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ACS support

Army Community Serviceoffers
support groups for teens, single
soldiers and married soldiers and
their spouses as well asamonthly
newcomers orientation to the
Baumholder military andlocal com-
munity.

Support groups

For teens, Parenting your Par-
entsisoffered every Saturday from
1-3:30p.m. at ACSBuilding 8746,
second floor. Thisisan open class
to discuss conflicts encountered
by teens and to provide coping
tools. Teens can come when they
can because the content is not se-
rialized. Call ACSfor moreinforma-
tionortosignupat mil 485-8188or
civ(06783) 6-8188.

A Redeployment Support Group
for singlesoldiersmeetsevery day,
sevendaysaweek from 3:30-5p.m.
a ACS, building 8746, secondfloor.
The session is moderated by a So-
cial Worker. Call ACSat mil 485-
8188or civ (06783) 6-8188for more
information or just show up.

A Redeployment Support Group
for married soldiers and their
spouses meets every day, seven
days a week from 6-7:30 p.m. at
ACS, building 8746, second floor.
The session is moderated by a So-
cial Worker. Call ACSat mil 485-
8188or civ (06783) 6-8188for more
informationor just show up, withor
without your husband or wife.

Get with it NOW

A Newcomer’sOrientationand
WelcomeisscheduledMay 10,11,12
from8:30a.m.t02:30p.m. at ACS
Building 8746, second floor. Free
childcareis provided on alimited
basisfor thisthreeday class. NOW
offers an introduction to agencies

Post notes

New identity

Returning soldiers from an ADVON team are receive new identification cards and are registered into the newinstallation
access system. Almostall support agencies on post have setup an office at the reintegration facility for the convenience
of returning soldiers and to expedite the reintegration process for soldiers.
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intheBaumholder military commu-
nity that are of interest to spouses,
such as volunteering, furthering
your education, and finding em-
ployment. A cultural adaptation
sessionincludesinformation about
the Germanlanguageand customs,
ridingthepublicbusandtrain. There
are also field trips to restaurants
and I dar-Oberstein. Army Family
Team Building Level |, Introduc-

ACS has new finance czar

Army Community Service
greetedthenew financial readiness
manager, RichZimmelman, March
21. Zimmelman comes to
Baumholder from sunny South
Floridawhere he worked asthe fi-
nancial readiness manager and
Army emergency relief officer at
Headquarters, U.S. Southern Com-
mand.

Rich has an masters degree in
businessadministrationwithacon-
centration in finance and holdsthe
Accredited Financial Counselor
certification from the Association
for Financial Counselingand Plan-
ning Education. He'll beproviding
group education, one-on-one and
family counseling in personal fi-
nance subjects such as debt liqui-
dation, credit management, check-
book skills, insurance, and finan-
cial planning.

If you know you can do better
than passbook savings but aren’t
sure how;

If debtsareweighing you down
and you want to find a way out;

If you want to invest for your
future and want to avoid costly
mistakes;

If you want to make sure that
baby has the best education that
money can buy;

If you just want to learn better
ways to stay within your budget;

Give ACS a call and make an
appointment with Zimmelman to-
day.

Zimmelman not only supports
the community through ACS, but
as aveteran and active member of
theAir ForceReserve, heidentifies
with challenges of a military life-
style and stands with you in na-
tional defense.

Look for classes after the rede-
ployment or schedule one-on-one
counseling sessions now.

Call ACSfor moreinformationor
to makean appointment at mil 485-
8188or civ (06783) 6-8188.

tion to the Military Life-style, is
alsoincludedinthisprogram. Call
ACStoregister at mil 485-8188 or
civ(06783)6-8188.

Sports shorts

Playersareneededfor flagfoot-
ball. Sign ups are now being ac-
cepted for the 2004 intramural and
community level flag football
leagues. For moreinformation call
theBaumhol der SportsOfficeat mil
485-6671/7176.

Officia sareneededfor al sports
programs in the 222nd Base Sup-
port Battalion.

Players are also needed for

men’s and women’s community
level softball aswell asmen’sand
women'’ sintramural level softball.

