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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 





SUBJECT:   Policy Letter 7-3, Unauthorized Care of Children 








1.  Reference.  AR 608-10							





2.  Purpose.  To ensure that all child care in 222d Base Support Battalion (BSB)  government housing and government leased housing occurs in certified Family Child Care (FCC) homes or in the Child Development Centers (CDC).





3.  Applicability.  This policy letter is applicable to all military and civilian personnel and their family members residing in the Baumholder, Birkenfeld, Neubruecke and Strassburg military housing areas which fall under the jurisdiction of the Commander, 222d BSB.





4.  Policy.





              a.  AR 608-10 prohibits child care in excess of ten hours per week on a regular basis in government owned/leased housing unless the provider is certified by FCC.  FCC certification is required regardless of whether or not an exchange of money is involved.  This does not apply to the care given to children:





                 (1)  In the home of or by the parent, guardian or blood relative.  A blood relative is defined as a member of the sponsor’s/spouse’s family that is related by blood and does not extend beyond first cousin.





                 (2)  By individuals providing short-term intermittent child care in their home, when it does not on a regular basis exceed a total of ten child care hours per week.





                 (3)  By an individual providing care in the child’s home.





              b.  An FCC Home is an authorized family housing unit, other than the child’s home, in which a family member provides child care to one or more unrelated children on a regular basis.
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      c.  An FCC Provider is a family member who has been certified to care for one or more


unrelated children on a regular basis in an authorized family housing unit.





             d.  An unauthorized caregiver is an uncertified individual providing child care in government quarters/leased housing more than 10 hours per week on a regular basis.





              e.  Any family housing units above the third floor that do not meet all provisions of USAREUR Letter, Fire Protection and Safety Requirements for USAREUR FCC homes, will not be certified as FCC homes.  Basements and temporary housing units will not be used as FCC homes.





5.  Procedures.  





              a.  When unauthorized child care occurring in government owned or leased housing is brought to the attention of CDS, FCC personnel will visit the home within three working days to verify whether or not an individual is operating an FCC home without valid certification.  The individual will sign a statement of understanding indicating that he/she is or is not caring for children in excess of ten hours per week, on a regular basis.





              b.  FCC management will not enter the housing unit without the consent of an adult occupant.  If the occupant refuses admittance, the Provost Marshal will be contacted.





              c.  The individual providing care will be informed in writing within two working days after the visit by FCC personnel of the violation and given notice to cease care immediately.  The individual will be advised that their housing privileges may be terminated if care continues.  If care continues, a letter will be sent to the housing office for further action.  The parents of the children in care will be notified in writing of the status of the individual providing care, in particular, that the individual is not certified.





              d.  If the individual expresses a willingness to become certified and it is determined that he/she is a qualified candidate, the FCC Director can, on a case by case basis, work out a plan for care of the children, which minimizes the disruption to the children already in care, provided there is an opening in the FCC caseload.





              e.  When an individual who has been notified in writing of violation of Army FCC requirements has made no attempt to begin the certification process within 10 days of receipt of notice of violation, and is continuing to provide care, CDS personnel will again notify the BSB Commander and the family housing personnel in writing along with a recommendation as to further action.
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              f.  A genuine guardianship relationship between a parent and an FCC provider is not formed when parents go to work for the day and pick up the child after work, even if a Guardianship Power of Attorney is signed by the parents and the provider.  A genuine guardianship relationship is only formed when a person assumes full responsibility for care of a child on a 24 hour basis for a fixed period of time.  The misuses of the Guardianship Power of Attorney to attempt avoidance of the AR 608-10 requirements that providers be certified, will not be tolerated.  The two most common situations where a genuine guardianship situation is formed are as follows:





                   (1)  A single soldier deploys, leaving a child in the full-time care of a guardian who assumes full responsibility of parenthood for the child for a fixed period of time.





                   (2)  Parents go on leave/emergency leave, leaving a child in the full-time care of a guardian who assumes full responsibility of parenthood for the child for a fixed period of time.





6.  Proponent for this policy letter is the 222d BSB Child Development Services at DSN 485-7198.














							PETER F. PORCELLI


							LTC, IN


							Commanding
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