arts needs help
A Tae Kwon Do assistant is
needed to help teach classes on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 6:30 — 7:30 p.m. at the
Recreation Emporium. Persons in-
terested do not need to hold a high
martial arts grade or rank to apply.
Formore information, call the Rec-
reation Emporiumatmil485-6156.

IG fields voting issues

Department of Defense Inspec-
tor General representatives will be
available Feb. 20 from 1 - 6 p.m. in
the Post Exchange entryway for
those who wish to discuss absen-
tee voting issues. For more infor-
mation callmil485-1530.

Scouts gear for banquet

Cub Scout Pack 96 invites all
registered and future Cub Scouts to
its annual Blue and Gold Banquet at
5:30 p.m. Feb. 24 atthe Rheinlander.
The cost is $5 for everyone 6 years
or older. Those interested in at-
tending should make reservations
by Feb. 24 by calling civ 06783-
981098.

The event offers an opportunity
to meet the new committee mem-
bers/leaders/cub master and fellow
scout enthusiasts. An special wel-
come invitation goes outto all those
who were not contacted prior to the
rechartering of Pack 96.

Youth soccer starts
Childand Youth Services spring

Post notes

soccer registration runs through
March 2.

Certification for coaches is
March 1 and skills assessment, if
needed, are scheduled for March 3.
A parents meeting is set for March
8 and practice begins March 12.

Children participating in any
Youth Services sport program must
be registered with CYS. Registra-
tion fee is $15 per child, or $35 per
family.

Sports registration fee is $35 for
the first child and 10 percent off for
each additional child. A current
sports physical must be supplied.

Persons interested in coaching,
or those needing more information,
may callmil485-6968, or the Central
Registration Office atmil 485-7003.

Basketball standings
The final standings for
Baumholder’s unit level basketball
league are:
HHC 1/6, 19 wins, 1 loss
Charlie 1/94, 15 wins, 5 losses
HHB DIVARTY, 14 wins, 6
losses
Health Clinic, 13 wins, 7 losses
Charlie 1/6, 12 wins, 8 losses
Charlie 123, 11 wins, 9 losses
Delta 123, 8 wins, 12 losses
HHC 222nd BSB, 7 wins, 13
losses

Bravo 1/94, 6 wins, 14 losses
Delta 40th, 3 wins, 6 losses
Alpha 1/6, 2 wins, 18 losses
Delta 1/94, 0 wins, 11 losses

ACS at a glance

Baumholder’s Newcomer’s Ori-
entation and Welcome, or NOW, is
a new three-day orientation pro-
gram designed to welcome and in-
form spouses of military members
and civilian employees about
Baumbholder by providing relevant
information and developing neces-
sary skills for living in this unique
environment.

To learn more, or to register for
the program, stop by Army Com-
munity Service, orcallmil485-8188,
orciv(06783)6-8188.

Army Community Services and
the Baumholder library offerastory
hour for children Feb. 27 and March
13. Story hours are offered 9:30 -
10:30a.m. forages 0 - 18 months and
10:30-11:30a.m. forages 19 months
- school age.

The New Parent Support Pro-
gram and ACS Outreach Program
invite everyone to join their three
new programs, parent and child
playmorning, breast feeding class
and new mother’s support group
pot luck luncheon. Call ACS for
more information atmil485-8188, or

civ(06783)6-8188.
AFTB classes

Army Family Team Building in-
vites everyone to the following
upcoming classes.

®evell Feb.28,8:30a.m.to2
p-m.

® Evening AFTB classes for
Level II and III are now offered.
Classes are on Mondays from 6 —7
p.m., with two modules each night.
The following are the January
evening classes:

Feb.26

® Military Grade and Command
Structure

® Benefits, Entitlements and
Compensation

® Traditions, Customs, Courte-
sies and Protocol

ACS calendar
Feb.20
Stress and Time Management
Newcomers Coffee
International Spouses Club
Feb.21
Developing A Positive Self Es-
teem
Feb.22
Couples Communication
Story Hour (library)
Feb.23
Family Violence Prevention

Feb.26

Successful Parenting

Employment Orientation

Resumix Workshop
Feb.27

Anger Management
Feb.28

Conflict Resolution Skills
March1

Child Safety & Supervision
March$

Successful Parenting

Employment Orientation

Resumix Workshop

Raising Responsible Kids
March 6

Stress and Time Management
March?7

Banking and Checking Ac-
counts

Developing a Positive Self Es-
teem

For more information about
classes or services, call mil 485-
8188orciv(06783)6-8188.

