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Forester keeps ‘tree force’ in shape

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

At first glance you might think
this man does not have all his oars
in the water or he’s looking for a
placeto drop afishing line. On his
head is a floppy gray hat and his
attire includes a vest with about
twenty pockets, khaki shorts and
tennis shoes. Around hiswaistisa
thick leather belt that serves to
holster arubber mallet and apouch
filled with nails and silver medal-
lionsthesize of aquarter. Therest
of his armament includes a stan-
dard issue clipboard and a high
caliber pen.

The man is Karl-Heinz
Biegelmaier. Heisstanding beneath
atree along the main road leading
out of Smith Kaserne. Thetree ap-
pears to be the focus of his atten-
tionandindeeditis. Hereachesout
with one hand, feels the texture of
the bark, glances skyward, appar-
ently estimatingitsheight, andthen
produces a tape measure from one
of his many pockets and measures
the tree’s girth. He makes several
notationson hisclipboard, removes
the rubber mallet from its holster,
gingerly tapsthebark and notesthe
resonating sound.

Slowly, Biegelmaier's seemly
eccentric actions begin to fall into
placeand embarrassment beginsto
set in because you were quick to
judge his actions. Crouching at its
base, he again reaches out to touch
thetreeand notesanirregularity in
itsgrowth. Thelack of bark hasleft

aportionof thetree’' shaseexposed,

thereby weakeningitsoverall struc-
ture. Hemakesanother notationon
hisclipboard andtakesanumbered
silver medallion from his leather
pouch and anail from oneof his20
vest pockets. With the rubber mal-
let and nail, he secures the medal -
liontothetreeabout anarmslength
above his head.

Work just does not get any bet-
ter. Who would pay someoneto go
around thumping trees with arub-
ber malletandhammeringmetd tags
intothem?Why our very own222nd
Base Support Battalion Directorate
of Public Works, that’s who. But
thisjobisnotavailabletoany Tom,
Dick or Harry who can dressupin
khaki shorts and a floppy hat.

Actually there's a method to
this laid back line of work where
employeesdon’thavetoliveinfear
of Baumholder’ sdreaded CHAMP
customer comment card. His cus-
tomers, the trees, can't read, let
alone write so he'll never get any
grief if hedrivesthenail into deep,
thumps the bark to hard, or takes
libertieswiththetapemeasure. His
only concernisfending off the oc-
casional curiousgawker, likenews-
paper staff writers.

BiegelmaierisaGermanforester,
aforestry expert contracted by DPW
toinspect Baumholder’ strees. The
reason for thisis smple. It's the
law. Regardlessof whoownsprop-
erty in Germany, thoseresiding on
or leasing the property arerespon-
siblefor thecareof al treesonthat
property. Inthiscase, theresponsi-
bility fallstothe U.S. military, the
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Karl-Heinz Biegelmaier takes a close look at a tree that has developed a growth irregularity at its base.

tenants on Smith Kaserne.

Careandresponsibility actually
extendsto all treeson the property
but at thistime only those adjacent
to streets and buildings are being
carefully inspected and catal oged.
DPW isconcentratingontreesnear
streets and buildings to uncover
any hazard they may pose do to a
weak structure, excessivefoliageor
just plain old age.

The information collected by
Biegelmaier will betransferred off

his clip board into a computerized
databasewhereakey strokeor two
will let DPW officialsknow which
trees pose a hazard, need to be
trimmed, or removed altogether.
“Biegelmaier’s report is very
valuabletous,” said Bob Baumgart,
chief, director of publicworks.“His
detailedinformation savesusval u-
abletimeand eliminatesany guess-
work in determining what sort of
maintenanceour treesrequire. Our
employeescanreview hisinforma-

tion, which includes detailed
sketches showing the location of
each tree he inspected, go directly
tothesiteand conduct therequired
maintenance,” said Baumgart.

“It'sawin, win situation. The
German forestry department is as-
suredthat wearetaking careof their
trees and we save valuable man
hours and eliminate any guess-
work,” said Baumgart. Plus, work-
ing for DPW as atree thumper is
great work if you can get it.

