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Community bids soldiers farewell

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Baumholder said good-bye to
the soldiers of the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team and Division Artil-
lery April 25 in a ceremony on
Minnick Field. Typical blue skies
prevailed over Baumholder asMgj.
Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, 1st Armored
Divisioncommander, addressedthe
soldiersassembled onthefield and

the hundreds of family members
who packed the stands.

“Withinthenext coupleof days,
America s tank division will con-
tinueitsdeployment from Germany
and the United Statesto link up in
U.S. Central Command’s area of
responsibility. For the past two
yearswe have been sustaining our
readiness and waiting for our
nation’scall. We have been called
todo our duty in support of Opera-
tionlIragi Freedom.

Thousands of vehiclesand tons
of equipment havel eft Baumholder
destined for the Persian Gulf. The
13,000 Germany-based soldiersand
3,500s0ldiersfromFortRiley, Kan.,
arenow headingfor, or havearrived
inthe Persian Gulf and are prepar-
ing for the mission at hand.

“The2nd BrigadeCombat team,
the Division Artillery, the 8th Fi-
nance are ready, there is no doubt
inmy mind,” said Sanchez.

Hetold thetroopsthat they had

trained long and hard and that they
had already won a battle, the de-
ployment battle.

“Aswetransition to the desert,
| challenge you to sustain your
focus, to sustain your discipline,
and theinvolvement of our leader-
ship that has led us to the suc-
cesses today.

“The challenges that lie ahead
aremany, somewehaveneverimag-
ined or trained for. Your,

adaptability...will lead us to suc-
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A color guard made up of soldiers from the 2nd Brigade Combat Team and Division Artillery display the colors as soldiers wait for the ceremony to begin.

Capt. Casey Randal, Division Artillery, serves as the narrator for the
departure ceremony. Chaplain (Maj.) Daniel Wackerhagen, Division Artil-
lery chaplain, gave the invocation before the ceremony.

cess. Youwill haveto bevery dili-
gent in adhering to our standards
and enforcing iron discipline.

He told the soldiers that the
length of thismissionwasundeter-
mined. “But we, both soldiers and
families, must be prepared for an
extended tour. My orders say 365
days or until the mission is com-
pleted,” he said.

He then reassured the soldiers
that their families would be well
taken care of in their absence.

“You can leave with absolute
confidence that your families will
be properly cared for here in
Baumholder. Our familieswill also
becalledto sacrificemuchthrough
thisdeployment. Thefamilieswill
make it through this deployment
withthesupport of therear detach-
ments, our family readinessgroups,
our base support battalions, our
wonderful German partners and
organizationsthat providecommu-
nity servicesandtheAmerican Red
Cross,” said Sanchez.

Inclosinghesaid, “ Thiswill not
be an easy mission. But thereisno
question in my mind that the 2nd
BrigadeCombat Team, theDivision
Artillery, the8th Financeandevery
single Iron soldier will shine. Old
Ironsides has been down this path
many timesbefore. .. thetensof thou-
sand of soldiers hat have gone be-
foreuswill inspireusand not allow
usto fail.

“11ook forwardtoseeingyouall
in Baghdad. God blessyou. Praise
betheLord my rock who trainsmy
fingersfor battle and my handsfor
war. Ironsoldiers.”

Sanchez officidlytransferredthe
division’s colors from Wiesbaden
tohisnew field headquartersinthe
U.S. Central Command's area of
responsibility on May 2. Thisisa
symbolic event based on centuries
of military tradition.

Hundreds of family members pack the stands under a clear blue sky and wait for the ceremony to begin.
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Teachers honored for all they do

By Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion Public
Affairs Office

Baumholder’ sGermanand Americanedu-
cational community cametogether May 2for
theannual German/American Teachers Ap-
preciation Banquet where teachers are hon-
ored by themilitary, DoDDS|eadership and
German dignitariesfor all the contributions
they make throughout the year.

“Several yearsago oneof our schoolshad
a saying on their faculty sweatshirts that |
feel pertains especially to our current situa-
tion, ‘I touchthefuture, | teach.”” Thesewere
thewordsLt. Col. Todd A Buchs, 222ndBase
Support Battalion commander, used as he
praised the teachers for the contributions
they make to the quality of life of military
members while they serve overseas.

“Each of us knows the importance that
teachers have had in our lives and our
children’s lives. All too often though we
forget that and wesometimesregardteachers
as just another profession, as nothing spe-
cial. Well, youarespecial andtonight westop
what we are doing to say thank-you,” said
Buchs.