Theregistrationdeadlinefor the
intramural softball league tourna-
mentisMay 7.

An organizational meeting for
theintramural level softball tourna-
ment is scheduled for May 17.

An officias clinic will be held
May 18-21 at the Hall of Champi-
ons.

A community league softball
gameis scheduled May 23 at Iron
Soldier Field.

The222nd Base Support Battal -
ion softball tournamentisMay 24.

For additional information call
the SportsOfficeat mil 485-6671.

April luncheon

The next Baumholder Commu-
nity SpousesClubluncheonwill be
April 21 beginning at 11:30a.m. at
theRheinlander Club. Theclubwill
be voting for new board officers.

Reservationsmust bemadewith
cher.lim@us.army.mil

Youth Services

®May 1,lock-infor Torch Club
membersat theUnderground, 7p.m.
to8am.

®May 7, Keystone sponsored
dance at the Teen Café, no cost, 7-
11p.m.

®May 14, family spaghetti din-
ner at NeubriickeY S, nocost, 6-7.30
p.m.

Participants must be registered
with Community Y outh Services.

Volunteers

Youth Services is looking for
volunteers, youth and adults, to
assist with special interest clubs
and sporting/recreational events.
For moreinformation contact your
local youth center or visit
Baumholder’s youth web site at

www.baumholder.army.mil/
youthsite/html/ys.htm

Help needed

Y outh Servicesisawayslook-
ingfor qualifiedinstructorsto con-
tract ininstructional areassuch as:
martial arts, gymnastics, music, ten-
nis, etc. For moreinformation call
mil 485-7276.

Traffic advisory

Road construction begins April
13onL-176attheHammersteinexit
inthedirectionof Baumholder and
is expected to last throughout the
month or longer, depending on the
westher. L-176isthemainroad con-
necting ldar-Oberstein and
Baumholder. Only onelanewill be
open and alight will bein placeto
control trafficflow.

Buc night supports high school grads

Buccaneer Night, the annual
college scholarship fund-raiser for
Baumholder American High
School’s graduating seniors, is
April 23beginningat 5:30p.m.inthe
Rheinlander Convention Center.

All proceeds from the pirate-
theme evening go into a scholar-
ship fund to be distributed among
thisyear’ sseniorswhowill becon-
tinuingtheir education after gradu-
ation.

All membersof theBaumhol der
community, fromyoung childrento
adults, will find somethingto do at
Buccaneer Night. Live entertain-
ment, children’ sgames, the Whop-
per Hopper, cakewalk, theme bas-
ket auction, silent auction, food
salesand raffle giveaways are just

some of theactivitiestaking place.

Throughout the evening, doz-
ens of items contributed by local
merchants, organizations and pro-
fessional sportsteamswill beraffled
or sold in the silent auction.

Twoprintstoberaffledare” Roll-
ing Start-Iragi Freedom” by Bobbi
Wages and “The Prayer at Valley
Forge” by Arnold Friberg.

Some of the teams donating
sportsmemorabiliaincludethe Chi-
cago Bulls, Green Bay Packers,
BaltimoreOrioles, TampaBay Buc-
caneers, New Orleans Saints,
FloridaMarlins, Washington Wiz-
ards, Cleveland Browns and the
L.A. Raiders, just to name a few.
Raffle tickets are on sale through-
outthecommunity andwill beavail-

ablefor purchaseat Buccaneer Night
for $1 each.
Evening highlight

Oneof Buccaneer Night’ smost
popular eventsisthe auction, dur-
ingwhichelaboratethemegift bas-
kets donated by community orga-
nizations and groupswill goto the
highest bidder.

Baskets with themes such as
Americana, Vacation, Polish Pot-
tery and Re-Integration arejust a
few to be featured. The auction
beginsat 8:30 p.m.

Admission to Buccaneer Night
isfree. For moreinformation con-
tactPamAdamsat civ (06783) 990728
orTinaOlsenat civ (06783) 900654.
Everyoneisinvited to afun-filled,
pirate-style evening.
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Community honors Iits volunteers

Baumholder honoreditsvolun-
teer force during its annual volun-
teer reception March 26 at the
Rheinlander Convention Center.