Retiree forum

The Baumholder community
quarterly retireeforumfor all mili-
tary retireesand family membersis
scheduled for Aug. 20 at 6 p.m. at
the Stern Hotel in Baumholder.
Topicstobeaddressedincludelong
term health care and aTricare up-
date.

Theguest speaker will be Gabbi
Martini, Baumholder’ shealth care
advisor

For detailscall Bill Kalavsky at
mil 485-6150.

Allot or not

Legal center officialsaretelling
soldiers to be careful when pur-
chasinganitemif thesellerrequests
or requires that an allotment for
payment be set up. Before setting
up any type of allotment, contact
thenearestlegal assistanceofficeif
in doubt whether this method of
payment is in your best interest.
Answers to just a few questions

Post notes

can save money and avoid poten-
tia financia difficultiesin the fu-
ture. For moreinformation, contact
the Legal Assistance Office of the
Baumholder Legal Center at civ
(06783) 6-6506 mil 485-6506. Forin-
formation on other legal topics, go

to http://www.lad.army.mil/sja/
index.html.

Coaches needed

Baumholder’s Sports Office is
looking for community level bas-
ketball coaches to coach women
and men teams for the 2002/2003
season.

Persons interested may submit
aresumetotheBaumholder Sports
Office intheHall of Championsby
Sept. 13.

Formoreinformationcall mil 485-
6671/7176.

Jesse Bratton

Memorial Shoot

Cometo the Jesse Bratton Me-
morial Shoot, aGerman-American
15-skeet and 15-trap event at
Baumholder’s Rod and Gun Club
Aug. 25. Signupisfrom9-11am.
and costs $20 to compete. Prizes
will be given to first, second and
third placewinners.

Flag football

The222nd Base Support Battal -
ion unit level flag football league
startson or Sept. 4 at Iron Soldiers
Field. A letter of intent signed by
the unit commander or first ser-
geant with an alpharoster attached
isdueby Aug. 23. A coachesmeet-
ing is scheduled for Aug. 26 at 1
p.m. at the Hall of Champions. For

more information call the
Baumholder SportsOfficeat mil 485-
7176.

Beat the pro

Come out for a chance to beat
the pro at the annual Rolling Hills
Golf CourseL abor Day Tournament
Aug 31. SignupinthePro Shopor
call mil 485-7299for moreinforma-
tion.

Fall into fun

Get 10stampsand beenteredfor
you chance to win two round trip
airlineticketstothe States. Pick up
astampcardat any MoraleWelfare
and Recreation facility and start
collecting today.

Monday football
Spend Monday nights at the
Baumholder Bowling Center, bowl

for $1 and enjoy great snack bar
specidsall night. Therewill befabu-
lous gifts and prizes to be won!

Adventurous

JoinOutdoor Recreationduring
theLabor Day weekend onatripto
Austriawhere Outdoor Recreation
will takethemost adventurouswhite
water rafting, skiingandmore. Seats
are limited so call Outdoor Recre-
ation today at mil 485-7182 to re-
serve your spot.

Volleyball

The women’s fall volleyball
|eague season begins Sept. 9. Sign
up today by callingmil 485-7176for
moreinformation.

Youth need coaches
Coaches will be needed for the
Y outh Servicesfall sports season.
Help expand the talents of
Baumholder’ s youth and have fun
atthesametime. Call mil 485-7003to
find out how you can help today.
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Spec. Vertis J. Anthony,
Headquarters, Headquarters
Battery Division Artillery, was
tried by aSpecia Court-Martial
andfound guilty of one count of
assault consummated by a bat-
tery July 30. Hereceived asen-
tence of reduction to private,
confinement for three months,
forfeitureof $737 pay per month
for threemonthsand abad-con-
duct discharge. He is serving
his sentence in the Mannheim
Confinement Facility.

Pvt. 1st Class Andre S.
Coles, CCompany, 1-35 Armor,
wastried by a Summary Court-
Martial July 31 andfoundguilty
on one count of absent without
leave and one count of drunk
and disorderly conduct. He re-
ceived a sentence of forfeiture
of $737 and confinement for 30
days. Colesis serving his sen-

Legal notes
Misconduct expensive

tenceintheMannheim Confine-
ment Facility.