“Y ourjobisoftenemotionally and physi-
cally exhausting but youdonot shirk fromthe
challenge for you have chosen a profession
out of your loveto children,” he said.

Hethen challenged Baumholder’ steach-
ers to maintain that commitment during the
months ahead. “We anticipate a stressful
year ahead with our soldiers deployed to
Iraq. Separation will be difficult for many
children. However, our soldiers leave here
knowing that their families and especially
their children are in good hands thanks to
you,” he said.

Dr. ArchieBates, Kaiserslautern District
superintendent, told the international gath-
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Kathryn Forystek, Kaiserslautern District assistant superintendent, standing, speaks with Ann
Otterstadt, left, teacherat Wetzel Elementary School and Isabella Crowell, teacher at Baumholder
American High School who was honored as a retiring teacher.

Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs 222nd Base Support
Battalion commander, addresses the guests.

ering that teachers are more than just teach-
ers. They are amultitude of professions all
rolled into one. They serve as substitute
mothers and fathers, counselors and often
both judge and jury, explained Bates.

Bates also spoke of justice and how it
relates to education.

“Duringthesetroublingtimes| oftenthink
of justiceand what the meaning of justiceis.
I’m sure that each of you desire that justice
prevailsand I’ m certain that you want to be
treated justly and likewise, justly treat oth-
ers,” he said.

Quoting CharlottePerkinsGilman, Ameri-
canfeministandwriter, Batessaid, “ Aseduc-
tors 1’ m sure you will agree that ‘ The child
learns more of the virtues needed in modern
life—of fairness, of justice, of comradeship,
of collective interest and action —in acom-
mon school than can be taught in the most
perfectfamilycircle.””

Highlighting the evening was a special

recognition of fiveretiring DoDDSteachers.
Collectively they have taught for 164 plus
years, 129 of those years were dedicated to
DoDDS and 74 of those years were spent at
Baumholder.

Honored were:

®Gary Himango who has taught for 35
years, 19 of thoseyearsintheDoDDssystem.
He taught one year at Baumholder.

@ Janet Mann has been a teacher for 36
years, 31 of thoseyearsshetaught for DoDDS.
Eleven of her teaching yearswere dedicated
toBaumholder.

®Helene Guinther isretiring after teach-
ing for more than 30 years. She said she
stopped counting after 30. Nineteen of those
years were spent in DoDDS and in
Baumholder.

®|sabellaCrowell has been ateacher for
33 years and dedicated 30 or those years to
DoDDS. Shehashomesteaded at Baumhol der
for 21 years.

®Also honored asaretiring teacher, was
Richard Sever who hasbeen ateacher for 30
years. Twenty-six of those 30 yearshededi-
cated to DoDDS. He holds the longevity
record of thefiveretiring educatorsinthat he
spent 22 of hisDoDDSyearsat Baumholder.

Since this was ajoint recognition event
involving the Germanand American commu-
nities, local dignitaries and representatives
from the numerous German partnership
schools were also recognized. Partnership
schools include:

Realschule Baumholder, Grund and
Hauptschule Baumholder, Gymnasium
Birkenfeld, Regional Schule Birkenfeld,
Grundschule Freisen, Grundschule
Heimbach, GymsasiumKusel, Grundschule
| dar-Oberstein, Hauptschul el dar-Oberstein,
Grundschule Algenrodt, Grundschule
Berschweiler and Grundschule Ruschberg.

Child, youth

Chinese Goju youth classesare

speciasfrom11:30am.—1:30p.m.
Mondays through Fridays.

Unit-level golf pass

held M ondaysand Thursdaysfrom
6-7p.m. attheNeubriickeGym. The
costis$30eachmonthandincludes
an official patch, testing, advance-
ments, belts and certificates. Chi-
nese Goju isacombination of hard
and soft elementsinkarateand kung
fu. This discipline enhances flex-
ibility, self-esteem, and buildscon-
fidence. LearnfromMaster Instruc-
tor, Thomas Felder, who has 30
yearsof experiencein martial arts.
Y outh swim classes

If your child is six months and
older he or she can be enrolled for
swimclasseswithBaumholder Child
and Youth Services. Classes of-
fered include: Parent/Child Water
Orientationfor six monthsto 3-year-
olds; Preschool Swim Lessonsfor
ages3-5;andLevel I, I1, 111, 1V for
ages 6 and up.

Children can participateinsyn-
chronized swimming, water polo,
stroke improvement and water
safety. The cost is $45 for eight

Post notes

classes. Classes are on Wednes-
daysandFridaysat theBaumhol der
indoor swimming pool. Theregis-
trationfeeincludesaskill level cer-
tificate.