The first Senior Tactical
Commander’s Award for Excep-
tiona ServicewasawardedtoKim-
berly McHugh. Thesecondwentto
Sabine Hall and the third was pre-
sented to Tina Olson.

McHugh servesthe1-6 Infantry
Battalion as the family readiness
groupleader and company advisor.
She also has served as the coffee
group leader in the absence of the
battalion commander’s wife.
McHugh is actively involved in
schools and has organized several
events including Buddy Night, a
coffee group for families of de-
ployed soldiers.

Inadditiontoholdingthreevol-
unteer positions with the
Baumholder Community Spouses
Club, McHugha sowritesamonthly
educational column, entitled “ The
LifelongL earner” whichaddresses
relevant educational topics for

BCSC members. McHughalsovol-
unteers as a Cub Scout den leader,
in St. Michael’s Catholic Church
hospitality committee, and is the
president of theMilitary Council of
CatholicWomen.

Hall has served as the Head-
quarters, Headquarters Company,
2nd Brigade FRG | eader since Sep-
tember.

Before than, she served as the
substituteleaderinadditiontovari-
ousother volunteer activities. Hall
serves in any capacity needed to
ensure that the spouses and sol-
diersof HHCarewell informed. She
regularly attends meetings such as
LINKS and 2nd Brigade Steering
Committeetoreceiveanddissipate
information.

Sincetakingthe FRG |eader po-
sition, Hall hasincreased the aver-
age monthly attendance two fold.
In addition to volunteering at the
brigade and unit level,

Hall isan active member of the
BCSC. SheservesastheThrift Store
Coordinator, assuringthat thestore
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Honoring mom and dad

Zacchea Small, asecond grade studentat Wetzel Elementary School, and
Jacqui Gustaferro, second grade teacher, show off decorations on their
classroom door honoring the returning soldiers. Numerous other classroom
doorsatWetzel have also been decorated by the studentsin honor oftheir

ismanaged and operated in accor-
dance with BCSB hylaws, and
USAREUR regulations and poli-
cies, and she serves on the Angle
Treecommittee, which collectsand
distributes giftsto needy children.
Mrs. Hallsisanexceptionally dedi-
cated and active volunteer. Sheis
anextremely responsiveand proac-
tive volunteer who tries to antici-
pateneedsand meet problemswith
solutions.

Olson served as the company
leader for 2-6 Infantry battalionfrom
January 2003 until October 2003.
Duringthistimesheorganized box-
ing partiesin order to ship needed
itemstosinglesoldiersdownrange.
Sheal so hel ped organizedonations
received fromthe German commu-
nity for care packages to be sent
down range. Mrs. Olson serves as
aclassroomvolunteer at theWetzel
Elementary School and volunteers
her time at Baumholder American
High School. Sheiscurrently orga-
nizing and coordinating Buccaneer
Night which benefits graduating

seniors.

Olson is also an Army Family
TeamBuildinginstructor qualified
to teach all levels of training. In
additions to the many hats Olson
wears she aservesasa Senior En-
listed Spouse with the BCSC, and
volunteersasateammomfor Child
and Y outh Service sportsand to be
anintegral part of the Baumholder
military community.

Seven individuals received the
Baumholder Community Distin-
guished Volunteer Award. They
were: LisaBox, ReneeRedfield, Lisa
Proctor, Lisa Jordan, Carla
Federovich, John Dye, and Sandy
Ewers.

TheOutstanding Y outh VVolun-
teersfor 2003 for the Baumholder
Community were: MeganMadison,
James Dickerson, Austin Buchs,
and Jessica Madison.

In addition to all theindividual
volunteers, thevolunteering efforts
of the community’s families were
alsonoticed. TheOutstanding Vol -
unteer Family Award went to the

Schaffner-Mortonfamily. They are
well known in the community for
their involvement in the Protestant
Chapel, where the father, Scott
Morton, isan usher and is starting
a Protestant Men of the Chapel
group. Heisalsoinvolvedwiththe
family readinessgroup for hisunit
andwasan activeparticipantinthe
Army Family ActionPlan.

