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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Policy Letter 5-10, Care and Control of Pets

1. Reference.  Local Policy

2. Purpose.  To establish policy concerning standards of controlling and caring for pets in the 222d BSB area of responsibility.  Pets can bring a great deal of pleasure to a family or owner.  However, they can also be a nuisance or even a danger to fellow community members, if they are not maintained and cared for properly.  This policy is not intended to prohibit the ownership or enjoyment of pets, but rather to ensure the safety and health of the pet, and promote harmonious relations in the community among pet and non-pet owners.

3. Applicability.  This policy applies to all military and civilian employees of the U.S. Government and their family members assigned or attached within the 222d Base Support Battalion area of responsibility.

4. Policy. Pet owners will ensure their pets are properly cared for and maintained in a manner so that they do not become a hazard or risk to other members of our community.  Pet owners will ensure they comply with the requirements outlined in paragraph 5 below. 

5. Procedures.

a. Owners will register their pets with the Baumholder Veterinary Clinic within two weeks of acquisition or arrival in the command.  Registration tags will be securely attached to the pet’s collar.  Vaccination for rabies is required annually as prescribed by current regulations.  All pets should be vaccinated for other diseases as specified by the Veterinary Clinic (e.g. distemper, parvo virus, feline leukemia, etc.).

b. Dogs will be kept on a leash when outside.  Voice control is not allowed in lieu of a leash.  Any dog with a record of unprovoked biting, snarling, or threatening/aggressive behavior will be muzzled and kept on a short leash when outdoors.   In Rheinland-Pfalz, the following breeds are considered vicious and will be muzzled and restrained when outdoors:  Pitbull Terriers, American Staffordshire Terriers, and Staffordshire Terriers.   

c.  Cats will not be permitted to roam freely.  When not in the quarters, cats will be

required to be on a leash or in a carrier.

c. Pets will not be exercised in the immediate vicinity of the housing areas.  They will not be allowed to relieve themselves on balconies, playgrounds, or within 50 feet of family quarters.  

Pet owners will clean up excrement created by their pet.  Pet owners are required to carry a feces bag when outdoors with their pet. Authorized pet walks are vacant areas, which are a minimum of 50 feet from playgrounds and quarters.

d. Pets will not be tied to stair railings, pipes, shrubbery, trees or kept in fenced playgrounds where small children may congregate.  Pets will not be left unattended on balconies.

e. German Law imposes strict liability on the animal owner or keeper for damages to public property, private property, or personal injury caused by his/her pet.  Liability insurance may be appropriate; however, legal advice should be sought before purchase.

f. Pet owners will transport any pet that is involved in a biting incident to the Veterinary Clinic within 72 hours of the incident for an examination.  Unit commander/supervisors will be notified of any failure of a pet owner to have the pet examined within the required time.  Any pet involved in an unprovoked bite incident may be subject to removal from government housing.  This will be on a case-by-case basis.  Any pet involved in a second unprovoked bite incident will be removed from government housing.

g. In cases where owners are negligent in pet care or supervision, immediate action will be taken to have the pet removed from the area when appropriate.

h. The Commander, 222d BSB, may authorize a sanitation inspection of any apartment alleged by written complaint to be substandard in cleanliness, odorous, or in which a pet has apparently been abandoned.  Entry will be with the consent of, and in the presence of, the sponsor or adult family member.  If neither of the above will grant consent, then consent will be obtained through the Commander, 222d BSB.

i. If it is believed that the animal is in danger, or it is necessary to prevent damage to government property and neither the sponsor nor an adult family member is available, the unit commander/civilian supervisor will be contacted and will accompany MPs into the quarters.

j. During incidents in which a pet is sufficiently noisy to disrupt the peace and quiet of other residents, and extensive efforts to locate the owner have been unsuccessful, the owner’s commander will be notified and will dispatch a unit representative to the quarters.  Military Police and the representative will gain access to the quarters to take control of the pet.

k. If the pet owner is going to be absent from the quarters for an extended period of time, it is the responsibility of the owner to make arrangements for proper care of the pet (i.e. boarding the pet in a kennel, leaving the pet with a friend, having someone come to the quarters to care for the pet).  The owner is responsible for informing the stairwell coordinator of the person(s) that will be responsible for the pet if the pet is left in the quarters.

l. In instances where the pet owner is unavailable for an extended period (i.e. leave, TDY, deployment) and a responsible person cannot be located, the unit commander/civilian supervisor will be contacted and instructed to make proper disposition of the animal (e.g., find a unit member to care for the pet or place the pet in a kennel).

m. Pet abandonment is a crime in Germany, as well as a violation of US military regulations.  Personnel responsible for pet abandonment incidents will be subject to disciplinary action by both military and civil authorities.

n. Under no circumstances will pets be allowed outside of their quarters unattended when they are in heat.  It is the responsibility of the owner to ensure their pet is kept under control at all times during this period.

o. The Veterinary Clinic will examine any pet suspected of being abused or neglected to determine the health of the animal.

p. The Provost Marshal is responsible for investigating reports of animal maltreatment and/or abuse, and complaints of dog/cat bites and barking dogs.  The Provost Marshal will refer incidents of animal abuse to the Veterinary Clinic and the German Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of Animals, as appropriate.  A Military Police report will be prepared and forwarded to the owner’s commanding officer/civilian supervisor for necessary action.

6. This policy memorandum supersedes Memorandum 5-10, dated 10 Jul 98, SAB.

7.  Proponent for this policy is the Provost Marshal Office at DSN 485-1580.
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