Rudy’s
Pool Tournaments

Rudy’s pool tournaments are
held at 8 p.m. on the first and last
Wednesdaysof every month. Prizes
areawarded.

Pizzatoorder

Get American-style pizzawith
thick crustat Rudy’ sinBaumholder.
They maketheir dough fresh daily
anddelivertothesurroundingarea.
Get amade-to-order, piping hot 13-
inchpizzafor $8 plus$1 per topping.
You canalsodine-in.

Dining hours are Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 6-9 p.m. and
Fridays and Saturdays from 6-10
p.m.

Rod and Gun Club

Hot, fresh pizza

Baumholder Rod and Gun Club
serves and delivers made-to-order
pizzas, starting at $7.95for acheese
pizza

Additional toppingsare50cents
each. Call tohaveyour pizzadeliv-
ered tonight.
Right on cue

Pool tournaments at the
Baumholder Rod and Gun Club
begin at 7 p.m. every Wednesday.
Prizes are awarded to the winners.
Gonecountry

If you love country and west-
ern, you'll feel right at home at
Baumholder’s Rod and Gun Club.
Roundupyour friendsfor freecoun-
try and western dance lessons ev-
ery Thursday night and stop in for
country music on Fridays and Sat-
urdaysuntil 4a.m.

Rolling Hills Golf
SpringOpen

If golfing isyour passion, play
inthe Spring OpenwiththeRolling
HillsGolf Course. Thiseventisset
forMay 17witha9am.teetime. The
entry fee of $25 includesfood and
prizes. Nonmembers must pay a
greenfee. Toparticipate, signupin
the pro shop no later than May 14.
Demo Days on the cour se

RollingHillsGolf Courseoffers
an opportunity for playersto try a
variety of different clubsfrom sev-
eral brand-types. The next Demo
Day is sponsored by Nike on June
26 from noon — 6 p.m. Learn more
about this event and others at
www.baumhol dergolf.com.
Openfor lunch

The new Windmill Pub at the
RollingHillsGolf Courseisopenfor
lunch and is serving daily lunch

For $400 you'll get one annual
golf pass, one set of rental clubs
and onedriving range token to use
within your unit.

Job opportunities
MWR Job Fair

Job seekers, opportunity awaits
you at the Morae, Welfare and
Recreation Job Fair on the second
Wednesday of every month at the
Rheinlander.

Doors open from 9 — 10 am.
Visitors learn of MWR positions,
have an opportunity to fill out ap-
plications and receive interviews
on site.

Outdoor Rec

ScubaDiving

Baumhol der Outdoor Recrestion
offerslessonsinscubadiving. Call
for coursedatesand timesfor Intro-
duction to Scuba Diving, Scuba
Diving Refresher Course and SSI
Open-Water ScubaDiving Course.
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Memories keep growmg on ribbon tree

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office.

NeubriickeElementary School’s
student body did not tie a yellow
ribbon ‘round the old oak tree to
remember their deployed mothers
and fathers, instead, they tied 205
yellow ribbons* round anew birch
tree.

Each student was given a yel-
low ribbon onwhichthey wrotethe
nameof their deploying parent and
thentiedittothebranchesof abirch
tree in the lobby of the school. As
their parentsdepl oy, studentshave
brought in picturesof their parents
and placedthem onthewall around
aflag that hangs next to the tree.

“Asthey comehomewe' |l take
the flag down and we'll take the
ribbons down and give them back
to the students,” said Veronica
Kulka, aparent whovolunteersher
sparetime at the school. She came
up with the ribbon tree idea but
creditstheentireschool for making
it happen.

“It's about the school, prima-
rily, supporting the students of the
familiesdeployingtolrag,” shesaid.

“It's a good community thing.
And we're so small out here that

Bobby’s

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

When Bobby Muraoka's third
gradeclassfrom SmithElementary
School received anoptional assign-
ment to write cards for soldiers at
Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter who had been wounded while
supporting Operation Iragi Free-
dom, the response was more than
Muraoka had expected.

He wanted to make his card a
specia card so he asked his third
gradeteacher, RamonaEmery, if he
couldfinishhisassignment thefol -
lowing day because he wanted to
attach a special flag toit.

The next day Muraoka dug out
asmall U.S. flag fromhishack pack
andaskedif hecould attachittothe
card.

Histeacher asked himwhat was
so special about the flag and he

d, “My Dad gave it to me to
remember him by when he is de-
ployed.”