Spouses can ACAP

Any family member of a soldier
scheduled to ETS is eligible to re-
ceive services from the Army Ca-
reer and Alumni Program. Orders
are not need and the spouse does
not have to be present to attend
ACAP classes or to receive help.

VA briefing

ACAP is sponsoring the VA
briefing Feb.20at9a.m. Callmil485-
6741/63300rciv(06783)6-6741/6330
to schedule an appointment.

AFAP launches grass roots initiative for improvement

By Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Issuesranging from Germantele-
phone service to children’s eligibil-
ity for education benefits surfaced
recently during Baumholder’s an-
nual Army Family Action Planning
forum. Each year, volunteer del-
egates are split into a variety of
groups to raise issues in areas such
asmedical services, dental services,
single soldier issues, AAFES and
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commissary services, community
services and more.

Thisyear, organizers broke from
tradition and formed two large
groups covering commercial sup-
port services and family support
services. When it was all over, each
group settled on three issues that
its members felt needed action.

The purpose of this annual gath-
ering is to raise issues affecting the
community and provide possible
solutions. Many solutions can im-
mediately be implemented of re-

solved at the local level while oth-
ers must go forward to the next level
of AFAP for resolution. The issues
continue up the chain until they
eitherreach the Army level delega-
tion for resolution or are dropped
because they cannot be resolved.

Delegates from the commercial
support services group were con-
cerned about the customer service
ofthe local German telephone com-
pany. They felt customer service
was lacking and recommended that
a bilingual telephone representa-
tive be available to help bridge the
communication gap.

The group was also concerned
about the nutritional value of the
school food program. They recom-
mended the program be revamped,
keeping foods high in fat and calo-
riesto aminimum.

Their third concern centered
around quality control and cus-
tomer service at the AAFES Auto
Pride Service facility. They recom-
mended a review of the customer
services and pointed out that a
master mechanic was not available
to ensure that quality work was
performed on all vehicles.

Delegates in the family support
services group turned their atten-

tion to the use ofamilitary member’s
educational benefits. They noted
that educational benefits were be-
ing lost when a military member
elected not to use his or her privi-
leges. The group recommended that
educational benefits be passed on
to the family when a soldier elected
not to use them.

The appointment system at the
dental clinic was also a concern for
this group. They felt it was not user
friendly and recommended areview
and changes to the system. They
suggested initiating a procedure
for better tracking of appointment
requests whereas the patient would
be placed on a waiting list and not
have to start over if an initial re-
quest was not granted.

Mandatory use of spouse pref-
erence was also discussed in this
group. The group pointed out that
family members currently applying
for jobs, no matter what the posi-
tion, automatically lost their spouse
preference. They recommended
that spouses be allowed to elect
when to use or not use their spouse
preference when applying forajob.

All these issues are now being
reviewed locally for possible reso-
lution. Those that have impact out-

side of the Baumholder community
will be forwarded to 104th Area
Support Group AFAP forum, which
meets in March.

Army Family Action Plan was
the brainchild of Army spouses.
Each success story originated as
an idea that someone decided to
pursue. To date, well over 400 is-
sues have entered the AFAP in its
15-year history

Although many AFAP improve-
ments impact quality of life for all
services, the Army is the only
branch of the Department of De-
fense thathas aprogram like AFAP.
Forexample, the increase in Service
Members’ Group Life Insurance
from $50,000to $200,000 is just one
of the success stories that impacts
all services. A DoD Reserve com-
ponent family member identifica-
tion card was also established as a
result of an AFAP suggestion.
Thanksto AFAP, asoldier can store
a vehicle at government expense
when reassigned to an area where
shipment isn’t authorized.

Family Support Groups were in-
stitutionalized and programs like
Army Family Team Building and
Better Opportunities for Single Sol-
diers were born from AFAP ideas.
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WIC pilot program
opens for business

Baumholder lays groundwork for overseas sites

The Baumholder Women, In-
fants and Children Overseas pilot
site opened Feb. 7. The WIC-Over-
seas program brings one of the most
successful federal nutrition pro-
grams to eligible participants out-
side of the continental U.S.