Melissa Schaffner is the presi-
dent of the Baumholder Commu-
nity Spouse Club, president of the
School Advisory Council,anAFTB
instructor, chaperone for school
trips, and finance chairperson for
Buccaneer night. She also works
parttime. RyanMorton, their son,is
on the Praise Team of the chapel,
active in the chapel youth group
and volunteers as a coach with
Y outh Service.

This past year in addition to
volunteering he was one of
Baumholder High School’ sstar foot-
ball players. He isthe senior class
president and speaks on their be-
half at anumber of forums.
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Baumholder's volunteer force cues up for a noon meal after the annual volunteer appreciation ceremony where numerous
community members were recognized for their volunteer efforts this past year.

Wetzel celebrates spring with artwork

Thetalent of Wetzel Elementary
School students and teachers will
be on display during a Spring Cel-
ebrationof theArtsApril 28from 5-
7 p.m. in the school multipurpose
room.

Student art projects from all
gradesin anumber of mediumsin-
cluding painted maskswill present
visitorswithacolorful visual expe-
rience. Alsofeaturedwill beY oung
Author original published books
and other works in various genres
fromall grades.

A dramatic presentation based
on Shel Silverstein’swork will be

presented by the Wetzel Elemen-
tary dramaclub

Therewill beatalent show fea-
turing asecond grade square-danc-
ing routine coached by Wetzel's
physical education teacher, Lydia
Johnson. A tumbling act isalso on
the bill. Wetzel’s own author-in-
residence, first grade teacher,
L orettaHooks, will present someof
her original work.

Cake and punch will be served
by student council membersbefore
to the talent show.

For moreinformationcall Jackye
Wilder at mil 485-6416.

www.1l04thasg.hanau.army.mil
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Going postal - community keeps mail moving

Story and photos by

Ignacio “lggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Soldiersdownrangeareprepar-
ing to come home but there's one
thingthatismakingittoBaumholder
sooner thanthey are-their mail, and
alot of it.

For about a month and a half,
mail clerks at the community mail
room havebeeninundated withmail
fromdownrange. Twowarehouses
are now brimming with rows and
rows of footlockers and packages.
“We have to new locations, two
motor pools, where we store the
mail,” saidldalial eza,community
mail room supervisor.

Oneisfor holding mail for the
single Soldiers until they return.
“These are Soldiers who have no-
body elseto pick uptheir mail here
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so they have sent it to themselves.
The other warehouse is used to
store packages that Soldiers have
senttofamily members.

“They aremailing anaverageof
three foot lockers and about six
parcelsper Soldier,” saidLeza. The
average mail shipment from down
rangeisabout 20to 30foot lockers
and about 50 boxesper day. “When
we haveabig delivery, about once
aweek, weget about 400 or 500foot
lockers and probably 700 boxes,
likelast Friday (March26). Wehad
threetrailerscomeinthen. Usually
we only get onetrailer aday,” she
said.

Thefootlockersalonefromthat
shipmentwere180. “ Thosearejust
the ones we gave out to family
members, not counting the ones
that we held back for Soldierswho
sent lockers to themselves,” said

Leza. Therewerea so360parcelsin
that shipment. “That's just one
day’ sworthof mail,” shesaid. There
wasalso 119 piecesof accountable
mail inthat shipment. “ That’ smail
that they pay for and it’s insured.
“That’ sprobably their TVsor their
DV Ds, stuff that they really wantto
make sure they get because it's
expensive,” she said.

Allthisinflux of mail equalsmore
work for themail roomcrew, which
alsomeansthat additional helpwas
needed. “We had to add about four
orfivemorefull-timepeople. Right
now | have 15 civilian employees
and about five detailed Soldiers,”
she said.

At the head of the warehouse
operationisCliff Brewer."“He sthe
one pretty much that isrunning the
warehouse area. SteveMiller and |
are also helping with the ware-

Sacks stuffed with packages and mail are unloaded from the mail truck.

o

Detailed soldiers assist with the sorting and storage of packages at one of the

temporary warehouses.

house. The rest of the people stay
in the mail room. When they have
‘day one’ atthereintegration facil-
ity | also have to have one or two
people there. That's why we have
the extrapeople.