His teacher asked if he really
wanted to give up his special flag
because hewascertain not to get it
back. Muraokathen said “It's go-
ingtoasoldier, right?’ Histeacher
saidyesandMuraokareplied,“Well
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Jennifer Kulka, a 12-year-old 6th grade student at Neubriicke Elementary
School checks a ribbon on the “yellow ribbon tree.”

we' rekind of forgottenso| thought
it would be a nice thing to start.
With support of the school we've
gotten it done,” She said.

Support also camefromoutside
theschool inthat aGerman nursery
in the nearby town of Briicken do-
nated the Birch tree that is being
used for the project.

“It'sareal moral booster and |
think it al so givesthesekidsawon-
derful opportunity to identify with
their loved ones who have goneto
the gulf and are serving,” said

special

that sol dier needsit morethan| do.”

“Thatgotusall alittleteary eyed
and alittle weepy eyed and hedid,
he attached it to the card,” said
AngieMcClain, Smith Elementary
School counselor.

“Since 9/11 all of the different
schoolsin the areahave been mak-
ing cards that we have been send-
ingto Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center. Thesecardsaredistributed
to the soldiers that are coming
through, those that have actualy
been injured, as well as those that
just simply come for a doctor ap-
pointment from down range,” said
McClain. “The cards are basically
well wishing cards, get well cards
and thank-you cards. Some stu-
dents have even written cards to
the staff of the hospital, thanking
the doctorsand the nursesfor all of
their hard work,” she said.

McClaintook all thechildren’s
cards to the hospital and together
with her husband, Chaplain (Col.)
David McClain, chief of pastoral
servicesat LRMC, went tothehos-
pital wards to distribute cards.
Muraoka' s special card was at the
top of the stack.

When they went to the Inten-
siveCareUnitthey cameupon Staff
Sgt. Jackson, who was recovering

WayneDozark, NeubriickeElemen-
tary School principal.

“Thelivetree, | think wasimpor-
tant.” After the tree was obtained,
“Ithassort of takenalifeof itsown”
said Dozark.

“Asparents ... have comeinto
the school, they’ ve made note of it
and they’ ve been very, very com-
plimentary. | know they appreciate
the gesture on the part of the
school,” said Dozark.

All' Neubriickestudentsareal so
sportingyellow ribbonswithaU.S.

flag p| n on their cloths or book
bags. “I gave all the teachers a
ribbontoo becausetherearealot of
teacherswith deployed husbands,”
saidKulka.

The origina plan was to con-
struct an artificial treein thelobby
but as Kulka pitched her ideas to
her friends the project began to
mold into amore environmentally
friendly one. “Wetal ked about how
we would make a tree and Ute
(Morrison) said ‘| know the mayor
inBrickenandthere sanursery in
Brucken,letmegetaliveone,’” said
Kulka. Morrisonisal soavolunteer
at Neubrticke Elementary School.

“1think that’ sgreat becausethat
also shows the kids that we're en-
vironmentally sound becausewhen
we' redonewith thetree we' re go-
ing to plant it on the school
grounds,” she said.

Theactual project started about
twoweeksago. “ Ittook alittlewhile
to make three hundred pins,” said
Kulka. These are the pins the stu-
dents and teachers are now wear-
ing. | hadafriend of mine, Catarina
Adreano, helpmedothat. Wespent
several hours making the pins for
the students. And the PTA paid for
everything, the ribbons, the pins,
theflags,” said Kulka, who hastwo

children enrolled at Neubriicke El-
ementary.

With only some 205 students
enrolled, Neubricke is
Baumholder’ ssmallest school and
easily one of the smallest student
bodiesinU.S. Army Europe, but it
makes up for that by having avery
activecommunity involvement pro-
gram.

“We're out in the country but
wemakeaspecial effort to do spe-
cial thingsfor kids,” said Dozark.

“That's typical of this school.
We produce. We do a very, very
good job and parents tell us that.
So, it' sagratifying placeto beand
it'sagratifyingjob,” hesaid.

Kulka echoed Dozark’s com-
ments by saying, “We're small,
we' reforgottenandwe’ re* thebest
kept secretinDoDDS.”

She summed up the school’'s
ribbontreeproject by saying, “The
bestthingisthat thesekidssay | did
something for my dad or my mom
that's deployed and | feel good
about it.” At the end of the day,
studentsat Neubriicke Elementary
School can pass by theyellow rib-
bon tree standing proudly in the
lobby and say, “ My dad’ sgone but
look at what we've done to show
himthat we care.”

flag fmds |ts way home

fromsevereinjurieshehadreceived
in combat. Jackson was one of the
four soldiers who were wounded
but evaded capture when the 501st
Maintenance Company was am-
bushed. PFC Jessica Lynch was
also amember of hisunit and was
amongst those who were captured.
She and other prisoners were later
rescued in a special operation
launched by coalition forces.
McClain handed Jackson the
cardand explainedthesignificance
of the flag to him. “ Sergeant Jack-
sonwasextremely moved and said
hewould liketo stay intouch with
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Bobby Muraoka, shows off his coins and returned flag to fellow students
in his third grade class at Smith Elementary School.

