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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 





SUBJECT:   Policy Letter 7-10, Reporting of Suspected Spouse and Child Abuse Cases in the 222d BSB








1.  Reference.  AR 608-18		





2.  Purpose.  To establish a uniform policy for the reporting of suspected spouse and child abuse within the 222d BSB.





3.  Applicability.  All DOD military and civilian employees and their family members.





4.  Policy.  The Department of Defense policy on reporting procedures for suspected spouse and child abuse within the 222d BSB applies to all military and civilian employees and their family members.   Suspected abuse will be immediately reported to the reporting point of contact (RPOC); (see paragraph 6a).   





5.  Definitions.





	a.  Child abuse involves physical abuse, neglect, emotional, and/or sexual maltreatment of a child under the age of 18, by a person who is responsible for the child’s welfare.  Child neglect tends to be the chronic in nature and involves withholding of necessary physical or emotional support such as, nourishment, clothing, shelter, health care, education, and supervision.  Emotional abuse involves failure to provide a loving environment in which a child can thrive, learn, and develop.  The possibility of child abuse occurs without adequate explanation for the degree of injury sustained, or when the explanation of the injury is not logical, or when there are changes or conflicts in the information provided.





	b.  Spouse abuse, when physical in nature, often involves multiple injuries.  Spouse abuse may be suspected when an explanation of an accident is inconsistent with the injury or when there are multiple injuries on the face, neck, chest, breasts, or abdomen, etc., with no reasonable explanation.  Spouse abuse can also involve emotional and/or sexual maltreatment.
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6.  Reporting Procedures:  





a.  During duty hours, Monday-Friday, 0730-1630, reports of suspected spouse or child abuse are to be made to the RPOC/Military Police (MP), DSN 485-7546/7547, CIV 06783-6-7546/7547; or to Social Work Services, DSN 485-6563/7411, CIV 06783-6-6563/7411; or the BSB Family Advocacy Program Manager (FAPM), DSN 485-6604/7186, CIV 06783-6-6604/7186.  After duty hours, weekends, and holidays, reports are to be made to the RPOC/ Military Police (MP), DSN 485-7546/7547.  The MP will then contact the on-call SWS case worker for intervention.





b.  As per DA memorandum dated 11 Apr 97, the Department of the Army requires the


same reporting requirements for suspected child abuse and neglect reports from the Department of Defense Dependent Schools (DoDDS) as published by DoDEA on 6 Jan 97.  During duty hours the RPOC/FAPM will receive reports of abuse originating from DoDDS and forward 


them to the PMO and SWS, in that order.  After duty hours, reports are to be made to the  RRPOC/Military Police, who will immediately contact the on-call SWS case worker and the FAPM for emergency intervention, or at 0800 the next working day if all parties are safe.





	c.  The same procedures as in 5b, above, apply for reports of abuse which occur in a DOD sanctioned operated activity for children (e.g., CDS, YS) except that the report will be made immediately by the person making the allegation to the Military Police (MP) and to the director of the activity (e.g., CDS, YS) who will then contact the Base Support Battalion (BSB) FAPM.  The FAPM will then immediately contact SWS for emergency intervention.





7.  Proponent for this policy is ACS at DSN 485-6604/7196.














							PETER F. PORCELLI


	LTC, IN


	Commanding
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