Pvt. 1st Class Tyrone L.
Ferreira, CCompany, 2-61nfan-
try, was tried by a Summary
Court-Martial Aug. 1 and was
found guilty on 1 count of ab-
sent without leave. Hereceived
a sentence of reduction to pri-
vateand confinementfor 15days.
Ferreira served his sentence in
theMannheim Confinement Fa-
cility.

Pvt.EricR.L ozada, CCom-
pany, 2-6 Infantry, wastried by
a Summary Court-Martial at
Baumholder Aug. 1 and was
found guilty on one count of
wrongful use of cocaine. Here-
ceived a sentence of forfeiture
of $737 and confinement for
seven days. Lozada served his
sentenceintheMannheim Con-
finement Facility.

Schools ready fo

If you blinked recently you prob-
ably missed the good weather and
if you blinked twice you realized
that summer vacation is over and
childrenarepreparingto head back
to school.

School begins Aug. 26 for
Baumholder children and all four
schools have scheduled open
house sessions for parents and
teachers to get acquainted.

Smith

Smith Elementary School’s
Open house is also Aug 26. Chil-
drenwill bereleased at 11 a.m. and
a Parent Teacher Organization
sponsored lunch follows from 11
a.m.—noon. Threeopen house ses-
sionswill follow beginning at noon,
12:40p.m.and 1:10p.m. Parentsare
invited to attend any of thesethree
sessions.

Neubriicke

Neubriicke Elementary School
has scheduled its open house for
Aug. 26. Parents are invited to a
Potluck lunch sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Association from
11 am. —noon and the open house

follows from noon — 3 p.m. The
school will openat 8 a.m. morning
Kindergartenthrough 6thgradeand
the children will bereleased at 11
a.m. so that parents can meet with
the teachers.
NeubriickeElementary will again
bereleased at 11 a.m. sothat teach-
ersmay attendtheannual teachers’
welcome back picnic at noon.

Wetzel

Wetzel Elementary school has
scheduled its open house for Aug.
29fromnoon—2p.m. School will be

r students, parents

=

Contributed photo
Command Sgt Major Jose Fontanez, 222nd Base Support Battalion, takes
time from hisbusy scheduletoreadto children at Smith Elementary School.

dismissedat 11 a.m. andthreeopen
house session will follow at noon,
12:40p.m.and1:20p.m.A principa’s
forum will follow at 2 p.m. where
parentshavean opportunity tomeet
the administration, learn about
school programs, the budget and
share concerns.

High School

Baumholder American High
School has scheduled its open
house for Sept. 3 For details about
the high school schedule call the
school a mil 485-7590.
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Sporting events,
German/American
festival all in one

The Baumholder military com-
munity conducts its annual
Baumholder DaysFestival Aug. 30
to Sept. 2 (Labor Day weekend) at
the Hall of Championsand Wagon
Wheel Theater parkinglot. Thefes-
tival isheld annually to help foster
community spirit.

Thisfour day fest will incorpo-
rate sporting events with a tradi-
tional German/American festival.
Several battalions will sponsor
sporting events like a golf tourna-
ment, 3-soldier basketball, five-ki-
lometer run, skeet shooting, tug-of -
war, chili cook off, weight lifting
and bowling.

Other highlightsincludeateach-
erswelcomefrom1-3p.m. Aug. 30
foll owed by akegtapping ceremony
to officially kick off thefestival at
5:30p.m. Sportingevents, however,
will start at 8a.m. Aug. 30.

A family day is scheduled for
Sept. 2 with reduced pricerides.

The following sporting events
are scheduled. Listed are also the
location, timeandfirst placeprizes.

® Golf Tournament at Rolling
HillsGolf Courseat9a.m., prizeisa
putter

® A five-kilometer run starting
atHall of Championsat9a.m.,mens
and womens' categories with no
age breakdown, prize is a camel-
back

©® 30n 3Basketball tournament
attheHall of Championsstarting at
10am., Prizeisa$25gift certificate,
one per player

® Bowling tournament at the
bowlingcenterat 11a.m., prizeisa
$25gift certificate

® Weight lifting competitionin
thefestival tent at noon, categories
include:

Men over 180 pounds

Men under 180 pounds

Women over 180 pounds

Women under 180 pounds

Tug-of-war at Minnick Field
startingat 1 p.m., OldEnglish Tack-
ers

® Skeet shoot at the Rod and
Gun Clubbeginningat 2p.m., prize
isan Ice House Mirror

® Chili cook off in the festival
tent areaat 8a.m., prizeisaMiller
KegGrill

Other prized to be given away
include:

® Best overall unit, an Xbox

Second placeunit,aSmokeand
Gill

® Third place unit Miller Keg
Giill

The awards ceremony is at 5
p.m. inthefestival tent.

