
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

222d BASE SUPPORT BATTALION - BAUMHOLDER

UNIT 23746

APO AE 09034

AETV-BHR-AG                                                                                                               06 June 01                                                                                                                                                            

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT:   Policy Letter 14-1, Early Returns of Family Members – Voluntary and Involuntary (Command Directed)

1.  References:  JFTR Chapter 5, para U5240 and U5370; AR 55-46; USAREUR Supp to AR 55-46; UR 27-9.

2.  Purpose.  To establish policy and procedures concerning the early return of family member(s) within the 222d Base Support Battalion (BSB) Community.

3.  Applicability.  All soldiers, airmen, and DOD civilians within the 222d BSB area of operation.

4.  Policy.  Early return of family members, whether for personal reasons or command directed, has very serious implications; approval of such requests requires careful review by the chain of command and professional agencies before a decision is reached.  The chain of command must be totally involved to ensure the needs of the government, the soldier, and the families are served.

5.  Procedures.  

a.  Early Return of Family Members - (Voluntary). The following procedures will be followed when initiating a request for early return of family members under the provision of para U5240d-1 and U5370d-1.  Failure to follow these procedures will result in the request being returned without action until all procedural requirements have been met.

(1) Prior to submission of an advance request, the unit commander will ensure each soldier and spouse seek professional counseling and guidance, and obtains a written recommendation or statement that supports the early return request.  The counselor’s recommendation or statement will be attached to the DA Form 4187 requesting early
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return.  A list of types of cases and the proponent staff elements where recommendations or statements will be obtained in Enclosure 1.

(2) Unit level PSNCOs will ensure that the DD Form 93 is current and that it reflects the same information contained on the DA Form 4187.  If not, the PSNCO will ensure that the soldier reports to the 90th PSB Customer Service Section, to update DD Form 93, prior to forwarding the request through the chain of command.  Example for Early Return of Family Members is in Enclosure 2.

(3) The DA Form 4187 will be prepared at the unit PAC.  The soldier and unit commander will sign the DA Form 4187.  A statement will be prepared to be signed by the sponsor, spouse, and unit commander acknowledging their understanding of present and future travel entitlements.  An example for the Transportation Eligibility Statement is in Enclosure 3.

(4) Battalion Commanders will endorse the request recommending approval or disapproval.  If the Battalion Commander approves the request, the following statement will be included in the endorsement:  All unit and community resources have been used and it has been determined that the problem cannot be resolved in the overseas command.  An example is at Enclosure 4.

(5) After the Battalion Commander’s endorsement, requests will be forwarded by the unit PAC to the 90th PSB for review and forward to the BSB Adjutant to obtain BSB Commander approval/disapproval.

                        (6) BSB Adjutant will forward final request packets to the 90th PSB.

b.  Early Return of Family Members - (Involuntary).

(1)  The BSB Commander, on behalf of a unit’s command or acting as the Civilian Misconduct Action Authority(CMAA), may request the Area Support Group (ASG) Commander to direct the involuntary early return of family members.

(2) The Area Support Group (ASG) Commander (06) may authorize the involuntary early return of family members.

(3) Unit commanders seeking to return family members must coordinate their efforts with the BSB’s Civilian Misconduct Action Officer (CMAO) at 485-8100.  Involuntary early returns are appropriate whenever the family members become involved in any incident which is:
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(a) Embarrassing to the U.S. Government.

(b) Prejudicial to order, morale, and discipline in the command (e.g family member misconduct).

(c) A condition where the safety to family members no longer can be ensured because of adverse public feeling in the area.

(d) An involuntary, command directed early return of family members will be considered when other administrative actions, as outlined in UR 27-9, have not been, (or are not expected to be) effective.

(5) Unit commanders seeking involuntary early returns must ensure the following:

(a) DA Form 4187 personnel action will be prepared at the unit PAC with attached appropriate justification (e.g. MP/CID reports) and signed by the unit commander.  Example is at Enclosure 2.  The unit level PSNCO must ensure that the DD Form 93 is current and that it reflects the same information contained on the DA Form 4187.  If not, the PSNCO must ensure that the soldier reports to the 90th PSB Customer Service Section, to update DD Form 93, prior to forwarding the request through the chain of command.



(b) The appropriate Battalion Commander will endorse the DA Form 4187.  Example is at Enclosure 4.

                        (c) The DA Form 4187 and endorsement will be forwarded by the unit PAC to Soldier Actions Section, 90th PSB, for review.  Completed packets will then be forwarded through the BSB Adjutant to the CMAO, Box 3, BSB HQ, APO AE 09034.

(d) Upon receipt of the packet, IAW UR 27-9, the CMAA will notify the soldier/sponsor in writing of the decision to request an involuntary early return, and of the sponsor’s opportunity to respond within three working days.  After the BSB Commander’s final decision, the ASG Commander will notify sponsors of their family member’s involuntary early return.  Sponsors may then appeal to the General Courts Martial Convening Authority (GCMCA-usually the Commander, V Corps).  The decision of the GCMCA is final.
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(6) Depending upon final determination, the 90th PSB will publish orders.  Upon receiving orders, the sponsor will make arrangements for travel and transportation of personal property.