“We get about six to ten Sol-
diersdetailedtousMonday through
Saturday. They are the ones help-
ing us unload and load the truck
because | have to keep the clerks
that aretrained to put the mail out,
inthemail room. I still havethemail
roomtorun,” said Leza.

When a big load arrives Leza
triestoget about 10 Soldierstohelp
because once the mail is unload it
must be separated betweenthehold
and the issue aress.

The numerous packages and
foot lockers are then further sepa-
rated by company and by unit.“It’s
notlikewegetitandjustthrowitin
the warehouse. It has to be sepa-
rated because there’s no way that
we're going to find it later,” said
Leza

The packages that are going to
begiven out are separated by num-
bers and then labeled so they can
befoundwhenthefamily members
arrive to pick them up. Cards are
alsopitchedinthefamily members
mail box so they know they have
packages to pick up.

Although the mail operation is
working fine and family members
arereceivingtheir mail, sometimes
they receivemorethanthey careto
receive.

“Some of the Soldiersare send-
ing stuff thatisreally heavy andthe
spouses, especially those who are
pregnant, cannot pick thestuff up,”
saidLeza.

Another glitchisthat some Sol-
diers down range are telling other
Soldierswhohavenooneto collect
their mail to send mail to their ad-
dressand hisspousewill pick it up
and store it. “When the spouses
come over and they have about six

foot lockers and ten boxeswaiting
for them, they don’t want to pick
themall up. They say if it’ snotfrom
my husband I’'m not picking it up.
That means that we have to take
that back into the hold area...and
that's really double work for us
because when we get it, we sepa-
rateit, we makealist and we pitch
cardsin their mailboxes. So when
they comeover andthey don’t want
it we have to take that back to an-
other area,” said Leza.

Many Soldiers, however, areal-
ready helping to easetheworkload
by sending packages from down
range addressed to themselves.

“Therewasawordout therethat
if they sent packagestothemselves,
we were going to return it to them
and that’ s not right. If they send it
fromthemtothemwe' |l holdit here
until they come back,” said L eza.

“So they don’t redly have to
sendit to somebody else. They can
sendittothemselvesandwe' Il hold
it. Whenthey get back we'll distrib-
ute everything as a unit and as a
company because | cannot handle
so many Soldiers coming over to
themail roomat onetimetogettheir
packages, it’ s just too much.

“For example, when Charlie2-6
cameback, wewereinthetent with
alist of Soldierswho had packages
to pick up and we took them as a
company to the warehouse so they
could pick uptheir packages,” said
Leza

It shardtoimaginejust what the
Soldiersaremailing back but Leza
says that because the mail service
is free for the Soldiers, they are
mailing everything under the sun.
Because many of the packagesare
not wrapped well, they often break
openandthemail clerks havetotry
and reassembl e the packages.

“1”m getting carpets, paintings,
parts of blown up vehicles, pieces
of soap, used shampoo bottles, you
nameit,” shesaid.
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Kelly Nofzinger, a studentteacher from Ball State University, assists Wetzel Elementary School second grade students.

Stephen Gardner, a Ball State University Student teacher, introduces a science
projecttoKindergarten Students at Wetzel Elementary School Students.

Teaching partnership benefits all parties

Story and photos by

Ignacio “lggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

StudentsfromBall StateUniver-
sity are now performing their final
16-week internship as student
teachers at Baumholder schools
beforebecoming eligibletoreceive
ateaching license from the state of
Indiana.

A partnership program between
Ball State University and
Baumhol der school sprovidesnew
student teachers for Baumholder
every semester. The partnershipis
reaping educational benefits for
Baumholder students as well as
preparing Ball State studentsfor a
future in education.

The program started in August
2003 when the first group of five
studentsfromBall Statebegantheir
16-week internship at Wetzel El-
ementary School. Currently seven
Ball State students are finishing
their 16-week internship, four are
working at Wetzel Elementary
School and three at Baumholder
American High School. With each
group, Ball State sends a supervi-
sor who monitors their progress.