The pilot sites will test the prac-
tices and processes of the WIC-
Overseas program before the pro-
gram is fully fielded to the rest of the
OCONUS locations by the end of
fiscalyear2001.

During pilotsite operations, the
Baumholder WIC-Overseas office
will provide the WIC benefits to
those members of the community
that meet the nutritional and finan-
cial criteriaand live within the postal
codes 0f09034 and 09262. This “dis-
covery” period will improve the
program and deployment of the
program to the other areas through-
out Europe and other locations
outside of the U.S.

The Baumbholder pilot site is ex-
pectedto enroll approximately 1,500
participants inthe Baumholder area.
It is expected to take about three
months to enroll the entire eligible
population.

The WIC-Overseas office has
started the systematic process of
enrolling participants based on the
USDA priority guidelines by cur-
rently enrolling pregnant members
of the community. After that they
will begin enrollment of the other
priorities forthis program. The WIC-
Overseas office will do this by of-
fering community briefings at the
Wagon Wheel Theater.

The briefings will provide infor-
mationabout WIC, criteria for eligi-
bility and then interested persons
can make appointments with the
WIC-Overseas office.

The WIC-Overseas office is lo-
cated in the Clinic, building 8746,
first floor, directly below Army
Community Services. The office
phone numberisciv(06783)6-8001
ormil485-8001. Hours of operation
for WICare 8:30 a.m. to4 p.m. Mon-
days, Wednesdays Thursdays and
Fridaysand 8:30 a.m.to 6 p.m. Tues-
days.

Pregnant women or those who
have justarrived in country and still
have current WIC vouchers and
have notreceived a call to make an
appointment with the WIC-Over-
seas office may call the WIC-Over-
seas office to receive more informa-
tion.

Women who are not pregnant
but think they qualify are invited to
attend the briefings for more infor-
mation and an appointment. Please
assist the WIC-Overseas office in
managing the flow of personnel by
attending the briefings. Free child
care will not be offered during the
briefing times.

The briefings are scheduled at
the Wagon Wheel Theater on the
following dates:

Feb.20,10—-11a.m.and 5:30—
6:30 p.m., for those with last names
beginning with A-M

Feb.21, 10 — 11 a.m., for those
with last names beginning with N-
Z

Feb.22,9—10a.m.and4:30—-5:30
p.m., for those with last names be-
ginning with N-Z

Feb.23,11a.m.—noonand5—6
p-m., for those with last names be-
ginning with A-M

Accordingto clinic officials, the
WIC-Overseas Programrepresents
an excellent opportunity to improve
the health and wellness of our ser-
vice members and their families.

We’re in charge now

Prince Peter Il (left) and Dieter Heinz, members of Baumholder’s Karnevalsgesellschaft (Baumholder’s
Fasching Association), explain to Brig Gen. Dennis E. Hardy, senior tactical commander, that they are
officially taking over the reigns of his command and of Lt. Col. Eric Wagenaar, 222nd Base Support
Battalion commander, for the duration of the Fasching season. Other members of the Fasching
association attending the symbolic Fasching takeover of the Baumholder military community were
Princes Barbie | and Bernd Mai. The Fasching Association also pays avisitto the local mayors and relieves
them of all their duties as well during the Fasching season. The Fasching fun and merriment officially
begins on the 11th minute, of the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month and ends the evening before
Ash Wednesday. A more pious and less festive period is traditionally (but not strictly) observed
throughout the six weeks of Lent that follow.

Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava

Youth swimming lessons return for spring

Registration for swimming les-
sons is under way at Child and
Youth Services for children ages 3
and up. Classes begin March 19
and testing, if needed, will be held
at the swimming pool Feb. 26
through March 2, from 3 - 5 p.m.

The cost is $35 per child and
includes eight instructional classes,
one day of testing, and an Ameri-
can Red Cross card. Children need
only a swimming suit and a towel.

Two sessions are offered and
each one has two class schedules.

One set of classes in the first
sessionrun March 19 through April
6 on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Classes will be available
from3—-3:45p.m.and4—4:45p.m.