(7) Soldier Actions Section, 90th PSB, will forward a copy of all approved orders 

to the Housing Officer.

6.  This supersedes Policy Memorandum 1-42, dated 12 June 1989.  Point of contact for this policy is the 222d BSB Adjutant’s Office at DSN 485-6150.

                                                                           /s/            

4 Encls





   HENRICUS F.WAGENAAR







   LTC, IN







   Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

BSB-BHR-A

4

TYPES OF CASES EARLY RETURNS                            PROPONENT STAFF ELEMENT

1.  Serious injury or illness of family member
Medical Doctor

requiring specialized medical or surgical
ONLY

treatment not available at the member’s duty 

station.

2.  An emotional condition of a continuing
Medical Doctor

nature on the part of the family member
ONLY

detracting from the member’s ability to

accomplish mission requirements, or serious 

adverse effects of weather, climate, or living 

conditions in the overseas area, or the health 

of family members.

3.  When death, serious illness, or incapacita-
Medical Doctor

tion of a family member (such as a wife) who
ONLY

normally takes care of other family members 

(such as children) make it necessary that such 

other family members be transported to an 

appropriate place in order to receive proper and 

adequate care.

4.  Lack of adequate educational facilities
DODDS or Conus University/

for family members that the inadequacy of 
College Letter of Admission

such educational facilities were caused by 

conditions beyond the control of the member

and knowledge of these conditions arose after

commencement of travel of family members to

the member’s overseas station.

5.  Lack of adequate housing for family mem-
Housing Officer

bers caused by conditions beyond the control

of the member, and knowledge of these conditions 

arose after commencement of travel of family members

to the member’s overseas station.

6.  When determined that the best interests of the member

or the member’s family members and the Government will 

be best served by the early return of one or more of the 

family members for:
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TYPES OF CASES (ADVANCE RETURN)                           PROPONENT STAFF ELEMENT

Enclosure 1

         a.  Financial Difficulties 
Financial Planner 

         b.  Marital Difficulties
Therapist: i.e. Mental Health


Family Life Chaplain


Unit Chaplain

         c.  Death or serious illness of close relatives
Family member’s 


statements with verification by 
Red Cross on hardship

         d.  Humanitarian or compassionate reasons
Commander or other Competent 


authority

7.  When a member is sentenced to confinement
Copy of orders 

or chaptered out of the Army.

8.  When a family member receives orders from
Copy of orders

a selective service board directing the family

member to report to a place in the United States

for induction into the Armed Forces.


9.  Lack of acceptable employment opportunities 
Unit Commander and Civilian 

for dependent children aged 18 years or older.
Personnel Officer

        a.  Must result in idleness and likely to become

involved in situations creating embarrassment to the 

United States.

        b.  Such an advance return is the best interest of 

the member or his/her family members and the United

States.

10.  Divorce, annulment of legal separation.
Copy of Document
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                                                                                                             Enclosure 2

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, 222d Base Support Battalion, ATTN: AETV-BHR-CO, APO AE  09034

SUBJECT:  TRANSPORTATION ELIGIBILITY STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING OFR EARLY RETURN OF FAMILY MEMBERS, SHIPMENT OF POV, AND SHIPMENT OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS.

SPONSOR’S STATEMENT 

           I understand that by choosing to return my family members and household goods early to a designated location, that my family members will not be authorized to return to my overseas place of duty at government expense during my current tour.  I further understand that upon departure of my family members, I must update my COLA and/or BAS accordingly.

                                                           NAME:________________________________

                                                           SIGNATURE:___________________________

                                                           DATE:_________________________________

SPOUSE’S STATEMENT

          I understand that my sponsor has initiated paperwork for Early Return of Family Members.  I further understand that I will not be authorized to return to my sponsor’s overseas place of duty at government expense during his/her current tour.

                                                          NAME:___________________________________

                                                          SIGNATURE:______________________________

                                                          DATE:____________________________________

COMMANDER’S STATEMENT

          I have interviewed and counseled the service member and spouse on the guidelines and procedures of requesting Early Return of Family Members. Both Soldier and spouse agree to the action.  Spouse has agreed to make the port call when established.  Soldier understands that he must update his finance information immediately upon departure of family members.

                                                          NAME:___________________________________

                                                          SIGNATURE:______________________________

                                                          DATE:____________________________________

                                                                                                                 Enclosure 3

AETV-XXX-XX   (DA Form 4187/Date of 4187)        1st End    SSS Jones/aaa/485-XXXX

SUBJECT:  Early Return of Dependent (state Voluntary or Involuntary)

Pertaining to:  JONES, John J., 000-00-0000, SPC

COMMANDER, 1st Battalion, 35th Armor, APO AE  09034

FOR Commander, 222d Base Support Battalion, APO AE  09034

All unit and community resources have been used and it has been determined that problem cannot be resolved in the overseas command.

Recommend approval/disapproval.

Encl                                                                 SIGNATURE BLOCK OF

                                                                        BATTALION COMMANDER
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