Persons or unitsmay sign up at
theSportsofficeintheHall of Cham-
pionsor call mil 485-7176.

A family day is scheduled for
Sept. 2 with reduced pricerides.

Afireworksdisplay istentatively
scheduled for the evening of Aug.
3latapproximately 10 p.m.withan

alternate date of Sept. 1.

As an added attraction, AFN
Frankfurt will be conducting are-
motebroadcast Aug. 31directfrom
the festival. DJs will play all the

Festival goers enjoy the legendary Baumholder sunshine and a cool drink at last year's Baumholder Days festival.

current musical favorites and so-
licit volunteers to take part in the
variousgive-away challengesthey
will be conducting.
Inconjunctionwith Baumholder

Community readles for carmval sports day
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Days, theBaumholder Commissary
will holda megacaselot sale Aug.
30-31and Sept. 1.

For more information about
Baumholder Dayscall mil 485-8779.

Baumholder gears up for annual festival, ADAC rally

BylIgnacio“Iggy”’Rubalcava
; licAffrirsOffice

The city of Baumholder holdsits annual
Altstadt Fest Aug. 23 through 25inthetown
square and main streets. The city’s 14th
annual festival will feature 15 bands on two
stages throughout the three days.

Some of the festival highlights include
carnival rides, rope skipping competition,
performances by cheerleaders, a lingerie
show, fireworks and of course a variety of
food and drink. There' salso ayouth fashion
show, hot air balloons, and a karate demon-
stration.

Thefestival officially kicks off at 6 p.m.
Aug. 23 with akeg tapping ceremony on the
stageon Poststrasse. Germanand U.S. digni-
tariestraditionally participatein this event.

Rally causes detours

Inconjunctionwiththefestival, oneleg of
the annual ADAC World Rally Champion-
ship takes place Aug. 24 through the streets
of Baumholder and on the military training
area. Thisevent will cause much traffic con-
gestion in the community so residents are
warned to be extra cautious when traveling
about in the city and Smith Kaserne.
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A driver and his navigator take on a portion of the ADAC World Rally Championship.

The rally will also force the temporary
closure of acouple of accessroadsto Smith

Kaserne. Personswho need to come on post
from the direction of Idar-Oberstein will be

abletoenter viathefirst Baumhol der exit near
Ruschberg but they will have to leave
Baumholder by driving through town in the
directionof Wetzel housingandturnrighton
the road between Freisen and Baumholder.
Thisdetour isonly temporary and will bein
effect from approximately the afternoon of
Aug. 23throughtheafternoon of Aug. 24. So,
peoplewho need travel from Smith Kaserne
inthedirection of Idar-Obersteinduringthis
time should plan on aminor delay.

The population of Baumholder usually
swells and a flurry of activity disrupts the
otherwise “Sleepy Hollow” atmosphere of
Baumholder during the Altstadt Fest and
rally. Hotelsaretotally booked for the dura-
tion and it takes even longer to be served in
restaurants.

It' sall part of thefestive atmosphere dur-
ing thistime but persons expecting visitors,
official or personal in nature, should plan
ahead so that their guests have appropriate
accommodations.

Therdlyitsdlf beginsat 9:30a.m. Aug. 24.
For moredetailsontherally and Altstadt Fest
events, call the222nd Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office at mil 485-1600 or civ
06783-6-1600.
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New shooter fine tunes soldiers’ accuracy

BylIgnacio“Iggy” Rubalcava
1BaseS: BattalionPublicAfi
Qffice

There may not be anew sheriff
but Baumholder now has a new
shooter in town.