“Thepurposeof itistoimprove
student achievement. It was an
initiativefromtheNational Educa-
tion Association, which is the
teacher’s union at the national
level,” said Dorrie Meckes, presi-

dent of theBaumhol der areaeduca-
tion association and a teacher at
Wetzel Elementary School. “We
wenttoWashingtonD.C., metwith
Sylvia Cydel, and the NEA, she's
the one that directs the program
from Washington. Wegot together
with different universitiesand dif-
ferent peoplewhowerealready in-
volved in professional develop-
ment schools and learned about
what it wasand how it operated and
then got together with Ball State.
They came several times and vis-
ited and we liked what they had to
offer and they agreed to be our
partner,” said Meckes.

“It’sworkingoutreallywell. The
student teachers are well prepared
and the kids are benefiting,”

“In thefirst two to three weeks
they do a lot of observation, get
used to the rules of the school, get
used to the students and get used
to the teaching style of the indi-
vidual classroom teachers. After
about the second or third week
they’re teaching al of the classes
that the regular teacher would be
teaching,” said Barbara Graham, a
professor inthedepartment of edu-
cational studies at Ball State Uni-
versity who' sroll thissemesteristo
supervise the student teachers at
Baumholder.

Noonecouldbemorepleasedto
have a helping hand than the
Baumholder teachers and princi-

pals. “They are pleased with their
preparation beforethey comehere.
They’'re very pleased with the
student’s (student teachers) will-
ingnessto participatein all the ac-
tivitiesintheschool. They’ rehel p-
ing with the art club for example.
They’re staying after school for a
sure start play group. They’re in-
volvedwith student council activi-
ties. One of them is coaching soc-
cer. They areinvolved withthelife
of the school and the teachers and
principals seem happy with that.
They are performing a service for
thecommunity,” said Graham.

Carol Osman, art teacher at
Wetzel Elementary School, is one
of the several teachers who are
pleased with the results of the pro-
gram because the program has its
benefits for the students, the in-
terns and herself. “I’'m aways de-
lighted to have a student teacher
comeinbecauseit givesmeachance
to reflect on my own practices and
| do learn new things from the in-
terns ... regarding teaching meth-
ods, theirideas, their takeonthings
andtheir approach. | haveachance
to look at that, reassess my own
teaching and then collaborate to
createareally strong teaching pro-
gram,” she said.

Serving as student teachersina
community like Baumholder is a
unique experience for the student
teachers. Theeclecticnatureof this

community and its unique chal-
lenges are not common in a state-
sidecommunity.

“Studentteachinginitselfiskind
of a different experience to begin
with,” said Kelly Nof zinger, one of
thestudentteachersfromBall State
University working at Wetzel El-
ementary School. “ Thekidsaredif-
ferent over here. It’ skind of awhole
different environment to deal with.
Therearefamilyissuestodeal with
- their dads being gone and things
like that. There are just different
problemsthat you havetodeal with
herethat youwouldn’t haveback in
the states,” she said.

“Y ou get awhole new perspec-
tive on how to work with children,
especially withtheemotional prob-
lems they’re going through. They
need more support systems, | feel,
at least in my class, So it's some-
thing else that you have to work
with,” said Nofzinger.

“Theobviousdifference,” added

Graham, “Isthat thisisacommunity
wherealargenumber of peopleare
livinginsingleparent homesunder
sort of unusual circumstances. The
community students themselves
are under stress and right now
they’ revery excited becauseeither
their mom or dad is coming home
soon. So, | don’t think that experi-
ence is possible for interns in the
United States. They don’t havethis
kind of community feeling of pull-
ing together in acrisis situation,”
said Graham.

“Thisismyfirst experiencewith
themilitary,” said Graham.“ | have
supervised student teachers now
for fiveyearsand I’ m finding that
theteachersin thiscommunity are
very professional. They’ve taken
their responsibilities as sort of a
mentor very seriously and have
offeredextremely constructivesup-
port for the Ball State studentsand
it sheenavery good experiencefor
all parties,” said Graham.
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