DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

SENIOR TACTICAL COMMANDER - BAUMHOLDER

APO AE 09034

AETV-BHR-STC                                                                                                  20 April 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Senior Tactical Commander (STC) Policy Letter 1-3, Official Use of Military Vehicles

1.  References.  Title 31, US Code, Section 1344; Article 92, Uniform Code of Military Justice (UMCJ); Article 121, UMCJ; DOD 4500.36-R; AR 58-1; US Reg 58-1.

2.  Purpose.  This policy outlines official use of military vehicles and provides a basis for action by Military Police (MPs) performing law enforcement duties within the 222d BSB.

3.  Applicability.  All units, activities, and staff elements supported by the 222d Base Support Battalion (BSB), having military or leased vehicles assigned on general, extended, or leased dispatch.

4.  Punitive nature.  Violators of this policy may be punished under the UCMJ and/or appropriate administrative regulations.

5.  Military vehicles will be used only in missions essential to successful completion of a Department of Defense (DOD) function, activity or operation.  The use of Army vehicles for personal business violates not only military regulations, but federal law.

6.  Definitions:


a.  The 222d Base Support Battalion Area of Responsibility (AOR) includes the U.S. facilities in Idar-Oberstein (Strassburg Kaserne) and Neubruecke Kaserne.


b.  A military vehicle is one which is owned or leased by DOD or provided for DOD’s use by General Supply Administration (GSA).

7.  The use of Army motor vehicles is never authorized for conduct of personal business by soldiers, civilian employees or their family members,  nor can transportation by Army motor vehicles be provided based on rank, prestige or personal convenience.  Mission requirements 
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form the only basis for providing government transportation. Transportation between domicile and duty (D-T-D), in whole or in part, is prohibited.

8.  Army NTV’s will not be authorized:


a.  To transport individuals for personal, social, or non-government related business reasons.


b.  When the justification is based on reasons of rank, prestige, or personal convenience.


c.  For transportation to commissaries, post exchanges (including all concessions), bowling alleys, officers and noncommissioned officers clubs, or any non-appropriated fund activity, unless personnel using the vehicles are on official government business.


d.  For transportation of DA personnel over all or any part of the route between their home and places of employment/duty (D-T-D) unless specific prior written authorization is received from the Secretary of the Army.

9.  Army NTV’s may be authorized:


a.  To transport military and civilian personnel officially taking part in public ceremonies, field demonstrations, and parades directly related to official activities.


b.  To transport Army personnel and their family members on emergency leave to the nearest commercial transportation site to ensure arrival at the embarkation point prior to the departure of the first available flight, bus, or train if commercial transportation is not adequate.


c.  For individuals attending official functions, except as otherwise authorized IAW para. f below.  This transportation must take place between place of work and the location where the function is (i.e. it may neither begin nor end at the individual’s home).


d.  In conjunction with temporary duty (TDY) when public transportation is not available or its use is impractical.


e.  When an individual requires transportation for an official purpose between his/her home and an airport or other common carrier terminal and other adequate means of transportation are not available.


f.  For official Family Support Group (FSG) use (UR 608-2).


g.  The Secretary of the Army may approve in writing D-T-D transportation for the following reasons:
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(1)  It is considered essential in response to highly unusual circumstances that present a clear and present danger, and public or private transportation cannot be used.



(2)  An emergency exists.



(3)  When other compelling operational considerations make such transportation essential to the conduct of business.



(4)  When necessary for personnel engaged in intelligence, counterintelligence, protective services, criminal law enforcement duties, or “field work” (e.g. recruiters).



(5)  To transport spouses of Army personnel only when traveling to an official function with the Army or civilian member and the transportation of the spouse does not result in additional expense to the Army.



(6)  On duty MPs, who are performing law enforcement duties rather than administrative or training duties, may eat or purchase food at on-post facilities within the BSB AOR where they are employed.  In the event no on-Kaserne food facility is available within the patrol’s AOR, that patrol may stop to pick up food on a “take out” basis from an off-post facility.  Military Police must remain in an on duty status while eating and respond if called.

10.  Personnel on Temporary Change of Station (TCS) status.  Soldiers on TCS orders are authorized official travel consistent with the rules for TDY travel.  Use of NTVs will be based on need, distance involved or other conditions justifying their use as outlined in paragraph 2-5.b. of AR 58-1.

11.  These lists are examples only and do not cover all cases.  Questions concerning specific situations on use of military vehicles should be referred to your supporting transportation manager.

12.  Proponent for this policy is the 222d BSB S4, at DSN 485-1540.

                                                                                   /s/

Encl





JOHN R. WOOD







BG, USA







Senior Tactical Commander
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