TheLaser MarksmanshipTrain-
ing System is the latest high tech
addition to the Training Support
Division's Rifle Marksmanship
Training Arcade that aready in-
cludes two Multi Arcade Combat
System trainers and two
Weaponeers. The LMTS and the
MAX are practice trainers and the
two Weaponeers are diagnostic
trainers.

“You can actually diagnose a
person’ sfiring problemswithit so
thiscombinedtypeof traininghel ps
eliminate firing problems on the
range,” said Erich Backas, TSD.

TheLMTSisbrokendowninto
four stations. Atthefirst stationthe
laser isaligned to theline of site of
the weapon. The effects of proper
breath control and proper trigger
control are then demonstrated.

The second lane featuresanin-
dividual target for soldiersto prac-
tice and get a feel for this laser
system.

Thethird oneisagrouping exer-
cise. Soldiersmust firethreerounds
per target and the standard is to
group all threeroundswithina2.5
centimeter circle.

On the fourth station, soldiers
engage pop-up targets the same
way they do on the range.

“This system is meant to be a
trainer for marksmanshipfundamen-
tals and also as atool for dry fire
training. Thisissomethingtheunits
should be doing before they actu-

aly gototherangesoit'sgoing to
be part of preparatory marksman-
ship training,” said Backas.
“Thesystemcomeswithtwolap
top computers and when you fire
fromtwo of thefour lanestwo of the
lanes actually show where you hit
on the computer. The computer is
behind the person so the coach and
pupil method is used for training.
The person who's watching the
computer can explain to the pupil
what heisdoing...you need to go
to the right, you need to go to the
left, higher, lower,” said Blackwell.
“The nice thing about this sys-
temisthat the soldiersactually use
their personal weapon by inserting
alaser adapter into thebarrel of the
weapon,” said Backas. “The laser
has|left and right and up and down
adjustmentsto calibratethelaser to
the sightson theweapon, eliminat-
ing the need to adjust the sightson
the weapon. The system is aso
adaptablefor 9millimeter pistol use..
“Thisisanother way toidentify
afiring problem. If you passthese
stations, you' re not going to have
aproblem ontherange. That’sthe
idea behind this. Thisis away to
practicewithout actually firing bul -
lets,” he said
[ronically, the first unit to use
TSD’snew LMTSwasnotanactive
duty unitfrom Baumhol der. A Jun-
ior ReserveOfficer Training Corps
unit from Ramstein wasthefirst to
step up and try out the new system.
Backas said he could not say if the
active units have used the systems
that were provided by 1st AD but
regardless, soldiers now have an-
other tool at their disposal to hone
their firing techniques.

ACS bulletin board

Free training

The ACSRelocation Readiness
Department offersfreesponsorship
training to soldiersthefirst Thurs-
day of eachmonth. Unittrainingis
alsoavailablethesecondandfourth
Thursdays of each month. They
alsooffer rel ocation counseling. For
details call mil 485-8188 or civ
(06783)6-8188.

NOW is the time
Newcomer’s Orientation and
Welcome, or NOW, will be held
Sept. 9-11. The class meets from
8:30am.-2:30p.m.daily. Thisisa
cultural awareness and adaptation
tour to Baumholder and Germany
for new spouses. Child careisfree
but spaces are limited. For more
information and to register for the
orientationvisit Army Community
Serviceor call MelissaSchaffner at

mil 485-8188or civ (06783) 6-8188.

AFTB

TheArmy Family TeamBuilding
program schedul efor Septemberis:

Sept. 11, NOW basic training
from8:30am.to2p.m.

Sept. 24,25,and 26: Level three,
L eadership Seminarfrom9am.to2
p.m. each day.

Persons interested in attending

classesmay call mil 485-8542.Lim-
ited freechild careisavailable.

Spouses meet

Thelnternational SpousesClub
meets the first and second Tues-
daysof eachmonthfrom10:30a.m.
to noon in the Army Community
Servicelounge. For moreinforma-
tioncall mil 485-8188or civ (06783)
6-8188.
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Bang, Bang
| shot you down

Above, students froman Army Reserve
Officer Training Corps unitfrom Ramstein
arethefirsttotry outthe new marksman-
ship trainer. At left, Erich Backas from
Baumholder's Training Support Division,
monitors a shooter’s hits in the fourth
shooting lane which features pop up
targets.
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