The second set of classes are
March 20 through April26 on Tues-
days and Thursdays and classes
are available from 3 —3:45 p.m. and
4—-4:45p.m.

Session two includes classes
April 16 through May 4 on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Classes are offered from 3 — 3:45
p-m.and4—4:45p.m.

The final set of classes is offered
May 8 through June 7 on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. The classes are 3 —
3:45p.m.and4—4:45p.m.

Formore information callmil485-
7003/6968, or civ (06783) 6-7003/
6968.
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Bravo 1-6 returns from Macedoma

‘We’re proud of ya'll

Soldiers from Bravo Company, 1-6 Infantry Bat-
talion returned home Feb. 8 after a 70-day deploy-
ment to Macedonia.

Family members waited anxiously outside the
company headquarters for the soldiers to return.
Above the main entrance to the company building
hung a sign proclaiming everyone’s sentiment. It
simplyread, “We’re proud of ya’ll.” Around the bold
lettering several family members had inscribed per-
sonal messages for their soldier.

“We are proud of them and we want everyone to
know we’re proud of them,” said Dennise Bigham,
who’s husband, Ricky Bigham, is the company first
sergeant.

“We were the guard force for Camp Able Sentry.
Our mission was to secure the camp,” said the first
sergeant. The camp is the logistical processing point
for all personnel and equipment going into Kosovo.

“I think we did a great job,” he said. “It was not
really tough. It was about securing the camp, long
days , seven days a week, sitting in guard towers.”
He admits it was a little tough dealing with compla-
cency but they still kept busy because “Everybody
that was anybody came through. It’s the staging
base for all soldiers so it is an important job to ensure
their security as they prepare to move out into
Kosovo,” he said.

Photos by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
Bravo Company, 1-6 Infantry soldiers unload their gear after arriving home.

Staff Sgt. Ricardo Mendoza gets a welcome home :
kiss from his daughter Isabela. Sgt. Bryce Severson is welcomed home by his wife Michaela.

Ed center update

Baumbholder’s Adult Education
Program is accepting registration
for Conversational German [ and I1,
Cooking and Cake Decorating, Ba-
sic Computer Skills and English as
a Second Language. Call Bill Bad-
geratmil485-6487 formore informa-
tion.

If you are uncomfortable with
computers, maybe you should con-
sider enrolling in the Basic Com-
puter class being offered through
Baumholder’s Adult Education Pro-
gram.

Introduction to Windows,
Microsoft Office to include Word,
Excel and Powerpoint, the Internet
and e-mail will be included. Classes
begin March 26. Call Bill Badger at
mil485-6487 formore information.

Registration is now in progress
for the next college semester with
the University of Maryland. Stop
by the Baumholder Education Cen-
ter, Building 8108 to get a list of
classes being offered. For more in-
formation callmil485-6178.

The University of Oklahomaand
Cameron University Representative
from Ramstein Air Base will visitthe
Baumholder Army Education Cen-
ter on a monthly basis. The next
visitisMarch 7 from 11 a.m.to3 p.m.

Persons wishing to use the com-
puters located in the Army Learn-
ing Center or the University of
Maryland’s Computer Lab are re-
minded they must take and pass the
USAREUR Computer Users Test.
Formore information please call Bill
Badgerat485-6487.

Automotive Service Exams are
scheduled for May. Persons inter-
ested must order their exams at the
Baumholder Army Education Cen-
ter before March 15. Call Bill Badger
at mil 485-6487 for more informa-
tion.

Soldiers may request a free email
address by visiting the on-line site
atwww.us.army.mil.

Soldiers can now view and print
unofficial copies of their Army tran-
scripts on line at: https://
aartstranscript.
leavenworth.army.mil.

What a terrific home page you
have. Those wishing to hear this
about their home page may want to
enroll in the weekend seminar on
web page design being given by
the University of Maryland at
Baumbholder. See your Maryland
field representative today for more
information.

Now is the time to apply for
Spouse Tuition Assistance for the
semester that begins in March. Stop
by the Baumholder Army Educa-
tion Center today to pick up an
application for the Army’s Spouse
Tuition Assistance Application and
the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (formally called the
Pell Grant).
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