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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Policy Letter #7-16, 222nd BSB Supplement to USAREUR Child-Supervision Policy
1. 
References:


a.
Memorandum, HQ USAREUR/7A, AEAGA-GY, 7 August 2002, subject: USAREUR Child-Supervision Policy.

b.
AR 608-75, Exceptional Family Member, 24 May 1996.

c.
AR 608-10, Child Development Services, 15 July 1997.

d.
AR 608-18, The Army Family Advocacy Program, 1 September 1995.

2. 
Applicability: All members of the Baumholder Military Community (222nd Base Support Battalion).


3. 
Safeguarding children in the military communities is the responsibility of parents and guardians.  It is expected that in all cases parents and guardians will provide the necessary safety, shelter, guidance, and other life needs to ensure proper development and well-being of children under their care. 

4.  
In order to help ensure that children are not exposed to neglectful or harmful conditions that can adversely affect their growth, development, health, or safety, the following guidelines have been established.  These guidelines will help ensure that parents, guardians, professionals, and laypersons cooperate to protect the safety of our children.
5. 
Both the USAREUR child-supervision policy and the 222nd BSB supplement to that policy are based on a child’s grade in school, not the child’s age with the exception of local curfews as outlined in paragraph 8 below.  Enclosure 1 explains the level of adult supervision required for children in different grades.  In all cases, parents are responsible for assessing the individual capabilities of their children, especially if the children have special needs, before deciding on appropriate supervision options.  Enclosure 2 provides the conversion from age to grade for 
home-schooled children and USAREUR Child Supervision Criteria tables.  During the summer, children are considered to be in the grade they have just completed.

6.
Children, regardless of age, will not be left unattended in circumstances involving potential or actual risk to their health and/or safety. 
7.
Children have varying abilities even if they are in the same school grade group.  Therefore, children are capable of handling different degrees of responsibility.  Parents are responsible for assessing the individual capabilities of their children.  The table provided in Enclosure 1 summarizes the paragraphs below:

a.
Children in the fifth grade and below require direct supervision at all times, with the exception listed under the “May Be Left Outside Unattended” column.  Kindergartners may not walk to school or other supervised activities alone.  Children in the fifth grade and below may not supervise kindergartners walking to school or supervised activities.


b.
Children in the sixth grade and above may be left alone, but not overnight, and may baby-sit siblings if they have ready access to adult supervision.  Children in sixth and seventh grade must have home-alone training provided by Child and Youth Services or some other source. 

c.
Children in the seventh grade and above may baby-sit children other than siblings (refer to Encl. 1). 

d.
Children in the twelfth grade may baby-sit siblings overnight for no more than two consecutive nights.  The Red Cross Baby Sitting Course is strongly recommended for all children who provide childcare.


e. 
Children who are in tenth through twelfth grades may be left alone (self-monitored care) for up to 48 hours.  A neighbor or friend must check on them at least every 12 hours.  Parents and guardians must consider carefully the amount of responsibility their children can successfully assume before leaving them unattended.  Parents are responsible for ensuring that the children have access to telephone numbers of responsible adults in the event of an emergency.  It is strongly recommended that caregivers plan for any emergency to include risks to medical and personal safety.


f.
Parents and guardians who leave children unattended should provide the child with a key, emergency phone numbers (for police, fire department, and dispensary), a phone number where parents can be reached, the expected time of return, and the name and phone number of an adult who can be reached immediately in the event of an emergency.   The designated adult must be aware of his/her responsibility.  Parents/guardians should notify the designated adult by phone or in person before departure. 
8. The Baumholder curfew policy is as follows:

a.
Children 13 years of age and younger will be inside their own or someone else’s quarters between 2100 and 0600 hours unless they are under the supervision of a parent, guardian, or family member 18 years of age or older. 


b.
Children 14 through 17 years of age will be inside their own or someone else’s quarters between 2300 and 0530 hours unless they are under the supervision of a parent, guardian, or family member 18 years of age or older.


c.
Exceptions to the above policy are returning home from a community facility, a Youth Services program, official employment or responding to a bonafide emergency. 

9.
Within the Baumholder community, personnel leaving children unsupervised under inappropriate conditions may be referred to the military police.  Reports of possible neglect will be addressed to the military police desk sergeant at DSN 485-7546/7547 (06783-6-7546/7547).  Due to developmental differences, chronological age or grade level will not be the only factor in determining lack of proper supervision or neglect.  All cases will be assessed on their own merit.
10.
Children, who meet the criteria for the Exceptional Family Member Program as defined by AR 608-75, require special supervision.  These guidelines are to be modified in accordance with their special needs.
11.
Children who are in the care of a certified Family Child Care (FCC) provider, who has entered into a contract with the children’s parents for such care, will be supervised by the FCC provider in accordance with guidelines set forth in AR 608-10, AR 608-18, and local procedures.
12.
Point of contact is Army Community Service Family Advocacy Program Manager at DSN 485-8188 /6468 (06783-6-8188/6468).
2 Encls                                                                  
TODD A. BUCHS


1.  Child Supervision Guidelines                        
LTC, AR

2.  Age Conversion Table                                     Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:
BSB-BHR-A
PAGE  
3

