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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT:   Policy Letter 3-5, Environmental Pollution Prevention

1.  References.  AR 200-1; UR 200-1; UR 55-4; DoD 4145.19-R-1.

2.  Purpose.  To establish a 222d BSB policy for Environmental Pollution Prevention.

3.  Applicability.  All Unit Commanders and Directorates within the 222d BSB.

4.  Policy.  The laws of both the United States and Germany govern the manner in which US Forces manage hazardous material and wastes.  The German Final Governing Standards (GFGS) combines laws or statutes from both of these, applying the more restrictive of each.

a.  Responsibilities:  Any unit or agency engaging in pollution producing activities has inherent responsibility for pollution prevention; no one is immune from compliance.  Failure to comply with referenced laws and regulations may result in punishment under the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) or German Law.



(1)  Commanders have the overall responsibility for the management of hazardous materials/hazardous wastes (hm/hw) to include the handling, collecting, labeling, storing, transporting and disposing of hm/hw in such a manner that pollution to the environment does not occur.  Commanders will appoint an Environmental Compliance Officer (Lieutenant and above) at Battalion/Directorate level and an Environmental Coordinator (Non Commissioned Officer) at Company/Activity level and ensure they are properly trained in and able to enforce pollution prevention policies.



(2)  Commanders are responsible for preparing a Hazardous Material/Hazardous Waste Minimization Program in their units.  This program must outline procedures that reduce the use of hazardous materials when practical through resource recovery, recycling, source reduction, acquisition, or other minimization strategies.  It must also outline the procedures for reducing the amount of hazardous waste generated such as eliminating the mixing of hazardous wastes by ensuring proper segregation of hazardous wastes or not allowing the disposal of partially-full useable hazardous material containers as hazardous wastes.
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(3)  Commanders will prepare an Environmental Impact Analysis (as directed by USAREUR Reg 200-1) whenever they plan an action that could create a significant adverse impact on the natural environment or create anxiety in the civilian community.  The Environmental Office will assist and provide guidance in preparation of the Environmental Impact Analysis.  Examples of such actions include prolonged noise of high intensity or frequency, troop exercises, and dispersion of chemicals.


b.  Management of Hazardous Material and Hazardous Waste.



(1)   Handling:  Personnel handling HM/HW will be trained in pollution prevention techniques and will ensure the handling of HM/HW does not cause pollution to the environment.

(2)  Collecting:  HM/HW will not be left out in the open when not in use.  Hazardous Material containers will be sealed and returned to the proper storage location when any excess material remains after each use.  The hazardous waste generated will also be placed in the proper container and placed in the storage location.  The collection areas will be kept clean and neat.

(3)  Labeling:  All HM/HW containers will be labeled with the contents and storage locations with the words “Hazardous Waste” or “Hazardous Materials”.  Appropriate hazard warning signs must also be included on containers and storage locations.  All wording will be written in both in English and German.

(4)  Storing:  HM/HW will be stored in an area which provides overhead cover and secondary containment.  The amount of Hazardous Materials stored must be in accordance with  DoD 4145-R-1 and the amount of Hazardous waste stored must not exceed 200 kg per waste stream.  Non compatible materials will be properly segregated.

(5)  Transporting:  Drivers transporting HM/HW will be trained and certified as hazardous cargo drivers in accordance with UR 55-4.  Proper paper work documenting the HM/HW being transported (to include Material Safety Data Sheets) will be carried in the vehicle.

(6)  Disposing:  Hazardous Waste will be turned into the Central Hazardous Waste Collection Point (CHWCP) located at the Quartermaster Area on Mondays, Wednesdays (0800-1500), and Fridays (0800-1200).  Units must call 24 hours in advance to schedule waste turn in.  All containers will be labeled as to the wastes contained in them.   


c.  A HM/HW inventory is required to be available at each location listing every item stored there.  A log indicating the amount of materials received as well as the amount of waste turned in to the Central Hazardous Waste Collection Point (CHWCP) will also be maintained at each unit.
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d.  Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for all materials will be available at each location that Hazardous Materials are handled, collected, stored and transported.  Units must order compact disks containing MSDSs from the Department of the Navy .  The ordering address as well as copies of MSDSs can be obtained by contacting Mrs. Sheetz at the CHWCP (DSN 485-6858).


e.  Spill clean-up kits will consist of enough absorbent to be able to clean up a spill of any hazardous material and equipment in use.  Spill kits will be readily available anywhere that HM/HW is being used or stored.  If a large spill does occur, (one that cannot be contained or seeps directly into the environment) units must immediately notify the Fire Department (DSN 485-7572) and the DPW Environmental Office (DSN 485-6146/6858).


f.  Training Requirements:  The Battalion/Directorate Compliance Officers and Unit/Activity  Environmental Coordinators will be trained in Pollution Prevention and Hazardous Material and Waste management.  They will then train their unit personnel as directed by the Commander.

5.  Under no circumstance will THERE be any dumping of Hazardous Materials or Hazardous WASTE into the dumpsters, drains, water or on the ground.

6.  This Policy Letter supersedes Policy Letter 3-5 dated 13 December 2000.
7.  Proponent for this Policy Letter is DPW Environmental Section at DSN 485-6146/6858.









     /S/


TODD A. BUCHS


LTC, AR


Commanding
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