Bobby,” saidMcClain.

Before he could contact
Muraoka, Jackson was medically
evacuated to Walter Reed Medical
Center.

Dr. Sally Harvey, the psychol o-
gist at Landstuhl, had the opportu-
nity of seeing Jackson when she
escorted Lynch to Walter Reed
Medical Center.

While there, Jackson asked
Harvey if she could returntheflag
to Muraoka. “He wanted to keep
thecardwhich had several drawing
by Muraoka and the words
‘ America, My Home Sweet Home’

written in bold, but he felt it was
important for Muraokato havethe
flag back to remember is dad by
until his dad returned home,” said
McClain.

Harvey cameto Smith Elemen-
tary School April 28 to fulfill her
promise of returning the flag to
Muraoka. .

His parents, Sgt. Robert and
Shanti Muraoka, were also present
and watched as Chaplain McClain
thanked Muraoka and his fellow
studentsfor “making adifference”
with all their cards. He then pre-
sented Muraoka with coins from
Gen. Elder Granger, European Re-
gional Medical Command com-
mander and Col. David Rubenstine,
LRMCcommander.

Showered with so much atten-
tionat oncewasalittleoverwhelm-
ing for Muraoka. “| was surprised
and scared,” he said.

Muraoka s flag may have been
returnedtohimbutit’ snot through
traveling. He says he's going to
send the flag back to Jackson “Be-
cause it's something special for a
soldier guy who fought for us.”

Andwhatwill Muraoka sfather
carry with him when he deploysto
Irag?“ Um, wehaveour ownthing.
It'sasecret,” hesaid.
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Family centers open

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

The Strassburg Family Assis-
tance Office opened itsdoors May
2to help meet the specific needs of
Strassburgfamilies. Locatedinthe
old mayor’ soffice next to Rudy’s,
the SFAO will servethemorethan
200familieslivinginBaumholder’s
satellite community of Strassburg.

A second family assistance of-
ficeopenedinNeubriickeMay 9to
meet that community’ suniquefam-
ily needs.

“Instead of families having to
go to Baumholder for Army Com-
munity Services, ACSisnow com-
ing to Strassburg and Neubrticke,”
said DonnaFinney, ACSofficer.

“These centers are just a place
for families to come out and meet
new friendsor just totalk with some-
body,” shesaid. Of coursethecen-
terswill offer classes and have an
ACSstaff onhandaswell asvolun-
teerswholiveandworkinthecom-
munity.

“Thisis just our way to get to

know the neighbors,” said Finney,
who said that although the
Strassburg center will only beopen
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
daysfrom8:30am.—12:30p.m.,and
the Neubrtcke center on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 8:30 — 11:30
am., “If thereisabig demand ...
we'll expand the hours based on
what the families out here need,
because we're here to support
them.”

The response to the new cen-
ters has been favorable, according
toFinney. At the Strassburg center
opening she said, “Many spouses
havecomeforwardaready andsaid,
‘I have something to contribute.’
So they’'re volunteering. We're
making them ACS liaisons, we'll
trainthemandthey’ |l beworkingon
the team right along side of us.”

Finney added that in additionto
the new centers, she wants every-
one to know about the Strassburg
Super Stars program. “We've al-
ready started a program at
Baumholder calledtheBaumhol der
Buddies. Here we're calling them
the Strassburg Superstars,” she
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Sue George is excited about her new duties at the recently opened Strassburg Family Assistance Office. Melissa
Schaffner helps man the counter on opening day.

said.

It's acommunity oriented vol-
unteer programand“We' dlikefam-
ily members to volunteer because
everybody hasagift. Everyonehas
something that they can contrib-
ute. And if we contribute to the
community, we can work together

andwe'll befing,” said Finney.
Finney explained the concept
behind the program by saying that
“Today you may need my help but
next week | might need yours. So
that’s what we're trying to do, to
get the community involved, fo-
cused and pulling together and

hel ping each other. Nobody needs
tositin their house. No one hasto
say | have to go back to the states
because!l’mlonely.”

Both of the new centersaswell
asthe volunteer program “Will be
directed based onwhat thecommu-
nity needs,” said Finney.
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